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Survey 
details 
worldwide 
attacks on 
free press 

WASHINGTON — At 
lestsi 129 journalists 
were in prison in 24 
countries al the end of 
1997 for doing their 
work, the Committee lo 
Proicci Journalists fCPJV 
rcporicd in Attacks on 
ihe press in 1997. its' 
amnia! worldwide survey 
of press freedom condi¬ 
tions. There were 15 in 
jail in China, eight in 
Burma, seven in Kuwait, 
five eneh in Syria: and 
Vietnam, and Tour, “in 
Peru. ■ ■ ' \ 

The 443-pagc Attacks 
on the Press in 3997 
provides detailed reports :• 
of press freedom condi¬ 
tions and issues in five 
regions and. 117 coun¬ 
tries. including- Algeria. 
Egypt. Israel; Jordan.! 
Lchanon. Palestinian 
National Authority. 
Saudi Arahiay Tunisia, 
and Yemen. ' 

In Algeria, authorities 
continued . efforts . to . 
qua>h independent' 

reporting of the " coun¬ 
try's bloody six-year • 
civil conflict. While, no 
journalists were killed in 
Algeria in 1997—nearly 
ft) have been assassi¬ 
nated since May 1993— 
journalists, there still'live 
in constant fear for their 
lives. 

In Jordan, suite restric¬ 
tions on independent 
media left press freedom 
hanging in the balance. 

In May. the draconian 
press amendments nearly 
eliminated the country's 
feisty weekly, newspa¬ 
pers that arc known for 
their independent report-.. 
ing on government 
policies. 

in Saudi . Arabia. 
Libya. Tunisia. Iraq. and. 
Syria, the state con¬ 
trolled broadcast media 
and press, allow .noi out¬ 
lets for dissenting 
voices. The Palestinian 
press has become more 
submissive lo the heavy- 
handed practices of Yas¬ 
ser Arafat’s Palestinian. 
Authority, in Lebanon., 
the government insti¬ 
tuted prior censorship of 
news iind political pro-. 

Continued on page 2 
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By Raed Al Abed 

Star-Staff Writer. ■ ■ 

“AMMAN IS a city that sees lo bed early and 
nas with the roosters at the crack of dawn "this 

w If r , f — Ihc trath - Downtown Amman has a 
the dark 0 "” l ° trfl; and man y of ^em are told in 

nJm!^nffS. 0Ugh ' lhe Cokl Wearh ^" has pushed 
people off the streets, even in the downtown area 

ESS rs ^ of ihe 

early. ^ ° f he Capltal: Hiuin S sack 
Stores, restaurants and cafes continue to pull 


in the limelight of downtown Amman 


their shutters down early, despite the fact that the 
Eid festivities are less than a week away 

Even transport has become difficult, especially 
late at night, with many forced to share a taxi to 
reach their destination. 

Only the famous Hashim foul and homos res¬ 
taurant extends its services till after midnight: But 
even Hashim misses the good old days. 

"Our people are not hungry anymore, but tour¬ 
ists seem to have developed an appetite, kuelv. for 
homos and foul." says Ahmad. 26. pointing to ihe 
scattered tables that arc mainly occupied by tour¬ 
ists tucking into the dishes which Hashim iv 
famous for. 


Opposite the restaurant-cum-cafe lies the cheap 
life of downtown; mini-bars, panially hidden 
from' view, can be recognized hv the steady hut 
inchoate stream of people leaving their doors. 
Most of these places are now pan of the "antiqui¬ 
ties" ot the city. 

Cheap drinks and friendly service provide 
warmth and comfort to the hunchback-like indi¬ 
viduals who frequent these places. 

"Many r»| the clients of this har arc elderly or in 
Ihe above ?0 age group."' says Maher. 22. who 
-ells smuggled cigarettes at the entrance of one of 

Continued on page 2 


™ Star 

L^pJ Jontan’s political, economic 
and natural weekly 

Extends its best wishes to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

and the Jordanian people on the 
occasion of Eid Al Adha 
The Star will not appear on 9 April, 
the next issue will be published on 
Thursday 16 April. 
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Hamas vows to 
avenge death of 
top leader 


By a. Star Staff Writer . 
and agency reports 
. PALESTINIAN POLICE said 
. one of the . men killed in an 
explosion in Ramail&b Sunday 
was a top leader of the militant. 
Palestinian group Hamas: and’ 
that he had been killed before: 

explosion. Hamas blamed 
Israel, and has. ’ vowed ,io 
j retaliate. . •.•. * . : 

. Palestinian police .said ari - 
- autopsy showed. Muhyideeo Ai -. 

dis ‘ [engineer], was shot dead 
before the bomb went ofT. Pal-’.' 
estinian police, said Sharif was 
lulled and. bis body planted - 
near a car that exploded on ' 
.Sunday in tbe West Bank town 
of RamaJlah. 

He. was the leader of. the 
Hamas; military wing, which r 
has earned outa: series of sui¬ 
cide bombings and other 
attacks against Israelis. -Sharif 
topped. Israel’s most wanted 
list ' of Muslim • militants.' 
involved in deadly Hamas suir 
cide bombings agatost Israeli' . 
targets. , 

A senior Hamas political 
.leader. ■" Abdul; • Aziz Rantisi.' 
immediately blamed Israel for. 

: the killing and said Hamas will 
retaliate. The kiUing of the pre¬ 
vious Hamas military leader.. 
Yehiya Ayyash (also nick¬ 
named Al Muhandis) by Israeli 
agents, triggered a series of 



Remains of blasted car in which ‘Al Muhandis' was found 
on Monday. 

bombings two years ago. on Wednesday. Prime Minister 

Israel usually does not com- Benjamin Netanyahu was quick 
ment on such operations. But to deny any Israeli involvement 


By Boi^ Struck . 

ELI/ Occupied: V/e£ Barfly-Cheap housing 
brought to this Jhilfcop; life-Jewish settlers 

•’say, andTrtore settlers will follow. 

• Already ,ihejr r amtHticms haVe leaped from 
ohe-hi'Biflp to the next, with footprints made of 
mobile hbraes tfiat {jvehttially will become 
wbite.concrete fwuse& TbOT settlemenL now 
steps iqiL.wnndswept peaks to meet the Jewish 
settlements -'of ShOb in the east and Maale 
Levona in- the west, aland-rireh chain of 
claims.' - "■ " . 

And what;of the Arab village of Lubban 
Sharqiya tucked below, in the fold of the land 
where farmers 'long ago settled for the water 
and good 'soil and protection from the wind? 


ag future of 
the brink 


‘They are not a nation," settler Lior Shtul 
Said of the Palestinians. “They have to know 
this is the state of Israel," 

Not yet. The West Bank remains disputed 
territory, captured by Israel in 1967 and sub¬ 
ject to a negotiated transfer to the Palestinians 
under the 1993 Oslo peace accords. Shtul and 
the Jewish residents in 144 settlements in the 
Wean Bank and Gaza Strip arc nishing. with 
the Israeli government, toward what seems an 
inevitable collision with that process. 

The government is enthusiastically encour¬ 
aging the expansion of lhe Jewish settlements 
in the -West Bank, though it has carefully 
avoided the provocation of founding new ones. 

Continued on page 2 


in the latest killing. 

Sharifs death come* in the 
wake nf a failed IIS mission to 
salvage the stalled Middle East 
peace process. On Monday US 
peace envoy Dennis Ross 
codeJ a Inur-day Middle East 
shuttle without securing an 
agreement from Israel and the 
Palestinians on a US initiative 
to restart the deadlocked peace j 
process. 

Ross had been trying to get 
j.the. two sides to accept a US 
proposal for an Israeli with¬ 
drawal m stages I rum 13 per¬ 
cent of the West Bank—a pull¬ 
back that would be 
accompanied by Palestinian 
steps to combat terrorism and 
safeguard Israel's security. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
rejected the 13 percent pull- 
back and did not commit to 
another figure during a fourth .; 
and final meeting with Ross j 
laic Monday, before the Amer- ! 
ican mediator headed back to j 
Washington. 

Netanyahu spokesman j 
David Bar-Ulan said, however. • 
that negotiations with the I 
United States and the Palestin¬ 
ians will continue and that 
there had been movement 

toward resolving the year-long 
stalemate. 

"There’s no deal, but I know 
the UilTcrcncc between tread- 1 
ing water and real progress, j 
and there was real progress." • 
Bar-Illan said. "It is lair to say I 
that Israel is mu willing tn go t 
13 percent, bin we might he j 
willing to find a creative J 

solution." 

Palestinian Authority Prcsi- I 
(lent Yasser Arafat left for a J 
scheduled trip lo the Nether- ; 

lands early Monday without | 

gixing his approval to the US , 
proposal, hut sources close to | 
the negotiations said he j 
seemed inclined to accept it if i 
lie could he sure that Israel 
would implement such an i 
agreement. ! 

■"Basically, he doesn’t like j 
ihe package because he thinks ) 
it is closer to Israel's position, i 
hut given all lof the problems! ' 
going on between the United ; 
States and Israel, he would | 
like to say yes." said one 
source, who asked not to he j 

Continued on page 2 ! 


Muslims arrive in 
Saudi for Hajj 

• Thousands of pilgrims were 
expected lo arrive in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia's Hajj Terminal on Wednes¬ 
day tn meet a midnight deadline 
for their entry into the kingdom 
tn perform the annual hajj pil¬ 
grimage. 

Saudi Arabia said on Tuesday 
more than one million Muslims 
had arrived for hajj. which 
reaches a climax on April 6 
when pilgrims march lo Mount 
Arafat, the site of Prophet Mo¬ 
hammad's last sermon 14 centu¬ 
ries ago . The culmination of the 
hajj is the Eid Al Adha or sacri¬ 
fice feast, which falls an Tues¬ 
day. April 7. 

Up to 10,000 medical staff 
have been put on round-the- 
clock calL Last year, a fire swept 
through a desert tent camp kill¬ 
ing 343 people. Saudi ojficials 
said it was caused by a pilgrim 
trying to cook a meal on a gas 
stove in his tent. It spread quick¬ 
ly engulfing over 70.000 tents. 




Islamist fortunes surge 
in civic elections 


AMMAN tSiari—March, 

apparently, was Islamist vic¬ 
tory month. They swept seats 
in two professional associa¬ 
tions and three university stu¬ 
dent council elections. Major 
victories are expected to con¬ 
tinue in April. 

The final win came at the 
end of March when Islamists 
won a major land-slide in the 
elections for Student Council 
at Muta University. Islamists 
took 73 scats of the 9R-man 
body. 

Observers believe that these 
victories point to the Tact that 
Islamists will continue to 
dominate the most vital insti¬ 
tutions in the country. Despite 
the fact dial the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood is not represented in 
the Lower House, observers 
feel that their strong presence 
in civic institutions have vin¬ 
dicated their decision not to 
run in last November’s parlia¬ 
mentary' elections. Jslumists 
say that the movement ^.con¬ 
solidating itself and is already- 
gaining more grass-root 
support. 

The latest win was the sixth 
so far among elections to civic 
institutions held in the country 
Iasi month. Despite (he fact 
these institutions are tradition¬ 
ally considered Islamic strong¬ 
holds. the successive victories 
arc putting an end to specula¬ 
tion that support among the 
people could very well take a 



Islamic students contest one man. one vote at UJ 


tumble, hccausc they have 
ousted themselves from Parlia¬ 
ment. Indeed their boycott of 
the elections was originally 
seen by many analysts as :»n 
"historically bad decision.” 

The Islamists" first grab was 
in the 40.000 strong Jordan 
Engineers Association. They 


won all of the seven scats on 
the JEA’s executive, in addi¬ 
tion to the post of president 
and vice president. 

They did it again in recent 
Agricultural Engineers Asso¬ 
ciation elections, winning 

Continued on page 2 



Palestinian Sesame Street’ 
seeks peaceful road 


• Art of 

break-danciag 
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By Marjorie Miller . . 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Courage 
ii not a quality usually associated with 
the. production.of ihe children's edu¬ 
cational television series ’’Sesame 
Street.”'.on which - 
innocent Muppets - 
teach (he ABCs and JBsSH 

But put an Israeli 

Muppet on "Rchov WT v# 

Sumsum" and a Pal- r} r\ r t 

estinian Muppet on n tj U U I 1 
. "Sharaa Simsira."" 
let; the purple and ■ 
orange monsters . 
meet and suddenly - 
lhe. words ""courageous" and "brave" 
are being used-to describe ihe lsrneli- 


Pafestinian co-production that begins 

airing l April. 

This Middle Eastern version of 
"Sesame Street” is at once a symbol 
of hope for peaceful cocxis- 

t tcncc and a sign of how- 
wrong things have gone 
with the Isracti-Palcsiiniun 
peace process: it strives to 
teach mutual respect but 
risks being soen as suhver- 

t sive on both sides, 

"You did it.” executive 
producer Lewis Bernstein, 
with the New- York-based 
..- Children's Television 
Workshop, told his Israeli 
and Palestinian colleagues ffl a pro- 
view celebration last week. “YVc knew 


it would not be easy. We were 
right....You have persevered " 

And now. Bernstein said- "This is 
likely to be seen as a Rorschach test. 
Wc still don’t know hoiv. in the end. 
children and parents will react" 

TTic fctir i.s that the participants in 
the joint project will be accused of 
selling out to the other side, of creat¬ 
ine a fantasy peace in an area still 
mired in conflict. 

Israelis ;md Palestinians won’t he 
the only ones watching (he reaction. 
Children’s Television Workshop 
already has had queries tmm Bmmvu- 
Hcrzcgnvina. Non hem Ireland and 
South Africa about the production by 
Israel Educational Television, or 
JETV. and Al Quds University’s Insti¬ 


tute for Modem Media. 

“Rchov Sumsum/Sharaa Sirosim" 
was conceived in 1994 during what 
many believed was a new era of peace 
brought on by the historic handshake 
between Israeli Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin and Palestinian leader 
Yasser AralaL 

But Ihe first meeting between the 
two sides was delayed when a Jewish 
law student assassinated Rabin in 
November 1995 over the deal to trade 
(and far peace. 

When Rabin's successor govern¬ 
ment was ousted in the May 1996 
elections and the more conservative 
Benjamin Netanyahu wax elected. 

Continued on page 2 
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On the occasion of 

11 M 4 III 
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and to 

the Arab & Islamic nations 


its (elicitations and best wishes 
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Basking in the limelight of 
downtown Amman 


Continued from page 1 

these joints. 

Muller su\ s his clicnis bu\ 
l iy a retie >• and jsk him to pul 
ii on their tab. so ihcii dent 
keeps mountinj. Eventually 
i hey dn pay. "it's not in usu¬ 
al!} money, hut in trade.” the 
y«iiin« man points nut. - The\ 
bring me a jacket, a carton of 
cigarettes, and sometimes 
even money, though this 
doesn't happen very often." 

It's a way of haggling. 

Maher say > he uouSdn’Heave 
this place lor the world. The 
clients are kind to him. help¬ 
ing him out in had times, in 
ewhange for wiping their 
• late elean. 

He confided that one old 
gay even made a n':ur</ for his 
lather to g«» hack to work 

despite the lacl Lhet he had 
icached retirement age. 

Em there is a certain street 
ritual that also hinds Maher to 
his paich. He says there is j 
son o| “honor agrcemenl" 
heiwccn iltc town sellers not 
t-» infringe upon the corners of 
one another. 

One i-i the other enmmon 

sights in the streets is the 

sweet-hitter smell ol col fee. 

.Vhu Eiss.i coffee corner, 
just oppiisite the old building 
of ihe Greater Amman Munic¬ 
ipality is a traditional haunt 
lor l.iviv “1 can't work with¬ 
out Ahu Ei.ssa's black coffee.'' 
says Sami, a 34-\ear-old who 
drircs a cah. 

■'Sometimes I drive all the 
way from home in Marka 
i west Amman i. ignoring all 
people, jusl lo have j cup 
front Ahu Fassa; n | coffee I 
■iiiesn’i have ihe same taste 
w hen 1 drink ii al home.” 

tt lui's the secret” OJd-man 
Ahu Eiss.i was not the nglu 
man to give an answer 
Instead J.imecl. 3!. and 
another ia\t Jri-.er. who was 
oil the mail hy S in the eve¬ 
ning emhusi.:-.iiejl!\ said ■’It's 
a i radii ion. and a way u.i start 
work on ir.c nghi loot." 

Jaiiiccl. who has been driv¬ 
ing for the Ijsi eigni years, 
lamented that this is the worst 
time lor taxi drivers, blaming 
the authorities lor lack oi 
planning. "There are loo many 
taxi eomp.mics around, and 






p-'er;... 


Good old days in present day Amman 


almost every day you hear of 
a new- one being established. 
Now. it s a street race for pas¬ 
sengers Things were easier in 
the past." 

Bui Mxi drivers are not the 
only ones who are feeling the 
crunch. 

Stores continue to close 
early despite the coming Eid 
festivities, due to start next 
Tuesday. 

"We have been wailing for 
government employees to 
receive their pay cheeks in the 
hope the market would pick 
up- before Eid. hut customers 
are not showing up.” said 
Vlarwan. 36. a local who owns 
jn imported cloths shop. “The 
market has been sleepy since 
last year. Most of the lime wc 
just waste lime drinking cof¬ 
lee and smoking cigarettes." 

And the downtown square 
also has many tales to tell. 
The most common site is the 
heavy presence ol Iraqis in the 
evening, making this part of 
downtown their meeting 
court. 

. Most are unemployed peo¬ 
ple who don't want to go hack 
home. They scratch out a liv- 
ing doing odd jobs to save for 
ihe one dinar penally they 
have to pay lor every day they 
stay beyond the legal limit. 

"i am working as a body¬ 
building cojeh in a gym. The 


pay is not good but it helps 
me to survive." said Sa'ad. 28. 
a former cx-soldicr in the 
Iraqi Republican Guard. From 
the monthly packet, he sup¬ 
ports a family of eight hack 
home in Iraq. Despite the 
hardship, he looks with opti¬ 
mism to the future. "Like 
many Iraqis. I want to go to a 
European country, where I can 
start a new life." 

Among the Iraqis in the 
downtown area, you can find 
many shades of opinion: pro- 
Saddam Hussein, and those 
who oppose him. 

Jordanians are sympathetic 
to Iraqis and try to help them 
whenever they can. 'They arc 
dose to our hearts, so wc do 
give them support and make 
them feel at home." said Kha¬ 
lil. a street htisra seller in the 
square. 

But Amman seems to be a 
hot favorite for attracting 
many from different comers 
of the Arab world. One coffee 
shop is a meeting place for 
Sudanese who are working in 
the country. 

it is also the only coffee 
shop downtown that continues 
serving after midnight. "We 
meet here almost every night 
after a lone hard day." said 
Osman. 31. "This coffee shop 
has Sudanese who hold differ¬ 
ent political views."* 


Hamas vows to avenge 
death of top leader 


Continued from page i 

ideni illed 

"On iltc Israeli side, thev 
don't like .i number «»f things, 
p.irticularlv »he si/e nl the fur¬ 
ther redcpliixnieni. And they 
arc insisting on the concept of 
reciprocity, whereas tne Amer¬ 
ican approach is to concentrate 
on parallel actions rather than 
coiidiiiona!ii>." the source 
said. 

US officials have declined 
to give details of the American 
proposal or specifics of the 
negotiations. Krad; media 
have reported that the United 
States is promoting a 13.1 per- 
coni withdrawal lit at would 
take pljce in three stages over 
12 vvccls. while the Palestin¬ 
ians would ban incitement in 
the sell-rule areas, ratify 


changes in the Palcsiine Liber¬ 
ation Organization covenant— 
eliminating clauses calling for 
ihe destruction of Israel—and 
give Israel a complete 
accounting of the number of 
Palestinian police and security 
forces. 

Nc [any ahu denied media 
repons that a compromise was 
emerging in which he would 
agree lo an 11 percent pull¬ 
back—up from the 9 percent 
he has previously said is the 
most Israel can offer. 

"Wc have not discussed 
specifics on percentages, and 
therefore reports of a sup¬ 
posed agreement are not true." 
he said. 

Ross was to return to Wash¬ 
ington overnight to brief US 
Secretary of State Madeleine 


Albright and. later in the week. 
President Clinton on the results 
ol his mission. He is expected 
to make another trip hack to 
the region in the coming 
weeks. 

Burlier Monday. Ross trav¬ 
eled to Egypt to brief President 
Husni Mubarak on the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and. 
sounding frustrated, suggested 
that American patience was 
running out. 

"At sbmc point, we have to 
bring this effort to a conclu¬ 
sion." he said, hinting that the 
Clinton administration will not 
keep up mediation efforts indef¬ 
initely. ■ 

LA Times-Washinglan Post 
Sews Service 



Join us at the French Cultural Centre for the following courses: 
French Coursos for Beginner & Advanced Levels, Translation, Conversation... 
Specialised French for Beginners 
Spoken Arabic Courses for Beginner & Advanced Levels 


I ■ RegisJrat^Q Linfii. Saturday, April 4th & courses start on April 11th 


(Fees : 75 JD.) 
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System®, your way to nature 


International 

HERB 

Association 


CWr^H«aPiiil»twnJ 

MEMBER 


Systems, always seeks to provide it customers 
with the best in service by offering a 
destinguished brands of oil treatment, creams, 
shampoos, iOO percent natural soap with no 
chemicals or dyes. Recently the company has 
developed an excellent site on the internet and 
was awarded the three star Health Atoz rating. 
This sight is very informative providing the latest 
in quality care and health products. Interested 
customers can search the web directly on their 
site. This is a complementary privilge offering a 
unique opportunity for one-srop shopping. 

Health Atoz (www.healthatoz.com) is a 
comprehensive search engine in health and 
medicine receiving over 3 million hits per month. 
Also Systema is a member of the International 
Herb Association, and the International Aroma 
Therapy and Herb Association. 

Our Web Site 

http:llwww.systemajo.com 


For more information please call 
Xelefax: <92© 6 5532976 


Dutch singer expre 
love for Jordan 


By a Star Staff Writer 

"LOVE AT first sight"—thill's what 
happened to Dutch singer Diana Ring. 
However, she didn't fall in 
love wiih a person, she 
for an entire country. 

Diana is now in Jnn 
having been brought < 
by the Ministry 
Tourism. 

She sings in 14 I; 
guages and hopes fl 
Arabic will be her 15 
"When I was 16. I s£ 

His Majesty King Hus 
cin on TV. My moihi 
said 'look in the eyes < 
this man—he has wan 
feelings and the kind 
ness of a father.'" 

Since then Diana ha 
become very attache*, 
lo Jordan and its peo¬ 
ple. “I used to colled 
pictures of the King 
and all the members of 
the Royal Family. ! 
considered them my 
movie stars." Diana 
says. Her dream came 
true when she met the 
King and Queen, and 
Inter. Crown Prince 
Prince Hassan. 

A ballad in Ger¬ 
man wits sung hy 
Diana and presented 
on King Hussein's hirt 
lad—-an appreciation of Jordan—was 
also translated into English. She was 
recently interviewed hy the Tuesday 
Branch Show on Jordan Rndi.t. and 


answered ihe questions.spontaneously 
and openly. ' 

This lucky lady, a mother of two chil¬ 
dren. one of whom is named Petra, 
began her career as an opera singer 






only later turned to tne pop 
music world. 

"Music is one way of introducing 
and promoting a country's culture to 


prospective visitors from the outside, 
and to that end. Diana has agreed to 
have her latest song made into a 
video, with backgrounds of popular 
local touristic spots' like ■ Petra. 
Jerash. Wadi Rum and downtown. 
Amman,”. Minister of. 

Tourism Aqel 
Biltaji said. 
“Love at First 
Sight” is being 
produced free of 
charge in coopera¬ 
tion with the Jor¬ 
dan Tourism 
Board <JTB). . 
Kamal Dafish. pro¬ 
ducer and com¬ 
poser of. the - lyrics, 
ibid The Star that a 
second video clip 
will be filmed in 
the Jordanian desert 
with Diana appear¬ 
ing as a bedouin 
lady living in a tent, 
who wakes at dawn 
to admire the scen¬ 
ery, bake bread. and. 
naturally, do a little . 

‘ W ^ 

Love at First 
u” talks about a 
antic ~ relationship 
men a foreign lady 
comes to lour Jor- 
ind is attracted to a 
ed man in a tradi- 
! costume. As it 
rums out. it’s not a love 
affair, but it does symbolize the love 
for Jordan that lives- in the heart of 
Diana Ring. ■ 


Survey 
spotlights 
attacks on 
press 

Continued from page 1 

grams broadcast abroad by 
satellite, while the media 
remain suhject to broadcast 
and press laws that restrict 

news content.. 

Press laws in Iran. Egypt. 
Lebanon, and Yemen enable 
authorities to prosecute jour¬ 
nalists for reporting on 
alleged government corrup¬ 
tion and other controversial 
domestic issues. Interna¬ 
tional and Arabic satellite 
networks have become a 
popular alternative source of 
news for residents of Teh¬ 
ran. Damascus, and Algiers, 
providing a means lo cir¬ 
cumvent government- 

imposed restrictions on the 
flow of information. Internet 
use has begun to spread 
gradually in many countries 
through the region despite 
government efforts to limit 
its use. 

Compiled from the first¬ 
hand research of CPJ's pro¬ 
fessional staff. Attacks on 
the Press in 1997 is the sin¬ 
gle most authoritative, com¬ 
prehensive. and up-to-date 
■source of information on the 
status of press freedom 
around the world. The book, 
documents in compelling 
detail nearly 500 attacks car¬ 
ried out to silence journalists 
and news organizations 
through physical assault, 
imprisonment, censorship, 
and legal harassment. It also 
describes CPJ's action on 
behalf of hundreds of jour¬ 
nalists through emergency 
response and fact-finding 
missions, personal appeals 
by CPJ board members and 
staff, grassroots efforts, dip¬ 
lomatic channels, and media 
campaigns. ■ 

To view Attacks on the 
Press in 1997 online, visit 
CPJ's web site 
at<w ww.cpj.org>. 


Israeli-Palestinian \Sesame 
Street^ seeks veaceful road 


Continued from page 1 

several members of the Pales¬ 
tinian team quit^thc project, 
despairing over the prospects 
for peaceful coexistence. 

As if to prove them right, an 
Islamic extremist suicide 
bomber killed himself and four 
IsraeSis-in a chic Tel Aviv cafe, 
on the eve of the filming of Pal r 
estinian .segments at lETV's 
Tel Aviv studio. 

jftlli Pnlpsiinisin pmdnrpr 

Daoud Kuttah and Israeli pro¬ 
ducer Dolly Wolhrum were 
committed to carrying on. 

"During production, it was 
very hard emotionally for both 
sides." Wolhrum said. “But wc 
felt wc must do this despite the 
assassination and bombings, 
because this is what the show is 
all about." 

The "Rehov Sumsum/Sharaa 
Simsim" producers have not 
only created two streets for two 
peoples, they also have made 
two versions of "Sesame 
Street" with several "crosso¬ 
ver" shows in which the Mup- 
pets meet. Israel which already 
has had "Sesame Street" For 
several years, will air 60 epi¬ 
sodes of 27 minutes each, with 
many segments on tnlcrance 
among different sectors oF 
Israeli society as well as all of 
the Palestinian-produced mate¬ 
rial. About a fifth of the Israeli 
population is Arabic-speaking. 

The Palestinians, who are 
just being introduced to "Ses¬ 
ame Street." will get 20 shows 
of 15 minutes each that include 
the crossover segments but oth¬ 
erwise very little of ihe Hebrew 
material. 

The crossover segments ' 
teach tolerance and respect for 
e;ich other's language and cul¬ 
ture. While stressing similari¬ 
ties between the two peoples, 
however, they are a sad remin¬ 
der of how little Israelis and 
Palestinians really know nhout 
each other. 

In one segment, a 3-ycar-old 
Israeli monster named Dnfi vis¬ 
its the Palestinian "Shura Sim¬ 
sim" lo deliver u lalafcl to 
Adel, a hi lingual music teacher, 
sent to him hv his cousin Amal. 


an Israeli-Arab who lives on 
Rehov Sumsum. There. Daft 
meets a 3-year-old Palestinian 
monster named Haneen. 

“We eat falafel on Shnraa 
Simsim—do they cat falafel 
loo?” Haneen-asks Adel. 

“Of course. Haneen. They 
eat falafel on Rehov Sumsum 
loo." Adel answers. 

Kuttab. the Palestinian pro¬ 
ducer. said that Israelis on the 
project had wanted an introduc¬ 
tory je^ment irs — hich (h«'|w>. 

sides meet and become fast, 
friends but that the Palestinians 
rejected the idea. 

"We said no. that in reality it 
takes time lo get to know each 
other. The political situation 
doesn't permit hugging and 
kissing when people are still 
dying. It is more credible to 
have a gradual build-up.” he 
said. 

The two sides agreed before 
production began that they 
would stay away From sensitive 
political issues. No soldiers in 
uniform, no flags, no other 
symbols of nationalism. And 
yet they ran into problems a 
few times when the Israelis Fell 
the Palestinians were taking 
political stands. 

In one script, a Palestinian 
Olympic runner was to have 
been described as representing 
the "Palestinian state." Wol- 
brum said she told Kuttab. "I 
can't put ‘Palestinian state' on 
government television. 

“They didn't want to change 
it.... 1 couldn't accept it." 

In the end. the runner. Majcd 
Abu Morajil. was unable to get 
out of the Gaza Strip for the 


shoot because of an Israeli mil¬ 
itary closure. 

The shows try to break down 
internal walls and stereotypes 
as well’ as the Israefi- 
PaJestinian barriers. .On the 
Palestinian side, one of the 
humim characters is Leila, a 
modem and spunky 12-year- 
old .girl who loves computers 
and-e-mails friends-around* the 
world.. . 

On the Israeli side, Sharon 
uic sdupneeper is « zj-ye*i-old 
modem religious man living in 
what clearly is a secular neigh¬ 
borhood. And the theme song 
incorporates Arabic and alter¬ 
nates between Western- and. 
Eastern-sounding music. '• 

Kuttab describes the "asym¬ 
metry" in the two sides' situa¬ 
tions. Israelis had a govern¬ 
ment. institution behind Lhem. a 
studio and years of experience 
in children's television. Pales¬ 
tinians hacf an inexperienced 
private media center behind 
them and the will to learn. 

“We started from scratch.” 
Kuttab said. "We '. were 
involved tri every aspect of our 
production.., from writing to 
puppeteering to production.;. I 
am very -proud of what hap¬ 
pened. We gained a tremen¬ 
dous amount otf training that 
we never would have , gotten 
otherwise, and we have done a 
good job giving Palestinian 
children a program to be proud 
of. They have nothing else 
even remotely close to this: V 


LA Times-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Islamist fortunes 
surge in civic elections 


IN THE ALLEN CIRCUIT 
COURT 

CAUSE NO. 02C01-9802-DR-221 


STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF ALLEN 
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF 

EMAN t. elswerky. 

Petitioner 

AND: NASER MARAHEL. 
Respondent 


In Re: Petition for dissolution of marriage 

COMES NOW: the Petitioner. Em an T. Elswerky, and respectful¬ 
ly states as follows: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the public 
that the Petitioner Eman T. Elswerky, has Died her Petition for 
Dissolution or Marriage against the Respondent. Naser Marahei, 
with the Allen Circuit Court. County of Allen, State of Indiana. 
Petitioner respectfully requests that the bond of holy, matrimony 
be dissolved. A FINAL hearing In this matter has been scheduled 
in the Allan Circuit Court on the II day of May 1998 at 3:30 pjn. 

Dated on the 11 dav of Mav 1998 at 3:30 pun. 

Dated Feb. 26 1998’ 

AJB. 

Usabeth A- Blosscr 
Clerk of Allen CSrcnil Coart 

Prepared By: 

Anthony T.A do If 

Attorney U>#19247-64 

116 EJlerry Street. Suite#1000 ' 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802, USA 
(219)424-1000 


Continued from page 1 
seven scats as well as that of 
the post of president and vice 
president. 

The victory in the student 
elections at the University of 
Jordan was particularly signifi¬ 
cant because of recent changes 
in procedure thought to 
weaken Islamist prospects. 
Despite what is regarded as the 
deliberate introduction of the . 
one man. one vote system 
-which made in-roads in 
Islamic support, the Islamists 
maintained a significant pres¬ 
ence on the Student Council. 

They won 51 one seats of 
the SO-seat student.counci 1—a 
slight reduction of previous 
majorities—while their nation¬ 
alists and right-wing competi¬ 
tors won only 29 seats. 

But the loss number Islamist 
seats was compensated by an 
increase in the number of . 
votes they received. According 
to a university poll the per^ 
centage of voters increased 14 
percent to 71 percent. 

. The same held true in elec¬ 
tions that took, place .atZorqa 
Private University.' 

Islamists took the majority., 
of the Council- seats, though 
cynics would say that this is.- 
expected since it is effectively 
an Islamic university. What¬ 
ever the case. Muslim students 
won 22 of the 27-seat council. 


But in all fairness, the rest of 
the - students ' were 
independents. /'} 

Next Friday, the Islamists 
are expected to start ihe month- 
of April, in style.- as members 
of the Jordan Nurses and Mid-. 
wives Association elect their 
1/1-member council. The Isla¬ 
mists are already guaranteed. 
eight seats since the other four 
midwives are standing as inde¬ 
pendent'candidates. Eight can¬ 
didates are competing for the. 
rest of the’ six seats in- tfie 
Nursing share, while six of 
these are' running, under the. 
Islamic “while list."* . 


Settlements 
bring West 
Bank future 
to brink 

Continued from page 1 

Unlike the previous gov¬ 
ernment of Yitzhak Rabin. 
; which signed the Oslo 
accords, the. right-wing 
coalition of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
been allowing construction 
not only in settlements 
close to Israel's . current 
border with - the West 
Bank, but in the heartland 

of Palestinian-populated 

areas. 

..At the same time, it is 
reluctantly turning author¬ 
ity over portions of these 
same areas— under the 
Oslo accords^-to Palestin¬ 
ians. who expect to declare 
a state on that land in little 
over a year. 

- Dennis Ross. President 
Clinton's envoy to the 
Middle EasL Monday con¬ 
cluded a four-day exercise 
aimed at trying to head off 
the conflict of those two 
paths. He sought to per¬ 
suade Netanyahu to honor 
Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright's call for a 
“time out" on settlement 
expansion and fulfill agree- 
.mems to turn over more of 
the West Bank to the Pal¬ 
estinians.' in' return for 
steps Hy thePalestinians 
against 'terrorism*. 

Reports m Israel sug¬ 
gested . Netanyahu. might 
agree to a temporary, freeze 
on settlements deep in the 
West Bank in return for 
silent assent by the Ameri¬ 
cans for Israel to continue 
building in controversial 
areas around Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu Monday dis¬ 
missed those reports. "We 
are nor talking about a set¬ 
tlement freeze at any 
stage." he said. 

In the past, attempts to 
curb Jewish settlement 
expansion have produced 
moit words than results. 
The number of Jewish set¬ 
tlers in the. West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has expanded 
steadiiy. increasing hy 
roughly 9 percent annually 
even under the “partial 
freeze" of Rabin's Labor 
Party government. 

. There arc now 4.800 
housing ' units under con- 
strncl^n^ aoconiyig to the 
Israeli group Peace Now. 
which monitors , the settle¬ 
ments. and another -5.000 
empty—? claim the Israeli 
government denies. Mossi 
Raz. head of Peace Now. 
said more settlements are 
being HuIlL a long-range 
strategy in overcome occa¬ 
sional political obstacles. 

“In the opinion of Bihi 
Netanyahu, every halt is a 
sign of weakness.” said 
Shtul. the president of the 
local councif of Eli. a set¬ 
tlement midway between 
Tel Aviv and the Jordanian 
border. "Netanyahu is 
dways saying ihar he will 
■not take down a single set¬ 
tlement. And since he is 
building within the settle¬ 
ments. it shows that he 
means what he says." 

“Jf he doesn’t take down 
any settlements, if they all 
remain under Israeli con¬ 
trol. I don't sec any chance 
of a peace with the Pales¬ 
tinians." said Raz. 

The conflict-is daunting, 
because the settlements arc 
no longer Just a few places 
with shanties housing a 
handful of political extre¬ 
mists. Fifteen.' years ago. 
there were about 21.000 
settlers: , today there arc 
more than 160.000. • 

Khalil Tufakji. a cartog¬ 
rapher at the Orient House, 
a Palestinian center in Jeru¬ 
salem. Jias been watching 
the growth of settlements 
like Eli. Although the 
Israeli -government con¬ 
tends it has started no new 
-.settlements since Netan¬ 
yahu took power in 1996. 
Tbfakji said there are 13-. 
new- developments under 
the guise of an "extension" 
of existingsettlements— 
extensions." that in .some" 
cases reach for morc'ihan a 
■mile • to/.a .single new 
mobile borne." he-said. 

“Since:--Netanyahu., the 
bulldozers are working 24 
hours." he said. ■ ~ 

' LA Tunes-Washington 
Post NewsService 


Writers Wanted 

Free-lance Writers required; An 
excellentcQnrimandof the 
English language Is a must. 
Experience In journalistic 
writing and computer literacy 
.• wili be ah advantage. If 
mterested fax your C.V to 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 
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Islamic win 

■ The klamists are here 10 stay. The latest proof lies in 
the Islamic win in the 
Agricultural Engineers 
Association IAEA). Us 
Islamic president Hassan 
Jabir. running on a 
“White List” won a land¬ 
slide majority of 981 
votes over his nationalist/ 
leftist rival. Mohammad 
Ahu Ayash. who received 
only 467 votes. The Isla¬ 
mists also took the post of 
rj deputy president. Abd AI 

* Hadi Falahat was voted in 

hy 1001 votes, beating his 
nation alist/leftist rival 

who got only 439 votes. .. ■ . .; ' 

The Islamists also domi- Jdbpr 

nated the executive coun- • T'.' ! T* :• • - ■' 

cil of the AEA. • ; 

Bordering on ideology! 

■ Raef Nijtm’s lecture at the Amman West Rotary 
. Cluh about the future of ibeiMIddle East peace'process 

has created a bit-of a controversy to the ranks of lsla- ' 
mists. The hone of canteation surrounds the fact that 
the lecture was {given at the Rotary Club, a part, of an ■’ 
organization which Islamists view with : suspicion! 
While Nijim, an. independent Islamist--aad-. a former 
minister, strongly defends the place precisely, because 
t Rotary is an international organization, anrt would . - 
V carry the message across to worjdwide audieiujes. other 
Islamists see the. issuie differently. Dr.Hammam Saeed, 
a former Islamic'deputy. plainly says, tliaie chibs, are 
suspicious since theyjare part of the Freemasons move-; 
ment. He added that ^ving lectures-orrsemln^s-in 
these organizations. Is rejected because they only “serve : 
the interests of inch clubs by marketing themselves . 
and gaining more.members."’ Siniiiarly-former lslamic 
deputy Mohammad Abu: Fans, widely regarded as a 
hawk, recites the same: chapter and verse. But he puts 
forward a more disturbing view.'He ,5^-that “these 
Rotary Clubs not only caH for-norraalbnuJoir with the 
Jews [Israel3;but also^share a common twtgtn with the 
Freemasons " He adds that ^we.are aot allowed to.ipeetv 
people who have, specified their ideological, political 
and strategic position by recognizing.the Jewish s*ate.\ 
and recommending normalizationrelations by holding, 
such meetings is not a good thing." - ? V 

* No to normalization 

■ The mayors of six local municipalities .in the north of. 

the Kingdom hove refused an invitation to visit Israel.. 
The invitation, delivered through the Jordanian Demo¬ 
cratic and Peace Movement, was made by the Mayor of 
the Israeli Kcryat Municipality. The Jordanian mayors 
say that the reason for their refusal to visit was their per¬ 
ception that the invitation “was not so innocent as it 
would first appear.*. They added that the visit involved 
ah invitation ! to go to Jerusalem, and that. Wbuld have 
meant effectively recognizing Israel's stranglehold over 
the city. • 

Armed robbery 

■ An armed robbery outside a bank in Juwideh’s central- 
market was carried out earlier this week. Thevthree rob* 
hers got away with JD-250.000. What is alarming is the 
way the robbery was carried out. One of the rabbets, 
who was dressed up in a policeman uniform, stopped the 
driver of the security van outside the bank, and asked to 
see his driver's license. As this was being dt^ne, the man . 

f\ pulled out a gun and ordered the driver back into the . 
|-h? van. The van. followed by the other two robbers in. 

I another car. was forced to an area free of people. At that 
point, the van was stopped, the robbers took the plastic 
hags full of money, and made their getaway. .. ' 

Explosion at school 

■ An official source at the General Security Depart¬ 
ment said an unidentified device exploded Saturday at 
1:30 am ut the entrance to the kindergarten-of the 
American Modern Schools in Amman, causing-minor 
damage. The accident respited in breakage to front 
windows and doors of the building. Tire source ^dded 
that nobody was hurt at the school which is owned by a 
Jordanian. According to the source, investigations are 
underway. 


Prune Minister Abdul Solum Al Majali briefed the press Monday on the latest visit of HM King Hussein to the US. He i 
smd foe focus of the trip involved a routine health check-up. bilateral ties between Jordan and the US. described by \ 
Majak as excellent, and the latest developments on the peace track, including ways of moving forward on the Lebanese l 
and Syrian fronts, methods for bridging the current gap between the Palestinians and Israel and finding a final solution ! 
to. the Iraqi question . 

Society seen through | 
lens of local history j 


BylbtJsam Awadat 

. Special to The Star 

HISTORY is an essential form 
pf-knowledge. Jt reinforces a 
nation’s identity, puts its cul¬ 
ture in perspective and acts as a 
preamble to change. • - 

. It was with this in mind that 
more than 35 scholars partici¬ 
pated last week in a unique* 
conference titled “The Social 
'History of Jordan.** The event 
held under ' the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. in 
.. cooperation with AI.Urdun AI 
Jadid Research Center fUJRF) 
and the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences of the Uni¬ 
versity of'Jordan, was held 
between 24.and 26 March and. 
dealt with differennopics rang- 
•tog. from historical fact to cur¬ 
rent cultural. development, 
/including . enquiries into 
changes, -and possible ehal- 
1 lenges related to the future of 
die country, ... 

- " ‘‘Tfcas meeting is a pioneer¬ 
ing St®mpt to bring out aspects 
of our national history that are 
often neglected, and which 
should hot be restricted to gov¬ 
ernment leaders and political 
, decision makers,” Haiti Hou¬ 
rani, director of UJRC said. , 

• “Opr democratic atmosphere 
Urges us now to focus oh previ¬ 
ously prohibited or uncomforta¬ 
ble issues,*' Hourani continued. 

; citing such examples as the his¬ 
tory of labor movements, 
national uprisings, formation of 
;polificil parties and various 
. social organizations and cultu¬ 
ral habits. 

The conference Bore out his 
I chum.. For instance, a paper 
presented by Dr Ali Mahaftha, 
associate, professor of History 
: at the University of Jordan, dis¬ 
cussed relations between the 
; government and (he opposition 


. in Jordan. 

Participants—mostly from 
the United Slates. Britain, and 
Jordon—came voluntarily, 

without remuneration, based on 
their various interests, and their 
desire to share them. ■'Finan¬ 
cial problems presented a big 
obstacle, (hat's the reason why 
only 50 percent of the invited 
experts managed to come.'* 
Hourani said. 

Despite the low turnout, 
Hourani pointed out that a pri¬ 
mary expectation of the confer¬ 
ence was- to encourage partici¬ 
pants to more fully develop 
and document their findings as 
well as to help gather and orga¬ 
nize these in libraries and 
research centers—as well as 
over the Internet—-where they 
would be more widely availa- ( 
He to those doing similar 
work. 

The organizing committee 
exercised no particular stan¬ 
dards in selecting the experts: 
instead, they gave a blanket 
invitation to interested parties 
through a “call for papers*' on 
the internet and among Jorda¬ 
nian universities. 

“In addition, we want to pro- 
mote.thc concept of our confer¬ 
ence in a way that would 
encourage further dialogue 
between academics and stu¬ 
dents.” Hourani added. “We 
feel that such a meeting will be 
of considerable importance in 
creating strong relationships 
between experts in the field 
through the mass media.” 

• Interest in social, cultural 
and political changes in Jordan 
pushed many experts to spend 
years in the country. Because 
of this, most of the participants 
>poke Arabic fluently: the mix¬ 
ing of Arabic and English to 
discover and clarify the partic¬ 
ulars of Jordanian social and 


cultural life created a comforta¬ 
ble and interesting atmosphere 
throughout the various 
sessions. 

Richard Antnun. Professor 
of Anthropology. Slate Univer¬ 
sity of New York at Bingham¬ 
ton spent more than .VI years in 
Jordan, studying changes 
which took place in Kura, 
north of Jordan. ‘Tve worked 
to Kura since 1959. so l have 
witnessed the changes which 
took place in the region. For 
example, in the past vve used to 
walk miles just to find a trans¬ 
port vehicle." Antoun said. 
"Since that time there's been a 
veritable revolution in Kura 
with regard to transportation." 

Antoun's presentation, titled 
“Changing Settlements Pat¬ 
terns and Local-Level Political 
Structures in Kura: From 
Makhtara to Village Council to 
Baladtyya in Kufr Al-Ma.” 
mentioned a number of 
changes concerning family val¬ 
ues. especially factors which 
effected transformations of 
some long-standing social 
traditions. 

The program was rich in the 
many controversial issues 
introduced. 

“My paper deals with the 
question of local women's 
right to acquire land. I dis¬ 
cussed how certain land poli¬ 
cies which began in the Emi¬ 
rate of Transjordan in 1927. 



affected women's ability to 
own. acquire or inherit land." 
Michael Fischbach. Professor 
of History at Randolph Macon 
College, told The Star. 

"Typically, most Transjorda¬ 
nian males denied women’s 
inheritance rights, those guar¬ 
anteed both by Islamic law— j 
Sharia —and by the civil code.” j 
Fischbach noted. 

“The interesting thing is that 
although the land policy 
opened the possibility for 
women to recover their land 
rights. I feel the policy ulti¬ 
mately worked against them.” 
he continued. 

Fischbach’s interest in Jor¬ 
dan goes back ID years, to 
when he studied land owner¬ 
ship. particularly in the north of 
the Kingdom—specifically 

Ajlun. He also has a daughter 
living in Jordan, so he consid¬ 
ers himself, as he said. Ibn Al 
Balad (citizen of the country). 

Paul Lalor. associate profes¬ 
sor of Islamic and Middle East 
studies. Edinburgh University. 
Scotland, introduced the con¬ 
ference to his unique study. 
"Naming Jordanion-Palestinian 
Relations." 

"I want to show in my paper 
what and how collective nick¬ 
names tell us about social his¬ 
tory. in particular, identity." he 
said. ■ 
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Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EIDAL-ADHA 



The Management and Staff of 
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GROUP 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
ElD AL-ADHA 
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< By Raed Al Abed 

! Privatization and smooth talk in 
Parliament 


*•* The first ordinary session of the Lower House ended with 
a stormy debate on the policy of privatization. Though many 
deputies at the begining of the discussion protested the gov¬ 
ernment plans to privatize public institutions—surprise, sur¬ 
prise—this was not the case when it came to a vote. Indeed, 
the majority voted against a fiery memo signed by 43 depu¬ 
ties against privatization. 

It seems that the deputies' initial outrage simmered down 
hy some sweet talk from Deputy Prime Minister Dr Jawud Al 
Anani. who promised that the government would only con¬ 
tinue the privatization process after careful consideration. 

He noted that privatization, which conies within a compre¬ 
hensive economic development process, cannot be a success 
without pooling the efforts of the executive and legislative 
apparatus of the state. 

“Privatization has become an essential strategy fur numer¬ 
ous slat as in the world, particularly those who once followed 
a socialist model." Anani said in the government's reply i«> 
parliament. 

Anani also assured thaL the government will present a law 
to prohibit monopolistic practices, and another to establish 
what is called “generations funds." 

7*hc deputy prime minister, who defended privatization, 
faced a barrage of criticism from deputies at the beginning of 
the session. Forty-three deputies signed a memo demanding 
that the government stop the strategy. 

However, such a prutesl did not I;im lung and was over¬ 
come by the government's will. Only 15 deputies voted in 
support of the suggestion to stop implementing privatization, 
while 61 deputies voted against. 

The ISO degree turn-around of the majority of deputies 
gave cause for considerable controversy, .is did ihc failure of 
deputies to gain press support for their attitudes and methods 
of discussing the privatization issue. But political observers 
suggest that it was the direct pressure of the government that 
accounted for the abrupt change of opinion among the 
legislators. 

The deputies seem to have a dual attitude. When they 
address their constituents, they do not hotd back any criticism 
of government policies, but once under the dome, their anger 
seems suddenly to subside. This is a clever tactic: the law¬ 
makers gain the support of both their constituents and the 
government. 

Anani. for his part, realizes in advance that the deputies' 
final resolution will never surpass the government’s will. Per¬ 
haps this is why he began his speech with the word "imple¬ 
mentation." stressing that the government will maintain 
responsibility for many critical sectors including health, edu¬ 
cation. water, social development and environment. 

Parliamentary backers of privatization constitute a clear 
majority in the House. Yet the parliamentary debate revealed 
that tile Lower House has a limited understanding the matter; 
even the speeches delivered by deputies critical of privatiza¬ 
tion failed to reflect what constituted its core. Perhaps the 
question at this point is whether it is possible to ‘have it both 
ways.' As it is. some deputies seem more interested in chang¬ 
ing their minds than in examining the real nature of the issues 
at hand. ■ 
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Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-ADHA 
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Defying the Domino Theory 


Our Say... 


Playing Washington’s game 

NO ONE expected US special envoy to the Middle East Dennis Ross to break the 
deadlock that is crippling the peace process. In {'act. the outcome of the visit came 
as no surprise because the Israeli position has remained unchanged since US Sec¬ 
retary of State Madeline Albright visited the region last September. 

If Ross' visit achieved anything, it only underlined the magnitude of the crisis 
that has put the peace process on hold ami set the region back to the years preced¬ 
ing the Madrid initiative. More important!) the visit exposed the fragility of the 
US position as a mediator, a sponsor and a broker of peace between the Palestin¬ 
ians and the Israelis. Without US pressure on the government of Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. diplomatic efforts to jump-start the peace process and put it back on track 
arc futile and impotent. 

Netanyahu has managed to dictate the agenda and steer the process and in so 
doing, he has compromised the US position and frustrated foreign policy makers 
in Washington. The embarrassment oter the US failure in the Middle East has 
come clear in recent days as US officials made veiled threats about Washington 
pulling out of the peace process altogether. Which is fine by Netanyahu. 

The US administration lacks the courage and will to re-engage the parties and 
take necessary risks to translate agreements into reality. Thus Netanyahu was able 
to snub President Clinton and his top aides while relying on the solid support for 
Israel in the US Congress. 

So what if the US does pull out of the process? Eien without pulling out, the 
peace process is dead—so long as the political power structure remains un¬ 
changed in Israel. The Israeli public has allowed Netanyahu to steer their country 
away from commitments made to the Palestinians under the Oslo and Washington 
accords. With no real challenge within the Israeli political structure. Netanyahu is 
unlikely to change his mind on accepting and applying the principle of land for 
peace. 

The Arabs by now realize that the US is the worst kind of mediator between 
them and the current Israeli government. This is particularly true in that the US is 
not showing any sensitivity to the interests and rights of millions of Arabs in gen¬ 
eral and the Palestinians in particular. 

Since the Europeans and the United Nations have been chased away by the 
United States. Washington's departure will not change the present reality of the 
peace process. 

The Arab side must understand that there is no use pinning hope on the current 
US administration emerging as an honest broker and a pro-active interlocutor. Ne¬ 
tanyahu is today able to legitimize his occupation of Arab territories while brag¬ 
ging about Israel’s interest in keeping the peace process alive. 

~ These hitter realities will continue to overshadow any genuine hope of a break¬ 
through in the absence of a new Arab initiative that chufigtfs the rules' ofUSIT 
game. So far we have been forced to play Washington's game" with Israel's'ftffttf* 
Nn wonder the Arabs can't come out us winners.® 



Palestinians clash with Israeli troops on the eve of the 22nd anniversary of the Land 
Day. Monday. This year's occasion has a special significance ns Israel also celebrates the 
50 th anniversary of its establishment since 194S. Israeli soldiers, sieging Palestinian cit¬ 
ies and villages, did not risk entering them, asking Palestinian police to help them quell 
the demonstrators. 
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Globalization and NATO 

Military alliance for 
economic expansion? 



By Howard Baker Jr, Alton Frye, 
Sam Nunn and Brent Scowcroft 

THE DEBATE on NATO expansion is gen¬ 
erating many more questions than answers. 
The US Senate Foreign Relations Commit¬ 
tee has identified a number of such ques- 
u'ons bearing on the proposed admission of 
Poland. Hungary and the Czech Republic. 
Unfortunately, die committee calls for ap¬ 
proving those admissions before the an¬ 
swers are available. 

Among conditions the committee has 
prescribed for admitting these new mem¬ 
bers is a requirement for"elaborate reports to 
he filed after they take their seats in NATO. 
Looking toward the formulation of NATO's 
new strategic concept, the committee man¬ 
dates a study of the concept's implications 
for US military forces not only in Europe, 
but worldwide. The committee demands 
analysis of threats to be faced by the United 
States and its allies to the year 2010. It cites 
the growing menace of chemical, biological 
and nuclear weapons as well as the prospect 
of cruise and ballistic missiles in unfriendly 
hands. Furthermore, the resolution requires 
preparation of “alternative system architec¬ 
ture" for ballistic missile defense in Europe. 

it makes sense for Lhe Senate to offer 
guidance on NATO’s future strategic con¬ 
cept Bui no one. in or out of the Senate, 
can responsibly judge how expanding 
NATO relates to a concept that has not yet 
been defined or submitted for evaluation.' 

What is possible—and urgent—is to an¬ 
ticipate the strategic consequences that 
would flow’ from expansion. 

The administration advertises 
that process as open-ended and 
continuing. It has encouraged ^ 
the expectations of many coun- 
tries—the Baltic states. Bulgar¬ 
ia and others—that they, too, 
will become members of 
NATO. Yet it has not begun to 
confront the military require¬ 
ments that would impose. ^ 

Military professionals ac- ^ 

cept that defending the Baltics, 
for example, would almost 
certainly email the use of nu- / 

clear weapons in the event of / 

attack by a resurgent Russia. / 

Including Poland would al- j 

ready bring NATO to the edge [ 

of Russian territory at Kalinin- \ 0 

grad. There and elsewhere, the 
combination of its deteriorat- H 

ing conventional forces and * 

fear of unbounded NATO ex- “ Ex¬ 

pansion is moving Moscow to- j 
ward increased reliance on nu- * 
clear weapqns-j-a doctrine pjat . I A 

might at best be called “inflex- J % 
iblc response." afwdrsta "four - 

trigger." If deterrence fails and I 

armed conflict erupts, avoid- \ fflk 

ing escalation could be diffi- * 

cult. | A y 

Most worrisome is the con- \ ]y 

tradiction between open-ended i 

NATO expansion and our f 

gravest security priority, mas- j 

tcring the threat of weapons of | 

mass destruction. I 

That task begins with con- r * . ^ 
trolling the vast strategic arsen- -o 

al still present in Russia. That L . c - — 
mission and the collateral effort 


to stem proliferation of scientists, technolo¬ 
gy and hardware depend on active coopera¬ 
tion with the Russians. 

In US Senator John Warner's phrase. 
Russians perceive NATO expansion as re¬ 
placing the iron curtain with an “iron ring" 
around their country. To tell a country 
scarred by repeated invasions from Che 
West that NATO expansion is good for it 
only spurs nationalist sentiment. It weakens 
the reformers with whom we must forge 
cooperation. 

Other issues cry out for scrutiny. A Rus¬ 
sia that feels cornered in the West will look 
East and South for strategic partners. Early 
signs of a marriage of convenience between 
China and Russia point toward mounting re¬ 
sistance to US policy in other regions. Rus¬ 
sia also holds cards in the global energy 
game. Wc cannot assume that, if tensions 
mount, it will swallow its pride and refrain 
from pressure on its neighbors' energy sup¬ 
plies or from complicating access to oil and 
gas resources in Asia. Russia will gauge its 
strategic options in light of how we exercise 
Ours. 

Far from suggesting a Russian veto over 
NATO decisions, these considerations un¬ 
derscore the absolute necessity of clearly 
calculating our own interests and priorities. 
It will be no service lo American or Euro¬ 
pean security if the course we set under¬ 
mines democratic trends and political sta¬ 
bility in Russia. Still less will it serve our 
interests if the process induces more dan¬ 
gerous military postures and interrupts 
arms restraints in Russia. 
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The pending Senate resolution has other 
problematic features. In an extravagant 
reading of Article 4 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty—which provides merely that allies 
will consult when any of them is threat¬ 
ened—the resolution authorizes NATO to 
"engage in other missions’* without defin¬ 
ing those missions or setting criteria for 
them. A strong NATO is surely necessary 
for flexible coalitions of the willing to 
meet crises like Saddam Hussein’s aggres¬ 
sion in the Gulf. Even those convinced of 
that proposition, however, question how 
far the Senate should go in preauthorizing 
such efforts. 

There is a great and essential tradition by. 
which senators seize die occasion of historic 
international agreements to shape high poli¬ 
cy. In 1972, Senator Henry Jackson per¬ 
suaded his colleagues to require that agree¬ 
ments on strategic forces include equal 
limits for both the United States and the So¬ 
viet Union. The Jackson provision proved 
crucial in bargaining with the Soviets. Simi¬ 
larly, Senator John Glenn took the lead in 
demanding thorough examination of the 
SALT 2 treaty’s verification provisions. 
The Senate's attention to surveillance needs 
paid major dividends in later agreements on 
nuclear and conventional forces. 

Those precedents commend themselves 
as senators weigh NATO expansion. Now 
is the moment to modulate this process, 
and a key to doing so lies in another policy 
endorsed by the Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee. The committee states that US poli¬ 
cy is to encourage expansion of the Euro¬ 
pean Union as essential to 
creating an undivided Eu¬ 
rope. That is the premise 
us Cartoon of the proposal by War- 
ner and Senator Daniel P. 
Moynrhan, to synchron- • 
ize the three candidates' 
entry into NATO with 
their accession to the Eu- 
ropean Union. This 
Ijff would steer policy to¬ 

ward a sensible empha¬ 
sis on economic and 
trade development in Eu¬ 
rope. rather than prema¬ 
ture. costly security un¬ 
dertakings. It would also 
lower expectations of a 
rush toward further 
NATO expansion. With * 
so many questions hover- 
ing over NATO expan- . 
sion. the imperative for 
_J senators is evident: Get 

f Touch van’ll anSwefS before y°° 

fost taw? to conseoL Otherwise, the 

Stow Into iff Senate may condemn a .: 

J ' • vital alliance J 

( creeping impefteijee-* of ! 

excessive commitments 
'jfj Q ) and clogged decision- 

making.®. . 

’ Baker and Nunn 

H C T\ are former senators ; 

E5f Fpe is with the Coun - 

I cil on Foreign Rela- 

dons; Scowcroft was 
qjrek ., an adviser to Presi- 

dents Ford and Bush. . 

' — LA Tim es- Washington 

Post News Service 


Free-market 
conspiracy theory 


Doom by John Grey. 

Reviewed by 
j Max Wilkinson 

; WHAT SHOULD one do when 
1 a distinguished professor of 
. politics stands on a soap box 
proclaiming that market capi¬ 
talism must prepare to meet its 
doom.’ Pass by on the other 
side? Entreat him to use fewer 
adjecti'.cs? Or should one pa¬ 
tiently explain the other possi¬ 
bilities’.' 

I 1 John Gmj. former professor 
of politics at Oxford and now 
at the London School of Eco¬ 
nomics. sees conspirators eve¬ 
rywhere. The International 
. Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank, the Organization lor Ec¬ 
onomic Co-operation and Dc- 
. vc lop mem. the World Trade 
Organization. Lady Thatcher, 
the US administration—they 
are all in it together, bucked by 
a sinister army nf speculators. 
Their grand project is to pro¬ 
mote free markets throughout 
the world with devastating con¬ 
sequences. 

It w’ill destroy the bourgeoi¬ 
sie. undermine traditional insti- 
i rations, create mass unemploy¬ 
ment. and promote war as 
• national states compete for di¬ 
minishing resources. The suf¬ 
ferings hi be inflicted hy this 
•■Utopia of a global free mar¬ 
ket" will rival those caused by 
communism. “Already, it has 
resulted in over 100 million 
peasants becoming migrant Ja- 
, hourers in China, the exclusion 
from work and participation in 
society of tens ot millions in 
the advanced societies, a condi¬ 


tion of near anarchy and rule 
by organized crime in parts of 
the post-communist world, and 
further devastation of the envi¬ 
ronment." 

Is anyone listening? No 
doubt there is an audience 
among the faithful—and on the 
chat shows. But Gray may in 
part be talking to himself. Not 
long ago he was an ardent sup¬ 
porter of the New Right, whose 
market philosophy he now ex¬ 
coriates with the passion of a 
convert. This would have been 
a better hook if he had said as 
much, and explained whether it 
is he nr the world which has 
changed. 

Of course, he has a point. 
The rapid evolution of global 
markets and increased mobility 
of capital can create big dislo¬ 
cations. The price of steady in¬ 
creases in world output is’ Lhat 
people lose their jobs, or wages 
an? driven down as industries 
lose out to competitors or fail 
to adapt to new- technology. 
Traditional skills may come 
under pressure and the institu¬ 
tions of society may start to 
change. 

Gray is also right that sove¬ 
reign governments have less 
room tor manoeuvre than in 
the past. But he fails to notice 
that governments which ore 
humbled hy the "casino of cur¬ 
rency speculation" often have 
only lhem»elvcs to blame. In¬ 
competent economic manage¬ 
ment. excessive borrowing or 
debasing of the currency are 
the common causes of a col¬ 
lapse. Gray speaks of "fiscal 
rectitude" as if it were an in¬ 
strument of torture by those 
trying to "re-engineer" free 


markets in the "late modern" 
period. But it simply means not 
borrowing more than you can 
afford to. It is ordinary pru¬ 
dence. 

Like many polemicists. Gray 
gels over-excited by his own 
verbiage. Consider this, for ex¬ 
ample: “In their cult of reason 
and efficiency, their ignorance 
of history and their contempt 
for the ways of fife they con¬ 
sign to poverty and extinction, 
they embody the same rational¬ 
ist hubris and cultural imperial¬ 
ism that have marked the cen¬ 
tral traditions of Enlightenment 
thinking throughout history." 

It sounds tod. But who are 
these people? They do not ex¬ 
ist. As in most of this book. 
Gray is describing a battle of 
abstractions, mainly between 
theoretical extremes. He seems 
to imagine the world is foil of 
free market Utopians wander¬ 
ing round with a bog of experi¬ 
ments to try out on unsuspect¬ 
ing countries. He refuses to 
notice that the present econom¬ 
ic consensus, imperfect as it 
may be. is partly a reaction to 
past failures to control debt, in¬ 
flation and unemployment. He 
docs not bother to explain how . 
his own nostrum of job-. 
creation by Keynsian deficit 
spending and increased welfare 
payments, would avoid these 
problems next time round. 

Thus, he ascribes the fall of 
Margaret Thatcher's govern¬ 
ment in Britain to the inherent 
contradictions in her free mar¬ 
ket “project." But hers was. in 
many ways, a highly pragmatic 
government, searching for an ' 
answer to the problems of ' 
"siagflation" and excessive 


trade union power. As in New 
Zealand in 1984, something 
had to be done. Gray lists the 
harsh consequences of liberali¬ 
zation with relish, but he gives 
scant account of the benefits, 
or of what might have hap¬ 
pened if the problems had been 
tackled with less resolution. 

The biggest disappointment 
of this book is the feebleness of 
its alternative vision. To mod¬ 
erate the "anarchic" market 
forces of the global economy, 
Gray would like a "managed 
regime" by some sort of world 
government, presumably oper¬ 
ating on quite different princi¬ 
ples from the present trans- 
- national organizations: He ad¬ 
mits this is Utopian. He does 
not attempt to explain how it 
could work, or why it would 
avoid the mistakes of managed 
regimes such as Soviet Russia, 
Cuba and North Korea. 

The countries which he ad¬ 
mires for combining a market- 
economy with strong social co¬ 
hesion are Germany.- Japan and 
the tiger economies of south 
east Asia. Gray writes: "In the 
contest between the American 
free market and the guided cap¬ 
italisms of east Asia, it is the 
free market that belongs to the 
past." Well, maybe. The con¬ 
tinued vigour of the US econo¬ 
my, persistently high German 
unemployment, stagnation and 
corruption m Japan and the fi¬ 
nancial crisis in the rest of 
south east Asa. might suggest 
a question or two. But Gray is: - 

prophet unassailed by doubt, 
or indeed by the complications 
of economic data. ■ 
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Linking 

resolutions 


ISRAEL HAS been, for 
some time, occupied with 
the idea of withdrawing 
from southern Lebanon. 
However, the extremely 
difficult circumstances of 
maintaining an occupation, 
added to the continual loss 
of Israeli life, is making the 
issue of withdrawal more 
serious than a mere 'toying 
with ideas.’ 

Of course, there is also 
the added benefit of driving 
a wedge between the Syrian 
and Lebanese positions, to 
tempt Lebanon to agree to a 
separate peace with Israel. 
That would end the occupa¬ 
tion of the south, and con¬ 
versely the raison <T etre for 
the presence of Syrian 
troops in the country, espe¬ 
cially now dial Lebanon 
has returned to a stare of 
normality. 

The instrument for the 
withdrawal of Israeli 
troops—UN resolution 

425—theoreticaIly can be 
implemented automatically, 
without any necessity to as¬ 
semble a UN force to over¬ 
see the withdrawal or its re¬ 
sulting circumstances. But 
Israel has left a sting in the 
tail of its proposal, that of 
putting conditions on the 
Lebanese government to | 
disarm the militias fighting j 
Israel in the area, primarily j 
Hizbollah. If Israel wanted 
to withdraw from the south. 

It could dp so immediately, 
since resolution 425 does 
not have a provision for 
conditions. To the contrary, 
it demands that any with¬ 
drawal be unconditional. 

The other major player in 
Lebanon. Syria, is uphold¬ 
ing the linkage between res¬ 
olutions 425 regarding Leb¬ 
anon. and 242 regarding 
Syrian occupied territory. 
Though the resolution re- 
.garding Lebanon is uncon¬ 
ditional, in Syria's cose. 
242 carries with it an im¬ 
plicit ' understanding of 
land-foppeace. - Conse¬ 
quently, in the case of Leb¬ 
anon. the authority of the 
Lebanese government is the 
final, one for determining 
1 the ikfore fof a relationship 
* with Israel after the’With¬ 
drawal. 

In the case of Syria, the 
return of the occupied terri¬ 
tories must necessarily be 
followed by an end to hos¬ 
tile relations with Israel. 

The dear Israeli message 
to the Lebanese govern¬ 
ment is that it ought to take 
Its destiny into its own 
hands, control the condi¬ 
tions of its own border are¬ 
as. and take sole responsi¬ 
bility for their future 
relations with Israel. 

Under the circumstances. 
Israel assumes that the Leb¬ 
anese government can be 
pressured into distondng it¬ 
self from the Syrian peace 
track, for it would not have 
any reasons to cany on 
with hostile relations once 
the Israeli withdrawal was 
effective. In this way. Syria 
would become the only 
country with grievances to 
redress, and perhaps would 
be easier to deal with out¬ 
side the formula of Leba¬ 
non and the war of proxies. 

.'Hits is a reasonable sce¬ 
nario to underscore, provid-Jb, 
ing Israel is serious about" " 
proposals to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon, and is 
not just ‘testing the waters' 
of relations between Syria 
and Lebanon. In any case, 
judging from the continued - 
shuttle diplomacy between 
Beirut and Damascus, indi¬ 
cations are veiy clear that 
the otganic link .between 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
positions vis-a-vis Israel are 
not being strained, by the 
temptations of the Israeli’ 
offer. 

One can say that Syria 
has managed to link UN 
resolutions on southern 
Lebanon with those affect¬ 
ing the Syrian occupied ter¬ 
ritories: Facts oh the ground 
regarding the situation in £ - 
southern Lebanon, suggest - 
that the idea of land-for- 
peace is inherent in this, 
case as weh—ic is not just a. 
matier of unconditional Is¬ 
raeli withdrawal 
ft is undoubtedly essen¬ 
tial for the Israelis to with¬ 
draw from Lebanon, but it 
. seems that it is equally im¬ 
portant .to - the Syrian- 
Lebanese alliance that the 
withdrawal takes place on 
the basis of Israel’s own de¬ 
cision rather than one un¬ 
dertaken and guaranteed by- 
an. international' body like, 
the UN. This bang- dis¬ 
ease, the Israeli offer, with¬ 
out guarantees of security 
from a third (neutral) party. 

■or from anyone ebb* will 
likely be a withdrawal un-J|, 
der hostile conditions. ® .Tt.. 
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Business 

scene 


* Over the past two 
months, the ' Aqaba 
port has seen a notice¬ 
able activity compared 
with the same time in 
I99<5. The port ban-, 
died the delivery of 
about 2143 million 
tons against 1828 mil¬ 
lion in the same period 
Iasi year, a rise of 
17%. :■ 

Overland trucks han- 
dcled 696,000 tons at 
the beginning of this 
year. Annual revenues 
of the Ports Authority 
reached about $63.5 
miHion. 

■ The budget of liie 
Jordanian Diary Co., 
showed a growth in its. 
assets estimated at 
JD4.2 million in 1997 
compared with JD 3\6 
million. It also gener¬ 
ated earnings of more' 
than JD 1 million. TTie 
company's annual 
report revealed that it 
produced 7598 tons of 
pasteurized milk and 
yogurt and 881 tons of 
cheese in 1997. 

Its sales reached JD 

7.1 million in 1997_ 
against JD 6.2 million 
in 1996. 

■ Overall revenues of ‘ 
the Advanced Pharma¬ 
ceutical Industries Co 
reached JD 278.900 .in 
1997 compared -with 
JD 248.900 in 1996. 
The company's assets 
rose from JD 6.8 mil¬ 
ium in 1996 to JD 8.1 
million in 1997. 

■ The total budget of 
the Arab Insurance- 
Co. was JD 11.7 mil-' 
lion by the end ’of 
1997. The is rise of JD 

1.2 million compared 
with 1996. 

The ratio of its techni¬ 
cal profit to premiums 
was about 5.4%-audits .' 
fiscal solvency was f 
69% in: 1997'against 
63.4% in 1996. .The 
right of its shareholdr 
ers went upbynuwe 
than half a million:, 
dinars, ip. reach | 

milUom > .;•>. ■ 

■ Volume oF trading 
for both the organized 
and parallel markets in 
the Amman.Financial 
Market (AFM) on 
Mondav reached 
JD. 1.437.837. turned 
over shares 1.853.038 
and carried out con¬ 
tracts 644. sources of 
AFM said. The sectcK 
rial contribution was 
as follows; banks and 
linancial companies 
55.45. insurance 1.2%. 
services 13.3 and 
industry 30.1%. the 
sources added. Price 
index in market value 
for today's closure 
reached 166 points, 
the sources concluded. 
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JEDCO boosts Jordan toward 

export market 



’ By UhamSadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

EXPLORATION OF the- 
means of. supporting Jorda¬ 
nian exports and reinforcing 
them on the. international 
market is critical to Jordan’s 
economy. :The Jordan Export 
Development ■ and Commer- 
Centers Corporation 
(JEDCO) is’ adamant about 
seeking ways to enhance the 
quality of domestic products 
by give them a helping hand. 
They also want to insure that 
human resources are firmly 
in place to face global chal¬ 
lenges of thei second 
millennium. 

.Mr.Farouk Al Hadidi. act¬ 
ing director of JEDCO. says 
that the corporation stresses 
the participation in regional 
■and international exhibitions 
in order to promote national 
products. This is. in addition 
to a’ wide range of activities 
going on this year to help 
market local industries. First, 
there is a project to imple¬ 
ment a system of hazards 
analysis, and critical control 
points (HACCP) in the: food¬ 
stuff industry. 

“The aim behind this pro¬ 
ject is to boost the quality of 
produced foodstuffs in five 
Jordanian companies by 
developing, a system that 
guarantees their safety before 


they finally reach the consu¬ 
mer.” AI Hadidi says. 

. A specialized local consul¬ 
tation bureau is in charge of 
carrying out the project and 
offering technical assistance. 

Also, this bureau keeps in 
contact with organizations 
designated to receive the 
HACCP certification after 
evaluation and assessment of 
the five companies' 
performance. 

JEDCO also cooperates 
■with the American Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
to ensure that food and drug 
companies in Jordan are 
aware of the quality control 
necessary to guarantee easy 
access to the American 
market. 

The corporation plans to 
achieve this target by arrang-' 
ing regular visits of FDA 
experts to Jordan, organizing 
foodstuff industry” work¬ 
shops, and training Ministry 
pf Health employees in the 
US at the expense of the 
FDA. “Training programs 
cover inspection of pharma¬ 
ceutical industries, receiving 
drugs, register files and get- 
ririg to know about FDA 
requirements and conditions 
in the domain of foodstuffs 
and drugs” Al Hadidi 
continues. 

JEDCO. also gives special 
care to other industries such 


as ready-made garments. 
“Those working in the indus¬ 
try are trained in ways to 
develop and enhance their 
products. The training 
includes technical and mar¬ 
keting skills and the selec¬ 
tion of reputable companies 
with which to train. Also, 
some Jordanian manufactur¬ 
ers are given the opportunity 
to add to their expertise by 
looking into the highly- 
developed garment industry 
of countries like Italy. 

JEDCO is also seeking to 
remove obstacles and bottle¬ 
necks facing the productivity 
of the industrial sector. This 
is achieved with the help of 
local and international organ¬ 
izations as well as through 
the expertise of other local 
companies that have already 
dealt with similar situations. 

Beneficiaries of such .ser¬ 
vices arc expected to number 
somewhere between 30 to 50 
companies. JEDCO follows 
up on contacts with some 
institutions which provide 
financial support to various 
sectors such as the Industrial 
Development Bank and the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. 

Ai Hadidi talks about the 
corporation's plan to conduct 
studies covering many 
branches of industry. The 
object is to provide assess¬ 


ment of the 
benefits that 
have accrued 
to Jordanian 
companies 
who are 
awarded the 
ISO 9000 cer¬ 
tificate. Also 
there is a study 
on develop¬ 
ment of small- 
and medium- 
sized industrial 
enterprises. 

And there 
arc other 
developments. 

The plan is to 
hold seminars 
and training 
courses in the 
ISO 14000 (for 
environment 
management 
requirements), 
the CE mark 
(for safety in 
factories). 

ECO labeling. 

HACCP. prod¬ 
uct pricing and 
certification 
requirements. 

The corporation empha¬ 
sizes the importance of field 
visits t«» explore the needs of 
Jordanian companies, so that 
workable solutions to the 
many challenges facing the 
industrial sector in The King¬ 
dom can he found. It seeks to 



Al Hadidi 
and FDA 


provide them with all the 
necessary assistance to pro¬ 
mote their products, reduce 
production costs and have 
the privilege of competing 
with better incentives in 
order to secure a stronger 
standing in the international 
marketplace. ■ 


Business Chronicle 




Call for Arab economic strategy 

THE NEED to foster a unified Arab economic strategy is 
becoming clear in the face global challenges. But Thus 
far. no framework has been laid for the realization of 
such an ambition. 

This issue was highlighted at the 12th conference of 
Ihe Union of Arab Economists, which focused on Arab 
economic structures as a way of removing distortions that 
prohibit joint strategics. 

Former Prime Minisicr Tahir AI Masri pointed out that 
despite its central location along international trade 
routes, the- Arab World lags behind in part because of a 
lack of comprehensive political, economic and .social 
reforms. 

Arab economies must learn to cope with bilateral and 
international blocs moving towards creation of a free- 
trade zone by 2002. Yet observers say that Arab coun¬ 
tries continue to occupy a back scat. 

Inter-Arab trade is still blow 10 percent: some sav it is 
as low as seven percent. The si/e of inter-A rah invest¬ 
ments was about $16 billion in 1996 whereas overall 
Arab investments abroad reached nearly $870 billion. 

Some conference stressed that sustainable develop¬ 
ment can not be achieved by foreign investments, but b> 
enhancing Arab joint-ventures. 

Arab economic growth is declining because of a weak 
productive base, and below par standards. The most seri¬ 
ous problem involve the trade balance deficit and over- 
dependence on imports, totalling $1184 billion between 
1980-1994. Compared with industrial exports of $222 
billion, the result is a deficit of $961 billion. 

Some experts point out that the share ul the industrial 
sector in the Gross Domestic Product docs nut exceed in 
percent, whereas the stake of the agricultural sector is 13 
percent. 

Another critical issue was raised by Dr Ha meed AI 
Jameeli. a professor at the Department of Economies in 
Baghdad. He blamed light Arab capital investment on 
the lack of an appropriate economic climate in the Arab 
countries. ■ 
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Widen the range of 
investment with Arab Bank 


AIR FRANCE has identified 
Jordan as one of the-'priority 
markets in the -Middle East in 
1998. .... 

1 The. success of the Year of 
Jordai ill France in 1997. an 
increase of 113 percent of 
French tourists in Jordan dur¬ 
ing 1997 compared to 1996 
and tbd ‘re-negotiation of the 
bilateral, agreement between 
Jordan and France signed Sep¬ 
tember 2997 In Paris allows 
Air France to participate 
actively ; in- the development 
and expansion of Jordan in the 
coming summer. . 

Frank. Thiebaut, Regional 
Manager of the Arabic Penin¬ 
sula and the Middle East and 
Mr. Jean-Jacques Ledauphin, 
Area Manager for Jordan, 
West Bank and Iraq high¬ 
lighted the followirigpoints: ' 

. Air France increases its 
flights to and from Amman 
with a 4 day non-stop service 
weekly between Amman and 
Paris front- 30 March, com¬ 
pared to 3 flights via Damas¬ 
cus in 1997. In addition. >.3 
next-stop flights weekly will 
operate out of Damascus. 

This represents an increase 
of 130 percent in terms of 
capacity offered by Air 
France, compared to last 
year’s capacity. In this man¬ 
ner. Air France is participating 


in the development of Jordan 
by answering to the increasing 
demand in the dual fields of 
tourism and business. 

- The new flight schedules 
are in local times, as follows: 

Departure from Amman. 
7:30; anival in Paris, 11:50 
every ", Sunday. Monday. 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Departure from Paris. 
.13:00; arrival in Ammon. 
19:00 every Saturday, Sunday. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

The new schedule offers 
increased opportunities for 
quicker and convenient con¬ 
nections through our Paris 
gateway. Charles de Gaulle 
Airport, to one of the 200 des¬ 
tinations served by Air France 
to Europe. America and the 
whole world with short transit 
times between flights. 

These flights will be oper¬ 
ated with the High Technol¬ 
ogy Airbus A320 equipped 
with two cabins: L’Espace (24 
business class seats) and 
Tempo (120 economy class 
seats); smoking seas will be 
available on both classes. The 
aircraft will also be equipped 
with on board telephones.. 

To provide better service to 
our customers from the Mid¬ 
dle East. x»ne of our crew 
members will speak Arabic. 

The partnership between 


Air France. Delta and Conti¬ 
nental Airlines offers more 
than 250 destinations connect¬ 
ing with Amman - Paris - 
Amman flights through 
Charles de Gaulle Airport. A 
code-sharing agreement with 
these two - American Partners 
becomes effective July 1998. 

The Air France Agency in 
Amman will launch its “call 
center"—which offers u con¬ 
tinuous information service 
daily from 08:00 till 20:00— 
beginning in April 1998. 

On this occasion. Air France 
offers its valuable customers 
in Jordan the opportunity to 
double their “Frequence Plus 
Miles" on Amman-Paris- 
Amman flights, when travel¬ 
ling during the months of 
April and May on all classes. 
The Air France Frequent Flyer 
Program "Frequence Plus” 
will enable its customers to 
win free airline tickets, 
upgrades, hotel accommoda¬ 
tion. car rentals, a trip to Dis¬ 
neyland Paris—and more. 

Air France, the official car¬ 
rier for football’s World Cup 
this year, reported excellent 
financial results in 1997 and is 
undergoing a privatization 
scheme by opening its equity 
capital to the public in June 
1998. ■ 


ARAB BANK'S new strat¬ 
egy of widening the range of 
investment options available 
to customers and strengthen¬ 
ing the Bank's product deliv¬ 
ery capabilities will play an 
important role in its future 
success. Consequently, the 
Bank has announced a new 
structure for ils Global Per¬ 
sonal Banking Group. 

Michael McKinlay. previ- 
{■ ously a Partner with Coutts 
& Co., the UK's leading pri¬ 
vate hank. has been 
appointed Head of Global 
Personal Banking for Arab 
Bank. A Middle Eastern Spi- 
cialist. with many years of 
hanking experience in the 
region. Mr Mckinglay was 
Head of Private Banking for 
Saudi British Bank before 
joining Coutts & Co., in Lon¬ 
don. He will be based in 
Dubai, having responsibility 
for personal banking strategy 
and services on a global 
basis. 

Samir Snifi. perviously Head 
of private banking for the 
Arab Bank in Singapore, has 
been appointed as Regional 
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McKinely 


Personal Banking Head. Mr 
Satfi. based in Dubai, has 
responsibility for the imple¬ 
mentation of the Bank's Per¬ 
sonal Banking strategy and 
co-ordinates the Investment 
Executive team, 
iyad Quttaineh. currently 


Saifi 


Head of Private Banking in 
London, has been appointed 
Director of Corboratc Com¬ 
munications for Global Per¬ 
sonal Banking Group. He has 
been assigned the responsi¬ 
bility of advertising and pub¬ 
lic relations campaigns spe- 


Qattaineh 


cifically for the personal 
hanking products, aiming ai 
the introduction of service.- 
to customers across the Mid¬ 
dle East, and assisting m the 
development of Arab Bjnk’s 
corporate image. ■ 


Giant takeover 

bids for Rolls-Royce 


BMW 


By Roger Taylor and Gra¬ 
ham Bowley 

BMW. THE German carmaker, 
is to take over Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars for more than $501 
million. Vickers, the engineer¬ 
ing group which owns the UK 
luxury carmaker, is announcing 
that it has agreed to accept 
BMW’s bid. 

The speed with which the 
deal has been tied up is sur¬ 
prising other bidders, not least 
BMW’s rival Volkswagen. 
Both had submined bids last 
week, with BMW ahead of 
VW. 

VW had been considering in¬ 
creasing Us bid but with BMW 
pressing for a quick settlement, 
it appears to have been over¬ 
taken by the speed of events. 

Vickers shareholders will be 
pleased that the company has 
brought the negotiations to 
such a rapid conclusion. Some 
feared that by publicly auction¬ 
ing the company rather than ne¬ 
gotiating privately with poten¬ 
tial huyers. Vickers had 
committed itself to a sale with¬ 
out ensuring there was ade¬ 
quate interest from buyers. 
There were concerns that the 
process could drag on for sev¬ 
eral weeks. 

The Trice of more than 5501 
million falls below the top end 
of expectations. The potential 
value of the Rolls-Royce brand 
and the company's status as a 
trophy asset had led some to 
speculate that Vickers might 
get about 650 miHion or more. 
However. Vickers will not be 
unhappy with a price which is 
more than twice BMW’s open¬ 
ing offer of about $300 million. 

The decision is bound to pro¬ 
duce complaints of unfairness 
from other bidders. Two other 
groups made it into the last 
stages of the auction: Doughty 
j Hanson, the venture capital 
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group, and a consortium of 
Rolls-Royce enthusiasts led by 
Kevin Morley, former Rover 
Group director. 

Mr Morley’s supporters 
have complained that their ap¬ 
proach has not been taken seri¬ 
ously enough because Vickers 
presumed only a large car com¬ 
pany could manage the long¬ 
term investment required to 
maintain the business. 

They have also attacked the 
role played in the negotiations 
by Rolls-Royce, the aero¬ 
engine manufacturer which 
formerly owned the car compa¬ 
ny. When it sold Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars, it retained rights 
to withdraw the brand name if 
ownership moved outside the 
UK. 

However, it has made clear 
from the outset Lhar it would 
support a takeover by BMW. 

BMW had an advantage be¬ 


cause of a close working rela¬ 
tionships with both companies: 
it supplies engines for the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph car 
and has a joint venture with the 
aero-engine group. 

Lazard Brothers, the invest¬ 
ment bonk handling ihc auc¬ 
tion. also received approaches 
from a variety of interested 
panics, including several 
wealthy individuals, but none 
made i’l into the final round of 
bidding. Some, such os the pri¬ 
vate financier Douglas Llambi- 
as. are understood to he angry 
that they were not allowed to 
participate fully in the auction 
process or given proper access 
to Rolls-Royce management. 

Vickers said the decision 
was based both on the value of 
the bids and on the ability of 
the company to put forward 
credible plans for long-term de¬ 
velopment of ihe company. 


This last condition is thought 
to have counted against finan¬ 
cial hidJers such as Doughty 
Hanson, which specialises in 
leveraged management huy - 
oms. Ils normal mode of opera¬ 
tion is to own a business tor 
about five years before selling 
it. 

Rolls-Royce is- understood to 
ha\e suffered from under¬ 
investment in the past and i- 
thought to need investment of 
approximately $650 million 
over the next five years. BMW 
will be expected to increase the 
speed with which new model- 
arc introduced and ma> also 
decide to expand the marque's 
range to include, for example, 
a Rolls-Royce sport- car. ■ 
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Israelis, Palestinians 
work on Gaza Airport 
compromise 


By Doug Struck 

GAZA STRIP—The runway 
was empty and waiting. The 
control lower overlooked a 
serene, vjcanl scene. School 
kids meandered through the 
departure lounge, gawking at 
what will he. 

Sunn, they were told, the 
Palestinians will open a grand 
airport of their own. a power¬ 
ful symbol of the end of their 
national wandering. 

And its name'.’ Well, that 
has been a matter of dispute. 
s.iiJ Fayez Zaidan. 3 principal 
in the negotiations with the 
Israelis. In fact, everything 
annul this airport—one of the 
first fruits «»f the pence plan 
and upprnveJ by Israel and 
the Palestinians in May 
1004—has been a matter of 
dispute. 

The tortured history of 
those talks shows how the 
peace process, born in the 
optimism of airports and sea¬ 
ports and grand economic 
schemes, has become mired in 
a grinding bickering over 
details. 

Take, (nr example. Zaidan 
said, the tight oxer the name: 
"Pahjniva Air Strip." The 
Israeli negotiators proposed it 
as an incendiary reference to 
a nearhy small, guarded vil¬ 
lage nf Palestinian collabora¬ 
tors regarded as traitors. 

"No." the Palestinians 
replied. “Wc want Gaza Inter¬ 
national Airport." 

"Dahaniya Airport." 

offered the Israelis, at a later 
session. 

"Gaza International 

Airport.” 

"Rnfiah Air Strip" the 
Israelis eventually said, refer¬ 
ring to another nearby Pales¬ 
tinian town. "Gaza Interna- 
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tional." "Rafiah Airport*' 
No. "Raftuh-Gaza Airport?” 
No. "Gaza Airstrip?" No. 

Three months later, they 
agreed: The Gaza Interna¬ 
tional Airport. 

"No word was too small to 
fight over." said Zaidan. An 
Israeli official agreed: "Right 
at the beginning there was a 
dispute over everything." 

And it is not nil settled yet. 
The center line is painted on 
the runway. 

Moroccan craftsmen are 
putting up the last beautiful 
hand-laid tile mosaics. The 
navigational equipment is 
wailing at the port of AshdoU. 

But before the final proto¬ 
col is signed and the airport 
can open, the two sides still 
must resolve "earthshaking" 
disputes. Such as: 

■ Should the airport code, 
the designation on the tag 
affixed To passengers' lug¬ 
gage. be LLGZ. referring to 
Israel, or LVGZ. an unused 
code the Palestinians say 
would declare their 
independence? 

■ How many minutes after 
Yasser Arafat disembarks can 
the Israelis search the Pales¬ 
tinian leader's plane? 

■ Will an Israeli security 
guard stand at the main gate, 
or behind a special window? 

Both sides concede these 
matters could be resolved 
fairly quickly if there were a 
mutual will to do so. "We 
could open in a month.” said 
Sayccd Basheer. who is over¬ 
seeing Ihc construction. "It's 
a centimeter away." Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said recently. 

But the airport has been 
caught in the maneuvering 
over the larger course of the 
peace process. Israeli officials 
contend it is the Palestinians 
who are stalling. 

‘There's no question about 
it. The Palestinians arc hold¬ 
ing it up." said David Bar¬ 
ibin, n Netanyahu adviser. 
The Palestinians, he said, 
believe the Israelis would use 
agreement on the airport as a 


sign of progress in the peace 
process, and thereby relieve 
some of the growing interna¬ 
tional pressure on Israel to 
make broader concessions. 

"They are under the 
impression that it may con¬ 
vince the Americans there is 
no need for an American 
plan" to unfreeze peace nego¬ 
tiations. Bar-Ilan noted. 

The Palestinians say it has 
been the Israelis who have 
made the airport into a four- 
year bargaining marathon. 
"They never wanted us to 
have the airport." Zaidan 
said. 

The Israelis, of course, dis¬ 
agree. "We weren't stalling. 
We were just insisting on the 
provisions of the Oslo agree¬ 
ment—that means hands-on 
security." said Bar-Ilan. 

Many of the arguments 
have been over Israel's 
demand to control who comes 
and goes from the airport, and 
to inspect all cargo. Without 
that inspection, "they could 
bring 20.000 volunteers 
trained in Libya. They could 
bring 50 tanks, heavy arms, 
mortars, armored ears." Bar- 
Ilan said. 

For the Palestinians' part, 
“we don't warn to see any 
Israeli." said Basheer. who 
spent eight years in Israeli 
prisons, and then left to study 
navigation in Moscow. But he 
is resigned to their presence: 
"1 never expected that one 
day I would be working 
together with the Israelis. But 
it's an agreement, and wc will 
respect it." 

Israeli officials, for the 
most part, will be hidJen 
behind one-way windows, hut 
will inspect each passenger’s 
travel documents, handed to 
them by Palestinian clerks. 

■The Israeli presence will 
be invisible." a senior Israeli 
military official said. 

After the Palestinian 
National Authority took over 
control of the Gaza Strip in 
1994. the Palestinians seized 
on an agreement for small- 
plane traffic from Gaza to Jer¬ 


icho. and quickly began build¬ 
ing with a much bigger 
vision. 

Off the rutted main high¬ 
way in the Ga/a Strip, past a 
few bedraggled palm trees, 
clumps of cactus and some 
lethargic sheep, one comes to 
a sparkling terminal complex 
of about 13 buildings. 

The main terminal has an 
elegant Moroccan design of 
arches. The VIP building has 
a fountain and a dome painted 
with (he intricate g camelry of 
Islamic design—lit by halo¬ 
gen lights. 

If the airport does not open, 
it will be a glorious parking 
lot. The Palestinians paved a 
ID. 100-foot landing strip, 
long enough for a large jet. 
while Israel envisioned a 
small strip fur light planes. 

“It is twice as big as they 
need." Bar-linn said. 

“Why should tourists have 
io fly into Ben-Gurion" air¬ 
port in Tel Aviv, asked Zai- 
djn. the chairman of the Pal¬ 
estinian Civil Aviation 
Authority. On the table in his 
eighth-floor Gaza office are 
issues of Passenger Terminal 
World magazine and Jane's 
Airport Review. "Wc have a 
right to have an airport that 
can serve any destination." 

He envisions TWA jets 
bringing tourists to the Holy 
Land, starting at Gaza. (Sam¬ 
son squashed the Philistines 
here. I At the least, he sms. 
having their own airport wifi 
case the agonizing travel tra¬ 
vails for Palestinian workers, 
who have rarely been wel¬ 
comed at borders even as they 
were sought across the Mid¬ 
dle East to work. 

The Palestinians borrowed 
SIS million from Egypt and 
put up SI2 million more for 
construction. They received 
donations of S35 million in 
equipment for navigation, air¬ 
port control and baggage han¬ 
dling from Spain and Ger¬ 
many. Zaidan said.B 
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We invite you to the place of honor 
on the new RJ Crown Class. 



Starting March 1 St, well roll out the red carpet 
for business travelers on our new "Crown Class-". 

On the ground, well pamper you with check in and advanced 
sealing services. Our refurbished CIP lounges are luxuriously 
equipped for your added pleasure. You’ll find lax and Internet 
facilities for your business needs. InflighL indulge in Fust Class 
service. Stretch out on extra spacious seats. Relax with your new 
Personalized Video System, featuring a choice of 15 international 
hit films. On the ground and onboard, the new RJ Crown Class 
is an invaluable experience. 

* Available™ Europe. Sank America anil die Far fiati reufcs. 
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Freij laid to rest 
in Bethlehem 


Beihlehcm—Thousands of Pal¬ 
estinian mourners attended the 
funeral service of Elias Freij. 
the mayor of Bethlehem for 25 
vears. who died of kidney and 
heart failure in Amman on 
Sunday. He was 80. 

Freij's coffin, dropped in a 
Palestinian Hag. was carried by 
mourners in the city's streets 
be!ore reaching the Church of 
the Nativity. 

Freij. a Greek Orthodox 
Christian, retired last May jfter 
serving 15 years as mayor of 
Bethlehem. He also resigned 
from the post of tourism minis¬ 
ter in Yasser Arafat's PNA af¬ 
ter a prolonged kidney ailment. 
In December 1995. he presided 
over the Ilr>t Christmas in 
Bethlehem under Palestinian 
rule, days after Israeli troops 
pulled nut of the city they had 
occupied since the 1967 Mid¬ 
dle East war. 

Freij maintained close con¬ 
tact with the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organization during the 
exile years leading up to a 
1993 agreement with Israel that 
allowed ihe Palestinians self- 
rule in parts of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. “I doubt if 
anyone in the Middle East 
wants peace more than I do," 
said Freij. a member of the Pal¬ 
estinian negotiating team that 


went to the Middle East peace 
conference in Madrid in 1991. 

At times, his moderate views 
earned hint the enmity of both 
the Israeli government and 
leaders of the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organization. 

A prominent businessman 
who comes from a distin¬ 
guished Christian family, Freij 
owned a string of souvenir 
shops. But politics was his 
main occupation since he was 
first elected to the Bethlehem 
town council in 1963. when the 
city was under Jordanian rule. 

He became mayor in 1972. 
five years after Israel occupied 
Bethlehem and the rest of the 
West Bank, and was re-elected 
in 1976. the last year municipal 
elections were held. 

Freij publicly voiced support 
for the PLO as the only valid 
spokesman for the Palestinians. 
But in private he often castigat¬ 
ed the PLO for what he called 
its unrealistic refusal to accept 
Israel. He was an ardent oppo¬ 
nent of violence. 

Freij, how in Bethlehem in 
1918, graduated from the Brit¬ 
ish-run Bishop Gobat School in 
Jerusalem. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Victoria, and their six chi !- 
drenM 



Lufthansa re-launches 


Amman-F rankfurt flights 



AFTER AN ahsence of seven 
years. Lufthansa resumed its 
regular air service from the Jor¬ 
danian capital. Beginning this 
week. Lufthansa is operating 
three weekly flights between 
Amman and Frankfurt. Rights 
depart Amman on Tuesdays. 
Thursdays and Sundays, leaving 
Queen Alia Airport at 7.50 
(7.25 on . Tuesdays).-arriving 
Prankfun at 11.45 (11.20 on 
Tuesdays). From Frankfurt, 
flights depart Monday. Wednes¬ 
days and Saturdays at 13.35. 
arriving Amman at 19:10. 

“We are very pleased th3t the 
crane will once again he taking- 
off from Queen Alia airport." 
said Josef Bodganski. Vice 
President Sales and Services. 
Lufthansa German Airlines. 
Southeast Europe. Africa. Mid¬ 
dle East and Pakistan, on the 
occasion of the arrival of the 
first tlight at Amman airport. 
"Wc feel that now is the right 
time to come back to Amman. 
The political situation in this 
■area is now relatively stahle and 
we sec a strong potential for 
business and leisure traffic on 
this route." he added. "I would 
also like to thank our very loyal 
local customers for all their sup¬ 
port. hy using Lufthansa, on 
what ever mutes they could, 
during the last seven years. We 
trust that our flights from 
Amman will once again meet 
with their approval." Mr Bod¬ 
ganski continued. 

Flights have been limed so 
they provide optimum connec¬ 
tions tn no less than 147 world- 
w idc Lufthansa destinations. 


which can be reached through 
the airline's main hub, Frank- 
ftirt. For example the German 
city of Cologne and Bonn can 
be reached in seven hours and 
10 minutes. Hamburg in six 
hour and 50 minutes and the 
trade fair city of Hannover in 
seven hours and 25 minutes. 
One the long-haul side. Newark 
Airport New Jersey, a conven¬ 
ient access airport for New 
York City, can be reached in 15 
hours and five minutes while 
Washington DC can be reached 
in 15 hours and 20 minutes. 
Looking even further afield. 
Lufthansa now offers the fastest 
connection between Amman 
and Mexico City, with a total 
travel time of 18 hour and 15 
minutes. 

Since 1993 Lufthansa and the 


Frankfurt Airport Company 
have been investing a total of 
DM500 million in a refurbishent 
and improvement programme 
for Frankfurt Airport, which is 
due for final completion by the 
year 2000. 

Rights between Amman and 
Frankfurt will be operated with 
the modern Airbus A320 air¬ 
craft. The Airbus A320 provides 
a maximum of 140 seats, in 
both Business and Economy 
Class. The passenger cabin is 
furnished with all leather seats, 
configured five abreast in Busi¬ 
ness and six abreast in Econ¬ 
omy Class. The scat width in 
Business Class is 49.5 centime¬ 
ters and 43.6 centimeters in 
Economy Gass. 

On flights from Amman to 
Frankfurt. Business Class pas¬ 
sengers will be offered a cock¬ 
tail service, followed by a 
cooked breakfast, with a choice 
of three main courses. A hot 
snack will be served before 
landing. A lull complementary 
bar service is available during 
the flight. 

On flights from Frankfurt to 
Amman. Business Class passen¬ 
gers will be able to select from 
three hot lunches, against 
accompanied by a full bar ser¬ 
vice. In Economy Class a warm 
meal will be offered, along with 
a drinks service throughout the 
flight. A selection of duty free 
articles will also be on sale on oil 
flights. 

Inside its own terminal in 


Frankfurt Lufthansa is ideally 
positioned to expand its pres¬ 
ence at its home base. In 1997, 
Lufthansa transported more 
than 22 million passengers 
through Rankfurt. about half 
the airport's entire air traffic 
volume. At peak times. Luf¬ 
thansa handles more than 600 
daily take-offs and landings 
with more chan 75,000 passen¬ 
gers on- German domestic, 
European and intercontinental 
flights. Frankfurt has long been 
die major hub in the Lufthansa 
worldwide network. About 60 
percent.of the airline's passen¬ 
gers pass through ihc airport, 
ideally located in the heart of 
Europe. Additionally. Frankfurt 
is becoming an important transit 
fer point for a growing number^ 
of passengers connecting 
between the Star Alliance car¬ 
riers Lufthansa. United. SAS. 
Air Canada. Varig and Thai 
Airways international. 

The efforts an airline invests 
in fast, comfortable and smooth 
service on the ground count as 
much in passengers' eyes as ser¬ 
vice in ihe aircraft enbine. In 
general, there is a big demand 
for smooth handling at the ter¬ 
minal. spacious waiting areas 
attractive shops and restaurants, 
and special services near the 
gates. Passengers also prefer, if 
ever possible, to board their 
flight on aircraft docked along¬ 
side the terminal buikfingJi 



New JDF services 
at your doorstep 


A5 A Diplomat you are allowed 
U> take piecemeal from your 
regular quarterly quota and en¬ 
joy a now monthly non- quota 
duty free goods without the ex¬ 
emption form plus a commer¬ 
cial discount on the original 
price tag with the best in ser¬ 
vice. quality, range of the wid¬ 
est choice of short & long term 
durable goods in the duty free 
business at highly competitive 
prices. 

JDF has also new working 
horns from S am till 9 pm all 
weekdays except for Fridays. 
You can count on JDF: Aram- 



cx personally collect your ex¬ 
emption forms. Free of charge, 
from the Embassy and channel 
them through an automated de¬ 
livery system to safely reach 
JDF office, on time. Tlrcn our 
experienced team at JDF will 
handle your exemption forms on 
your behalf through the Minis¬ 
try of Foreign Affairs & Finance 
Ministry in .48 hairs and send 
you a fax informing you that 
your exemption forms are ready 
at Amman Duty Free Shop /City 
Terminal Building near the 7th 
Circle. 

Count on our New service . 


within 72 hours of an Electrical 
Appliances exemption form 
reaching Amman Duty Free 
Shop/City Terminal Building 
near the 7th Circle we will 
quickly supply you with the fol¬ 
lowing items to your door step; 
Gas and Electric Cookers, 
Cookers Hoods. Dishwashers 
Washing Machines & Cloth 
Dryers, Refrigerators and Freez¬ 
ers, Microwave Ovens, Vacuum 
Cleaners. Room Air condition¬ 
er Wail Splits), Audio Sys¬ 
tems. Video Cassette Recorders, 
Camcorders. Television sets 
TV/Video combinations.. 


Celebrate Your National Day 
with JDF by sending your Na¬ 
tional Rags & literature for to 
be hanged and distributed for 
Three Days ahead of the Cele¬ 
bration Date.' 

There will be a new Amman 
Duty Free Oenier at the 4th Ciy- 
de—heart of the diplomatic 
quarter—coming jh mid-June. Ij 
will have a mirii-tnarkeL'inq. 
your feed, back on the kinds ’jfi 
Commodities you wank) like 
stock would ..he' appreciated.' 
Please fax you requests tdus. a* 
soon as possible so we can 
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New age Cold War 
battles old symptoms 


On * 


in 


By Marie Myerscongh 
LAST WEEKEND, crime, fic- 

lion enthusiasts from all over 
the world gathered in Kama¬ 
kura, a small town of Buddhist 

temples just outside Tokyo, for 
p Japan's first international Sher¬ 
lock Ho lines convention. 

Delegates indulged their pas¬ 
sion through lectures, exhibi¬ 
tions and an auction of memor¬ 
abilia—with Victorian costume 
optional for the last-night 
party. The host, the, Japan Sher¬ 
lock Holines pub, is the larg¬ 
est Holmes fan club in the 
world: 1300 members and still 
growing. 

Although Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle never went to Japan, his 
hero - is- a cult figure 
there.“Foreigners would prob¬ 
ably be astonished to know that 
we Japanese have been.reading 
Sherlock Holmes since our eie- 


Jt 


“rotary school days,” - says 
much Higurashi, secretary gen¬ 
eral of this year’s convention. 

when prime minister Ryu- 
taro Hashunoio said recently 
Jwt. as a boy, one of his 
favourite books had been-Sher¬ 
lock Holmes, he could have 
been speaking for most of his 
fellow-Japanese. 

-Aside from the translations 
of Conan Doyle's complete 
works, (56 short stories, four 
full-length novels, involving 
some 90 translators). Japan has 
also produced its own back¬ 
ground books, adaptations, 
plays, films, children’s ver¬ 
sions, cartoons, parodies even 
an opera. Japan’s leading TV 
channel is currently re-running 
the British' series with Jeremy 
Brett in the title role. There is a 
Sherlock Holmes pub hi 
Osaka, while Koruizawa, a 
fashionable resort near 


Nagano, sire of the recent Win¬ 
ter Olympicsv boasts its own 
statue of the fictional hero. 

Britain’s delegate to the con¬ 
ference, Catherine Cooke, in 
charge of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collection in London’s Maryte- 
bone Library, considers the 
Japanese SherJockian fans 
remarkable. “They do nothing 
..by halves.” she says, “Japan 
got its statue 10 years ago. 
Edinburgh has only had one for 
a few years, while London's is 
still in the offing” 

Sherlock Holmes was intro¬ 
duced to Japan at the end of the 
19ih century oral within a few 
yean the first translations were 
available (The Man with the 
Twisted Lip. A Study in Scarlet 
and The Adventures of Sher¬ 
lock Holmes). Many Japanese 
crime writers owe their inspira¬ 
tion to Sherlock Holmes. Two 
of the most famous fictional 


detectives from the 1950s. and 
still popular, include Kogom 
Akechi, a dapper city sleuth 
created by Rampo Edogawa. 
and his “country cousin." the 
kimono-clad Kosuke Kindai- 
chi, the gentlemanly, rural 
detective of Seishi Yokomizo. 
Junior versioas based on the 
fictional sorts of popular inves¬ 
tigators are a staple of chil¬ 
dren’s comics. 

Other western crime writ¬ 
ers—Edgar Allen Poe. Dorothy 
L. Sayers. Agatha Christie, 
etc—have Japanese fans, but 
none is as popular as Conan 
Doyle’s hero. Why. given the 
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general popularity of the genre 
in Japan * 

For most aficionados. Sher- 
l«vk Holmes represents the 
iirehetx pal English gentleman 
while exoking nostalgia for the 
Britain lirsi encountered a een- 
lur\ ago. Ardent fan. taxi 
driver Him Yamamoto, how¬ 
ever. doesn't romantic i/e. Tap¬ 
ping hts forehead vigorously, 
he states. "Holmes hjs a srrun 
head. That's wh\ we Japanese 
like him." Elementary, my dear 
Wadu-san. ■ 
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By Peter Whitehead 

EATING AN orange docs \»u 
no harm; it might even do you 
some good. But as u cold rem- 
cd>. middle C beats vitamin C 
nearly every time. 

As scientists pack away their 
pi penes, satisfied that there is 
no possibility of a cure 

for the common cold, a - 

new generation nf heal- 1 
ins hands is searching 
elsewhere, working on < 
prevention and relief of • 

sy mptoms. 

The new kids in the : 
lab heiicxe there is no i 
need for a total cure; the 
common cold consists 
soieh of symptoms, and 
a cold without symp- , 
toms therefore no . 
co'.i at ail. 

And it's where the 
cutting edge of medical ! 
research * meets old 
wives' tales that is prm- jfl - 
:ng to*! fruitful. 

Al the forefront is •Kihtl 
that r.id play ground joke l^w H 
”U> ha; do you call a boy 
with a runny nose and 
r.o handkerchief.' 

Grecitsiec.es'" 

The young things in white 
coals have studied the geneal¬ 
ogy nf this punch-line anJ 
made ,i promising discovery 
Herr- Vlil's la-.ourae tune ha> 


Big feat for Bigfoot 

>ps deal oversize shoes 


By Holly Finn 

SONGS CAN sting, in particular songs about bod¬ 
ily pans. Take Fats Waller's “I Don’t Love You 


V/. . 












‘Cause Your Feet’s Too Big.” Hearing it for the 
.first time, a little girl looks down at her not-so- 
littfe shoes andconsiders herself warned. 

She grows up though, and is generally san¬ 
guine. Except when she-walks into a high street 

i shoe shop. Waller’s melody comes to 
.mind and swells as she asks apologeti¬ 
cally for something in size 9 (J1 
American, 42 Continental). The sales¬ 
person is cordial but cannot resist 
glancing “down, barely swallowing a 
snigger before brushing her back out 
ofthedoor. 

We aU fed'disturbed by some phys¬ 
ical anomalies. It may be big feet or 
an unexplained aversion to fruit salad, 
Jr-rfhe- ioabiJitv to- make one’s hair, look , 
^a^Sttiogtikdit does after avistt tp the 
4 hairdresser of a tendency to wallTinto 
» _ • things. 

t r - In the back of the brain we uy to 
\ accommodate the anomaly, to finesse 
\ iL And sometimes the world lends a 
\ hand. If it is feet you are trying to 
>A^* ? finesse -then be reassured—-there are 
SfVf \ . places on both sides of the Atlantic 
thar cater to those who heed larger 
Y shoes, places where, a girl need not 
gv „ V - feel like a toot freak. They are worth 
celebrating. 

il huP In London, the most helpful is The 

tyMK? Small & Tall Shoe Shop. Its name 
reads like a circus sideshow sign but 
IwfcJR that should not deter you: On one side 
oftheroomaretbeLilliputians,on the 
fmji other Gullivers, which go up to size 
■>3®^ 12. For those mourning the closing of 
Liltey and Skinner on Oxford Street, 
which used to stock hard-to-find sizes, 
this is the place. 


The owners have been in the business fnr 34 
years. They arc keenly aware that no one who 
comes io diem is average (size 5). nod that a shoe 
that sits light on a size'6 foot can make a size 9 
look like a sunken stone. Joyce Raymcnt. who 
helps run the shop, taking its wares cm ihc road 
occasionally to spread the word, is that rare shoe 
salesperson —a size 4 who docs not judge the less 
petite. 

She offers a wide selection of Italian-made 
shoes, including styles by Claudia Ciuti and Moda 
di Fausto^specially made for the .shop. Some elu¬ 
sive varieties, like" strappy sandals that are spare 
on your foot yet do not topple your frame. ;irc rea¬ 
sonably priced (£69.95). 

In New York. Plus Nine is the best bet. Again, 
resist the urge to scurry away from the name and, 
downstairs 1 info Hermes for a one-size-fils-all 
scarf. The owner. Bud Grant, knows what he is 
doing. Sizes go up to 10. and he features only the 
highest end: Stuart Weitzman. Via Spiga. Pan- 
caldi. Isaac Mizrahi. Donald PJiner and Adrienne 
Vittadini (who paid a visit recently to pick up a 
pair for her niece). There are also dyeahlc shoes 
with surprisingly stylish heels. 

Grant is passionate about shoes and meticulous 
about colour and style. ’They’ve got to have a lit¬ 
tle zip,” he says. “They can’t be dumb." For any¬ 
one with large feet who has given up and gone out 
in ugly slippers, this is a pumpkin place. Every 
pair in Grant’s shop, from the hip, hulky-soled 
sandal to the sleek suede pump, looks right- The 
strappy evening shoes he sells are mostly under 
$200, with delicate buckles and subtle stitching. 

Perhaps most important. Grant respects the 
obvious: heel height is important to women with 
larger feet. They tend to be tall already. When a 
customer, holding an inch-and- a-half heel in 
hand, asks for something with a little less stack, 
because her boyfriend’s a bit shorter than her. 


Grant is polite but firm. Uncowed, he tells her: 
"He knows you're tall. And he knows you're not 
gelling any shorter, if he can't step up. well 
then,.." 

Not every shop offers such sage advice, but oth¬ 
ers do offer options. Crispin’s in London. Tall 
Size Shoes in New York. Arthur Bercn on Union 
Square in San Francisco and McBs in Oakland. 
California, specialize in larger sizes. 

Nordstrom’s has a vast selection of larger sized 
shoes, and non-judgmental salespeople. In fact, 
most department stores, including Hotrods tup to 
size 9) and Fortnum Sc. Mason (also to 9». occa¬ 
sionally carry larger sizes. 

The first and last refuge for those near the top 
of the foot-size graph is the luxury, shop. Two are 
worth noting. John Lobb's shoes regularly run to 
8. hut they run big. If it is still a tight squeeze, you 
can have any pattern made in your choice of col¬ 
our and size, for 20 percent added to the regular 
price. It may be unfair, but it is also very 20th cen¬ 
tury to be penalized for something genetic. 

Besides, the salespeople at Lobb are so civil¬ 
ized. They will dean your shoes gratis when they 
arc worn Cammile. a lace-up that manages to be 
sensihle and sexy (£250). is a good choice. 

Things also fall together at Salvatore Ferra- 
gamo. Most styles go up to size 9. but also run a 
little large. From the standard bow-on-the-from 
Vara, which fits perfectly and comes in every pos¬ 
sible colour and skin ($190 and up), in all the 
more timely and tempting styles. 

Ferragamos remind you that shoes—even in 
your size—can do more than shoe you from A to 
B. These zip you there. And. like a good song, 
they last. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


been found, in repeated clinical 
ichs. to pusses* profound thera¬ 
peutic qualities 
The healing power n! mu%:c 
was well known in Henrx'- 
rime ar.d beyond. From the 
lf»th century on. Greens lees es 
and other popular tunes were 
hummed and strummed to cold 
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sufferers i<i relieve their symp¬ 
toms. But then, around the mid¬ 
dle of rhe JXOiK doctors ridi¬ 
culed the practice, calling it 
‘■mythical." and it ceased 

Since then, the fouUs nss 
shitied inwards pro', eh! ion. 
most notably the catinc .'•! 
oranges. Bui ••ilut the experts 
have also found is that oranges 
are not all nf one type. 

Miniature oranges are a 
prime example. The xiiamin C 
from each type is slightly dif¬ 
ferent and has varying preven¬ 
tative qualities. Thus, satsumas 
do nothing to prevent a tickly 
throat bur can fend off a 
blocked nose—the nasal nerve 
endings arc toughened up by 
the gushing quantities of vita¬ 
min C-3/PO in a satsuma. 

Clementines, rich in Vitamin 
C-BR600. can. in most people, 
keep that tickle at bay. The 
chest is made more resistant to 
coughs and catarrh by tang¬ 
erines. while mandarins (the 
sort you can peel with one 
hand) keep sinuses in good 
shape. Ask your grocer which 
is which. Several laboratories 
in Europe and North America 
are conducting parallel studies. 
I learned this from Corey 
Cross, the youthful head of the 
Cold Discovery Unit al the 
Communicable "Virus Control 
Institute in Placerville (oka Old 
Hangtown). California. 

“Colds arc good business in 
California. We have entire 
departments in most stores 
devoted wholly to cold reme¬ 
dies. Even people without colds 
take stuff—no one wants to get 
one .’’ -he explained. 

“But what we can do now is 
work on prevention, where fruit 
and sensihle precautions are 
important. And if that fails we 
attack symptoms with exactly 
the right remedies. 

"Steam, vapours, honey, 
lemon, drugs, they’re all OK 
for a couple of hours. A belly- 
full of alcohol and curry is bet¬ 
ter though you usually regret it 


the next day.” 

But ii was only music that 
had any real effect on symp¬ 
toms. his team has found. If a 
sung nr symphony is in har¬ 
mony with an individual’s bio¬ 
rhythms. it is the number one 
all-round symptom-buster. 

"It s the oldest remedy in the 
honk but unused for 150 

- years hecause a few 

. inOuL-niial doctors found i; 

; odd We are now having 

■ in dchunk the myth ihj; 

. debunked the old wives' 

: tale." Cross said. 

; As someone who once 
suffered a cold lasting 5n 
i weeks— it began on 
I August S 1996 'in the 
! upstairs bar of London's 
. Vaudeville Thealre—I 
begged i(i know more. 

, How J»i people catch 
. colds" 

"Enclosed spaces." he 
replied. Lilts, aeroplanes. 

I , Joelors' surgeries, offices. 

' Don't go near them dun eg 
I the cold season A jerii: 

! from a cough or sneeze 
can live in a warm, sc a led 
environment for up ». I<« 
hours, ample time lor i; r.. .■ 
made ?!• laps around an i>ii'.c-. - 
air conditioning system. 

The next quickest way :»• 
catch a mid, he said, was n» 
■.emure outside in winter w 
wet nair —ii !■ ivit-. the re-is- 
tar.ee lojlmosi every iliine 
On the positive side. Cross is 
sure that the right selection oi 
music means ihe cold war i- 
almost won The final nail itt 
its col fin could he a simple test 
his unit has devised ih.u can 
identify which tunes work best 
tor each person. 

1 asked il I could try the test 
which will be available to doc¬ 
tors early next year. A sm.il! 
package arrived from Califor¬ 
nia. I was io lake it to my GF. 
who would administer the iesi. 

Apart from the 45 hazardous 
minutes spent in the waiting 
room with what sounded like a 
dozen bronchial patients (I held 
my breath i. the operation was 
painless: IS micro-nccdfcs 
attached to a palm-sized com¬ 
puter extracted tiny blood and 
tissue samples. The results 
could be read in seconds. 

The computer said I was cat¬ 
egory P87I5/WI913. For cold 
prevention I .should drink 
black-currant juice: as a catch¬ 
all multi-symptom suppressanL 
I needed a stiff dose of loud 
Welsh rock music. I left ih? 
surgery with a prose rip! it.:: ■ ■ 
three Manic Street Pre.-h.;:.: 
CDs. to be played \.r, : - i = 
and often at the first sign • : . 
sniffle. And so far. so good 
My state of health has heen so 
transformed that I can some¬ 
times go to work, and without 
my constant companion, the 
handy packet of throat loz¬ 
enges. I must recommend it to 
the neighbors—they recently 
seem to have been suffering 
from headaches, and surely, 
prevention is better than cure. 
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Palatial ruin is Russian 


By Daniel Williams 

PETROVSKOYE. Russia—So whatif the 
majestic homestead you claim is a wreck—- 
no roof on the main palace, no windows on 
the outbuildings, bumed-out rooms, tittle- 
heaL trash all around. 

So what if neighbors in the village mock- 
inelv call you “the. Prince" behind your 
back and wonder aloud who would want to 
live amid such rubble. 

So what if there are ghosts around. Ana 
so what if Russian authorities turn their 
backs on you and ignore your assertion of 
ownership. ' 

It all means nothing to Yevgenny Mesh- 
chersky. a member of an aristocratic family 
whose noble origins date back to medieval 
Times. This is his estate, he says, and he 
‘aims to restore it to its former grandeur. 

Fnr more than a year. Meshchersky has 
squatted on property owned by his great 
urandfathcr and great-uncles an hours 
drive west of Moscow. Early in the Russian 
Revolution, the Bolshevik government, con¬ 
fiscated the palace, houses, church, and 
land. Over time, the property was ptdeed 
over by scavengers, abandoned and left to 

rot. 

His cause is an unusual effort to recover 

an aristocratic heritage in ® 

was once a bastion of nobility. Rusam 

authorities say the effort is doomed, ihai 

lll “This is r^homelartd; Russian history is 
written in my family name. So this is where 
I stay." said Meshchersky. ' \\ 

The fate of Russian aristocrats and their 
property is an old subject that has been 
somewhat inHanid * 
ihc forthcoming burial of Russ JJ? 
►royal family. In July. 80 years 
murder by Bolshevik gunmen .ofCm 

Nicholas II and his - 

vanls. the Romanov family s bones are 


the Romanovs, who were reviled In Soviet 
times as a symbol of Russia's decadence. 
The family's remains will be placed among 
those of tiieir ancestors in the.Cathedral of 
: Sl Peter arid Sl Paul. • 

The past year has seen suggestions to 
restore czarist rule in some form. Last year. 
Kremlin officials floated an idea to desig¬ 
nate Georgy Romanov. 16, a member of 
the far-flung Romanov family, as czarist 
' heir-apparent. . The boy-- who lives in , 
Madrid, would return io Russia, live in. a 
dacha outside Moscow and have military 
training. It would all be designed to confer 
a monarchic stability on the country. 

There have, on the other hand, been few 
moves to rehabilitate the descendants of 
lesser nobility like the Meshcherskys. A 
Moscow club of aristocrats is trying to pro¬ 
mote their cause, but there is no public cry 
to restore their property. Five lawsuits have 
been navigating Russia's court system and 
none has been successful!. 

Recently, the Moscow Times editorial¬ 
ized against restitution, saying it would 
open inconvenient floodgates. “Russia sim¬ 
ply cannot afford the instability that would 
result if the courts were to decide in favor 
of the descendants of robbed nobles. Where 
would it end?" the editorial asked. 

Oleg Scherbachev, a heraldry expert at 
the Nobility Assembly, an association of 
aristocrats, said one nobleman has received 
a lease on some, family property, but other¬ 
wise, “it’s unlikely in the near future (that) 
any way will be .found to get property 


' “If our state considered itself the succes¬ 
sor to the Russim Empire, things would be 
easier. Bui this state is a direct successor to 
the Soviet Union,” he said 
. In Petrovskoye; attitudes are indifferent 
ai besL “T had a grandfather who owned a 
big farm. Now it’s a:co'llective left over 
from Soviet times. I don't expect it bock," 
said grocer Tanya Borisova. “Why should 
the Prince expect it?’ 


“God help the Prince,” said Vladimir 
Maikov, a customer. “If he can find money 
to fix the place up, good enough. Maybe he 
can even toss a few rubles my way." 

Meshchersky’s goal is complicated by 
confusion over who controls such property. 
Nominally, the state properly committee 
does, but in many cases it cannot come up 
with papers to show it. On the other hand, 
the government is reluctant to turn land 
over to heirs—in Russia, land ownership is 
still a subject of debate. 

However quixotic the goal. Meshchersky 
aims to carry on. He says he wants to estab¬ 
lish a museum in the ruined palace, moke 
an inn out of the other buildings and set up 
a “club for intellectuals." But he also seems 
to have a political agenda, of which his 
claim to the estate is an obscure advance 
guard. "Monarchy is the traditional form of 
governing Russia. Even the Communist 
regime was set up like a monarchy. Wc 
should esrablish a constituent assembly and 
vote for a new ruler,” he said. 

“The present, government is just a contin¬ 
uation of the post. It passes laws against 
theft of property, but il is the owner of mil¬ 
lions of acres of stolen land that belongs in 
thousands of people who were killed 
mercilessly." 

Meshchersky. 47 and stocky, is an engi¬ 
neer who until two years ago worked in a 
Ukrainian ceramics factory. An aristocratic 
friend from Russia suggested he return to 
claim the Petrovskoye estate. Aristocratic 
groups have heen donating to his cause, 
helping him repair a two-room apartment 
in the house where he. his wife and four 
children live. 

The house is one of four that surrounded 
a central palace built 200 years ago. The 
palace once had a dome and eight-sided 
central hall decorated with neoclassical 
Greek columns. 

The dome is long gone —a soldier blew 
it up as part of a scavenging operation for 
bricks. The grounds arc littered with junked 
bedsprings. discarded axles and metal cans. 
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Yevgenny Meshchersky stands before the ruins of a 200-year-old palace he says 
hour's drive from Moscow. Photo by Daniel Williams. 


Stahlcs were convened into a toy factory 
that is now bankrupt. 

One of the houses on the periphery of 
the property is a post office. Two others are 
empty, their innards charred, windows 
missing. Meshchersky has installed win¬ 
dows in his apartment in (he fourth house, 
repaired uood-buming stoves and covered 
the ceiling with newspapers. He moved in 
because, under Russian law, to claim prop¬ 
erty you must Ijve in it. 

The Meshchersky name is well-known 
in the leather-bound annals of Russian 
nobility. A district and street in Moscow 
arc named after the family. Yevgenny 
Meshchersky claims his ancestors fought in 
Russian armies for H00 years. 


Meshchersky's grandfather was exe¬ 
cuted in 1937. during the height of Stalinist 
purges, for "harmful counterrevolutionary 
activities." The grandfather was officially 
rehabilitated in 1983 through a government 
decree that said his execution and the con¬ 
fiscation of his property were "groundless.” 

"This is the piece of paper you get in 
Russia in exchange for a lost life ” Mesh¬ 
chersky said bitterly. 

His wife. Lyudmil la. takes a dim view of 
their prospects. “1 came last year. I was sur¬ 
prised. I mean, no floor. No plumbing. 
Lonely at night. Everyone says the ghost of 
a princess haunts this place. I’m terrified." 

Yet even for her, there is some romance. 
A rusty bayonet hangs on one of the walls. 


belongs to his family. The palace is an 

She showed off a silver fork she found on 
the grounds with the monogram"A.M."— 
apparently an ancestor. 

She also found an old brass poL Mesh¬ 
chersky said that if you look closely at the 
surface, you can sec his old coat of arms— 
a horseman, castle, bridge and pair of cres¬ 
cent moons. On this day the crest seemed 
invisible, and he rubbed and rubbed the 
surface to bring the emblem to light. "You 
can sec it. if you look at the right angle." lie 
said, and kepi rubbing. ■ 

LA Times- Washington . 

News Service 
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Lufthansa flies 
to Jordan 

A reception was held. 
Monday, at the Queen 
Alia Internationa] Air¬ 
port to celebrate the ar¬ 
rival of Lufthansa to Am¬ 
man after a seven-year 
absence. The reception 
was attended by top dig¬ 
nitaries from Jordan and 
Germany. The airline has 
long had a travel agent in 
Amman. Altai ah Kishek 
said he was very pleased 
that Lufthansa decided to 
re-establish its air-route 
to Jordan. iSee page 6 for 
details.) 



Amman stage festival gives 
variety the spice of life 


Kofi Attah 

Special to the Star 

W atching a play is an experience 
that should be enjoyed by all. 
Jordanians understand this as 
well as anyone—witness the 
attendance at the opening performance of 
The Memory of Three Boxes, presented by 
the Greater Amman Municipality at the 
[International Forum for Independent Thea¬ 
tre Troupes t5lh Amman Theatre Days). 

It's difficult to imagine a performance 
‘more engaging. Acted'by Muhtasib Arif 
IZuheir Hasan and N^jwa Qunduqji. and 
klirected by Sawsan Darwzeh. the play 
[portrays the life of three friends caught up 
[in a complex web of living simultaneously 
;in the present and a fast-fading past, which 
jthey all struggle to cling to. They arc all 
ifaced with the difficult'task of "deciding 
^either to stick to the post or reshape their 
[lives. In the end they find themselves liv¬ 
ing in doubts, fear and contradictions as 
ithey continue struggling to understand 
jheir roles in life. 

; The second day of the festival continued 
;with Death and ihe Maiden, performed by 
* AI Quasaba of Palestine, an adaptation of a 
iplay by Ariel Dorfman. It was prepared 
and directed by George Ibrahim, with 
J-Areen Omar Laiia. Mohammed Bakir 
;Jawal. Makram Khouri as well as other 
■.actors. 

• Allegorical in form, highly symbolic 
land violent in presentation, the piay pro¬ 
jected, .mistrust, betrayal and illusion, it 
was a conscience-raising parable that, though 
, enlivened with humour, was fraught with deeply 
‘felt pain. 

i Of course, the drama of the festival some- 
j times extended beyond the stage. On Friday and 
{Saturday nights. El Washa of Egypt stole the 
{show with Spinning Uves. The play attracted a 



larger crowd than expected on both nights: tick¬ 
ets for the 130-scat Main Theatre were sold out 
long before curtain lime. “I am trying to gel a 
ticket trom any available source, but so far I 
have failed,” yelled desperate spectator Ahmad 
as he ran past me toward the door. 


Those fortunate enough to gel tickets were 
presented with a veritable theatrical least. 
Although the presentation of Spuming Lnv\ is 
predominantly one that relics on imagery, these 
dramatic symbols focus on ihe story line. “The 
closer wc got in this pfay with our attempt tu 


find a dramatic equivalent to its story, the 
more we found ourselves attracted to seek¬ 
ing inspiration from the intensity of the 
characters and their relationships.” noted 
the director. 

Spinning Lives is an epic that sheds 
light on the life of Egyptian society. The 
actors keep moving emphatically, thus riv¬ 
eting audience attention. El VVasbaactors, 
unlike many more ‘standard' players, were 
not merely entertaining the crowd but exu¬ 
berantly creating spaces through which ihe 
audience could critically analyze the 
images presented or changing Egyptian 
.society. 

The Festival continues with more excel¬ 
lent performances, including 100 mobiles 
a part i by AL1S of France. Habil and 
Hahil by an Algerian troupe, in tribute to 
the sad'events unfolding in that country. 
India is taking pan for the first time this 
year, with Khol Da. a play portraying the 
riot that led to the partition of India. Pales¬ 
tinian drama is also a strong presence this 
year with three plays: Al MutashaU . Jisir 
Ha Al A hod (“Bridge to Eternity”), and 
lied Qnandeel. There's even an adaptation 
nf Shakespeare's Othello, performed by 
the Teatro Theatre of Tunisia. 

In addition to the plays, a number of. 
related seminars and workshops are being 
held. These include an Arab project meet¬ 
ing for theatre and arts: a seminar on 
musical theatre featuring Sweden's Beka: 
and another on child and youth theatre 
with the participation of SI DA. Sweden. 

.. The International Forum for Indepen- 

• "dmirThenrerremains right on target by bringing 
to those interested tit following the development \ 
of this special manifestation of the performing 
arts solid performances of excellent plays. 

The festival will be finish up with a musical 
concert at the Main Theatre. Wednesday 5 April 
at 8:30 pm.® 


Paris avant-garde hits Amman 


\ Anca de Maio 

S Special to The Star 


AT THIS week’s festival of 
independent theatre companies, 
the French duo ALIS struck a 


; completely different note. Con- 
t sidered even in Paris an 

! extreme expression of experi- 
mental theatre. ALIS stood out 
* lor its "radically" unconven- 
(tional performance. To the 
i public's astonishment. ”100 
f mobiles ii part I" featured 
* objects instead of actors in a 
: plotless but stunning sequence 
’• of visual, light and sound 
effects. Rather a performance 
of magic tricks than a tradi¬ 
tional theatre play, the show, 
proposed by Pierre Furny and 
Dominique Soria, with Chris- 
tnphe Gonsalves’s technical 
assistance, had a philosophy of 
its own. 

Convinced that being differ¬ 
ent is the core of any creative 
process. ALIS starts bv demol¬ 
ishing all preconceived ideas 
about theatre. No need for a 
story and no need for charac¬ 
ters any more.WhaL do they use 
instead? Objects, images and 


sounds, or —as they say in one 
word— "signs” meant to brain¬ 
storm first the conccivcrs and 
then the spectators. 

Almost invisible on the 
stage, the French couple give 
the main pans to a number of 
objects they made themselves 
out of cartoon, paper, plastic, 
posters, etc. Just like puppet¬ 
eers or modest backstage work¬ 
ers dressed in black. Fumy and 
Soria enter the stage to show, 
handle and move around a sur¬ 
realistic theatre set: huge white 
parentheses, life-size shapes of 
a man's and woman's upper 
bodies, symmetrically inverse 
letters “u” and “n". gigantic 
needles and hands, realistic 
images of an eagle, etc. The 
aim of their endless combina¬ 
tions of places, images and 
sounds i the letters oF their 
name—ALIS—are actually ini¬ 
tials for “association lieux. 
images and sons"i is to simply 
"proliferate ideas" and not to 
codify messages. 

What counts is to flirt as 
long as possible with com¬ 
pletely new things and situa¬ 
tions. "Wc are inclined to stop 


our ideas before discovering 
their meaning." said Furny. 
"Wc cease to elaborate on an 
idea before it turns into a mes¬ 
sage." Soria added. "Wc do not 
seek for certainties, hut rather 
lor liny or unexpected events, 
for a sort of coincidence, that, 
even though minimal, can 
become spectacular.” 

To this end. light is used as a 
“rhythmic and pictorial ele¬ 
ment.” The light effects and 
optical illusions generate 
immaterial architectures and 
fantastic depths. Tne stage 
magically turns into a "wonder¬ 
land" where everything is pos¬ 
sible: the words are replaced by 
images, the landscapes contem¬ 
plate the onlooker, the TV set' 
watch the housewives iron, 
white becomes black, and the 
reverse. With ALIS the stage is 
"an investigative field" where 
the two magicians play their 
extraordinary machines and 
produce a precise sequence of 
unique effects. 

Experimenting with the 
mechanism of poetry at the bor¬ 
der between visual arts i pho¬ 
tography. plastic arrt and stage 



arts (theatre, dar.eei. ALIS 
:n*.iie> the audience to open 
their minds and accept “the 
phenomenon ;ls a p he no me- 


One voice for nature 


THE ROYAL Society lor the 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN) 
visited Hotel InterContinental 
Jordan to update the 
management on the three 
animals the hotel adopted in 
December. They handed the 
Executive Assistant Manager of 
the Hotel* Mr Kees Henveling 
the adoption certificate. 

As part of the Twelve days 
before Christmas activities the 
Hotel adopted three endangered 
animals, an Ibex, an Ostrich 
and a Gazelle. 

Hotel Intercontinental 
Jordan is the first company in 
Jordan to adopt animals. 
Heuveling was briefed on the 
activities of the RSCN. 

He thanked the Society's 
Management and emphasized 
the importance of working 
together to create 

environmental awareness 
among people working in the 
tourism industry. ■ 


u<m." .-V.Kine just for patience, 
the French company knows that 
what they propose can he sur¬ 
prising. confusing or even 
intimid.itinu to the public. 
"Thai person who has never 
'•ccn a theatre play could he our 
best >• pedal*ir." insisted Fumy, 
noting that the function of this 
type i*[ 'how is to contradict 
precruKCi * ed ideas ;ind 
expectations. 


Their audience in Amman, at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, was 
probably more contused than 
that in Paris. Many of them felt 
frustrated at not having been 
able to grasp "the meaning 
behind.” without realizing that 
there was not just one specific 
meaning to understand, but 
instead, something more like 
MX) fragments of ideas to con¬ 
template. ■ 



New offers provided 
by Radis son SAS 
Jordan 

LAST WEEK, members nf the management t eams of 
the RadLvmn SAS Hotel Amman and the Radisson SAS 
Resort Aquhu held a meeting to finalize preparations 
for a new Rewards Program. The Breakaway Plus 
Rewards Program will he introduced lo aQ companies 
in Jordan organizing meetings and conferences or 
receiving business guests from abroad. “After the 
extensive renovations of oar properties in Amman aud 
Yqaha and with the introduction of the Royal Club 
concept al the Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, we now 
feel fully ready to host discerning business travellers 
visiting Jordan.*' says I«awrence Steeman, Director of 
Sales St Marketing. “The Breakaway Plus Rewards 
Program is our way of saying thank you to everyone 
entrusting their conferences and guests to our hotels in 
the future.” he adds. ■ 


(From left) Tourism Minister Aqel Betiqji, Director-General of the Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority CapL Josser Zexaad, German Ambassador to Jordan Peter 
Mcnde. 


mum hi 

By Stephen Ellis 

Technology of the living soul 

TECHNOLOGY: WHAT is it? We know it primar¬ 
ily as a means of transmitting information, but. what 
exactly is the information, and what do we do with 
it? 

American poet Al Young, in a talk last week to a 
large and receptive audience at Che American 
Embassy, discussed these questions and provided 
several points of view, if not any ultimate answers. _ 

Young dealt with his topic creatively, relating his 
wonder at watching his father listen to a recording of 
Body and Soul repeatedly (a rehearsal he said was 
toward “shaping a mind picture of our common 
world”). He read from his own work, sang an occa¬ 
sional chorus from a couple of old jazz standards, 
and humorously noted thin Adolphe Sax, inventor or 
the saxophone, had "forbidden negroes to play his 
instrument”—an irony not lost on Young, a black 
and professional musician. 

His talk revolved around the relationships between 
poetry, story-telling and technology. He began his 
presentation with the observation that modem soci¬ 
ety is driven by what he called "archive and text’ — 
what we get from the computer. 

Noting that "as a society believes. so does it 
behave.” Young briefly dissected the rise of the "tex¬ 
tual and archival.” pushing it back to the 17th cen¬ 
tury belief that “the world was fully explicable, and 
that we therefore have the right to objectify every¬ 
thing we come into contact with." 

But this kind of thinking diminishes creative 
potential; explanation tends to diminish active par¬ 
ticipation. “Worshipping technical innovation” 
Young pointed out, “rcsulLs in an imagination that is 
dulled; your life is already on TV.” This inactivity 
is ultimately destructive—to the environment, to 
society , lo ourselves. 

As an alternative. Young emphasized the value of 
poetry and story-telling: "It.is the light on the din of 
the things of this world that astonishes the poet as a 
boy.” He noted that the development of this [aston¬ 
ishment' involved what he called "mythologizing"— 
a way of using the imagination to produce a world 
which one “co-crcates" with the actual one they're 
in. 

Young emphasized that the most primary human 
activity was the exchange of information orally 
between individuals. Only in this way can the "vis¬ 
ceral. emotional element'’ of human life maintain 
itself against the overwhelming availability of sys¬ 
tematized information. 

The ability to shape this ‘visceral' material, into 
music, story or poem is what Young defined as 
“soul"—a way of being actively in the'world rather 
than merely before it. He cited a study that showed 
that young people, due to screen technology, have 
difficulty with metaphorical thinking—the ability to 
comprehend a problematic situation, to think about it 
analogically and to ‘complete’ tt.by finding a variety 
of solutions that immediately apply, yet also lead 
elsewhere: to the astonishment of what the imagina¬ 
tion may find itself capable of. ■ 
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Amman 

International *. 
Theater Festival : 

Schedule for 4/2—4/5 

At Main Theater, j pm 
April 2 —Khol Do , per¬ 
formed by a theater group 
from India 

April 3/4— Othello , by El 
Teatro theater (Tunisia). 
April 5—closing • cere¬ 
mony: musical concert 

At Round Theater, 

7*30 pm 

April 2-Another Bullet At 
Bemarda Alba's House. 
Al Fawanees (Jordan) 
April 3/4 —Jisr I la A l 
A bad. Theater Day 
(Palestine) 

At Osam Al Mashini 
Theater, 6 pm 
April 3—The Island, The¬ 
ater for All (Palestine) 
April 4/5 —Al Mutassif, 
dramatic reading 

Admission to all perfor¬ 
mances is JD 4. 

Schedules for seminars 
and workshops will be 
announced daily in the 
Festival Newsletter. 

For funher details on 
times and locations, 
please telephone 

5624413. 

Films 

■ Upcoming at the 
French Cultural Center, a 
Luis Bunuel film festival, 
beginning 6 April with 
La fievre a El Pao and 
continuing with Le 


charme disc ret de la 
bourgeoisie on 13 April; 
Le fantome de la liberie 
on 20 April; and closing 
with Cet obscur objetdu. 
desir on 27 April. All 
showings at 6:30 and 
8:30 pm at the French 
Cultural Center 

■ At Instituto Cervantes 
(near 3rd Circle,, behind 
the InterContinental 
Hotel): 

April 2—Pedro Almodo¬ 
var film, Mujeres dl 
horde de un ataque de 
nervios (Women On the 
Edge of a Nervous Break¬ 
down), 5 pm 

April 4— -Beitenebros; ah 
homage to Pilar Mir6 n, 
5 pm 

April 5 —Hello Heming- 
way, a Cuban film sub¬ 
titled in English. 5 pm 

Exhibitions 

■Exhibition of home 
appliances, clothing, per¬ 
fume and sweets (mark¬ 
ing the advent of ’Eid Al 
Adh’a) at the University 
of Jordan until April T 

■ Paintings on hand¬ 
made paper at Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation.. off 
Wadi Saqra Street, until 
April 25. 

Lectures 

■ “Orientalism and Post 
Modernism” by PhD can¬ 
didate Paul Heck, 2 
April. Fu(bright House, 
Shmeisani, at 4’V pm. 
Sponsored by the Ameri¬ 
can Language Center. 
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ENOLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—The Hammerman 
j^~ Fr ench Program 
f : ™~£ aa0n The Adventurer 
6 : 00 —Square One TV 
6:30—Neighbors 
7:00—News hi French 
7:15—Discover; Magazine 
7:30—rNews Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Your life 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema 
8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Feature Film: Across 
the Tracks, starring: Brad Pitt, 
Annie Dylan 

12:00—Are Yon Being Served 

SUNDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran . 

4:10—Cartoon 
4 JO—French Progr am ■ 

6:00—Skfppy 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—A Tour in France 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—America’s Funniest 
8:00—People and Places in 
Africa 

8:30—The Ultimate Guide to 
Motherhood 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—North and South 
11:10—The Upper Hand 

MONDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—Cartoon 
4 JO—French Program 
6:00—Riding High 

6 JO—Neighbors 

7 KM)—News in FVench 
7:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 

7 JS—Hope And Gloria 
8:00—Perspective - : ; 

8 JO—American Chart Shew C 



The Ultimate Guide to Motherhood, Sunday at 8:30 pm 


9:10—Marker 
10:00—News At Ten '• 
10J0—La w& Order 
11:10—Baywaich Nights 

TUESDAY 

4.*W—HotyKoran 
4:1&—CRO : 

4J0 . French Program 
6 K»—Small Taflr 
6J0—Border Town 
. 7 K)0 ..N ews in Frmdi ■ 
7sXS-^sifh Programs 


7JO—-News Headlines 
7J5—Pride andjoy 
8.-00—What Would You Do 
8J0—Encounter 
9:10—Acapulco Bay 
10HX)—News At Ten 
Hh30-^Featnre Film 
12K)0—Metro Cafe 

WEDNESDAY ■ 

4KM—Holy Koran. 

4:10—Mr Bogus 
4 JO—French Programs 
&06—OGwTmst . • 


6 JO—Neighbors 
7:00—News fa* French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Campus Cops 
8:00—The Health Show 

8 JO—Timewatch 
9:10—Knng Fu 
10KM)—News At Ten 
10J0—Women on the Run 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—'The Dinky Di’s 
2 JO—The Animal Show 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—NBA 

6:00—The Burned Bridge 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 

8 JO—Lots & Clark 
8:30—Dr Quinn The 
Medicine Woman 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
10J0—Feature Film 
12:00—Never die Twain 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Teddy Rnxpin 
2J0—'Wishbone 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—He Shoots, He Scores 
5 JO—Blue Water Dreaming 
6:00—Tarzan 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—FJLLENJXS 
8:00—Life on the Internet 
8J0—The Album Show 
9:10—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

10:00—News At Ten 
10JO—Drama 


12:00—Almost Home 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Cajon 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L'teuf de CoJomb 

DIMANCHE 

16 JO—Les plus petits 
17:00—Magazine 

Faul pas rSver 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Le Tour de France 

LUND! 

16 JO—Un bon petit diable 
17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine sdendfique 
Cinq sur dnq 

MARDI 

16 JO—Un bon petit diable 
17:00—Savoir plus sant£ 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—De cause a effet 

MERCREDI 

16 JO—Un bon petit diable 
17:00—Ushnara 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

15:00—Qui est qui 
15 JO—Sous vos 

a pplaudissemeu ts 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—-A tomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

15KM)—Qui est qui 
15J0—Julie Lescaul 
19:00—I-e Journal 


V. ► ^ A 




Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Madonna opened the 48th 
San Remo festival with her 
new singie “Frozen” from her 
new release album “Ray of 
Light” 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



na aa 


asm 


ACROSS 
t Loud noise 
5 tdofizo 
10 Slide of 
imcoo- 
setousnsss 

14 American 
author. 
James 

15 Garden 
arbor 

16 Te( _ 

17 City on the 

AftfH 

18 Be angry 

19 Chesi sound 

20 Devotee 
22 Thread 

hoidare 

24 Woeismel 

26 GUteh 

27 Filches 

31 Glossy part 

35 IWKW 

36 Chews 
persistently 

38 Tofonn_ 
perfect 
um.’ 

39 Tygeol lype; 


41 Asparagus 
- unB 

43 Pfeauoraus 
bird 

44 More 


DOWN 

1 AS_ 

2 UoBsama 


46 Composer 
Erik 

48 As si stance 

49 Peevishly 
sensitive 

51 Gators and 
CIOCS 

53 _ot! (irate) 

55 B-humored 

56 Aurora^ 
60 Hidden 


64 Hedge to 
refrain 
caffle 

65 Start feature 

67 Mecfejmor 
smaB 

68 Scrawny 

69 Excite Joy in 

70 Raiser a_ 

71 Make,meet 

72 Units Of 
force 

73 Herrington 


3 Social mbft 

4 Krtty 

. 5 Casts no 
vote • 

6 Morse code 
symbol 

7 Is indebted 
to 

8 Gleans ' 

9 Expensive 
tor 

10 Hearts or 
rummy 

11 Ra cetrack 

12 Distance 

meesure . 

13 Wfcteste. 

21 Wooden- 

soled shoe - 
23 Nursemaid . 
Z5 Breaks 

suddenly 

Z7 Specific 
moment 

28 Loosen 

29 Show ■ 
e mo tio n 


30 Curse . 

32 Upright 

33 Ford or 
Kbvacs 

34 Yorkshire 

37 Glutted 
40 Podfo 
42 Incisive 


47 V«gl-_ 

50 Squealed 
52 Spring • 
blooms 
"54 Oner 

56 Tree trunk 

57 Yoked 
beasts 

58. Understand 
56 Cannery 

61 Kind of 
helmet 

62 Pound 

63 Primitive 
wind 

instrument 
68 Corroded 


C B9S. Te#we Mafia Services 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Up: The sun is going from 
Pisces, winch favos actors and musi¬ 
cians, into Aries, which favors ath¬ 
letes. figure out which category you 
fit into and you'll know which side of 
. the week will be easier. 

Aries (March 21-April U>).Money 
management is your major theme. 
lYavel is almost good, but it looks like 
there are complications. . 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Team 
up with a friend to improve your 
ch a n ces of success. Move, quickly to 
get the best deaL 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Orga¬ 
nize family and co-workers to solve a 
community problem. By working 
together, you can clean things up and 
make it safe for everyone. 

■Cancer (June 22-July 22). Provide 
what’s needed to push an older person 
to success. Your attention could make 
all the difference. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). This is a 
very lucrative phase foe you. There’s 
money coming in. Stick close to 
home. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re 
so powerful (hat you’re beginning to 
draw attention. You make things look 
easy. ■ -• 

Libra (Sept. 23-0 ct. 23). You 
know what you ought to be doing, so 
start putting in die correction. Give 
money to a partner for something that 
will benefit you both. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
a very .strong leader. You’ll motivate 
this .whole team to perform beyond 
(heir own expectations. 

Sagjtttai ius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Keep 
most of what you know to yourself. 
The odds of bring misunderstood or 
misinterpreted are way too high. 

Capricorn (Dee. 22-Jan. 19). Col¬ 
laborate with friends to master a diffi¬ 
cult subject You'll inspire each other 
to be magnificent 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll 
have to do as you're told, but the 
rewards could be quite generous. 
Turn it down anyway, if it’s illegal. 

Pfeces (Febi 19-Marcfa 20). A for¬ 
eign contact should bring the mosey 
you need. Get a highly organized per¬ 
son to help you widi a difficult assign¬ 
ment 


XT You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: It looks like you’ll get to trav¬ 
el this year, possibly on business. 
There’s money associated with far 
distant places and it’s coming into 

your account 


Bridge 

First ThingsFirst 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*J6 
SA872 
O A72 

* A754 

WEST EAST 

*Q743 A 82 

V Q6 9 J10543 

O J105 0 K9 

*KQJ8 - * 10932 

SOUTH 

* AK1095 
<?K9 
0^8643 

The bidding; 

North East Sou* West 

J* Pass 1* Pass 

1NT Pass 3o Pass 

3* Pass 4* Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

The winner of the $40,000 first 
prize in the inaugural Omar Sharif 
World Individual event some years 
ago was the peripatetic Zia Mah- 
mood. He edged into first place cm the 
last board of the event whai an oppo¬ 
nent revoked on a crucial trick, per- 


Jumble 


URPPE 


LTT\ 

-m 

1 SUPIO 
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COATEL 



Now amp Ihe ended fetters to fine 
tbe mrprbt anew,« suggested tytoe 
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mitting an unmakable contract to 
sneak home. 

Zia held the South cards in a recent 
robber-bridge game. Note North’s 
false preference to ihree spades. The 
hand was better suited to play in a suit 
unless South bid three no trump next. 

When you hold a long side suit, it 
is usually correct to establish that suit 
before drawing trumps to protect 
against losing control. Also, how 
many (ricks you have to lose on the 
side might determine how trumps 
should be tackled. 

After winning the first trick with 
dummy’s ace of clubs, declarer resist¬ 
ed die temptation of taking the trump 
finesse in favor of leading a low dia¬ 
mond toward the queen. East rose 
with the king of diamonds and 
returned a dub. forcing declarer to 
niff. When both defenders followed 
to the ace of diamonds, declarer 
cashed two high trumps in hand and 
dien started tunning red-suit winners. 
West could score two trump tricks, 
but the defenders were limited to 
three tricks in loto. 

Observe that, had declarer taken 
die spade finesse at trick two, the con¬ 
tract would probably have foundered. 
The defenders could force declarer 
twice with clubs, causing South to 
lose control of the hand. 


Would You 
Believe... 


For those who can’t do j 
without their morning cup of \ 
: coffee, remember that coffee 
I wasn’t introduced to Europe , 
I until the 16th century. Peo- ! 
pie somehow did without for j 
thousands of years before ; 
then. 

■ • • 

Speaking of late develop- j 
roents, France did not discon- i 
tinue use of the guillotine for : 
executions until the 20th cen-, 
tury. 

Think it’s rainy where you 1 
live? San Juan, Puerto 
Rico’s average rainfall fur 
the month of October is 5.71 
inches. 

One of Jupiter's moons, Io,; 
is the only other planet or 
moon aside from Earth that is; 
known to have active vol-; 
canic eruptions. ; 

There are about 80 known; 
species of rats in the world. ; 


Agnes Bashir 

Musical impressions 
from the Orient 

By Anca de Maio 

Special nt Tlir Snir 

MELODIOUS AND deeply Arabic. Agnes Bashir's music 
kept the audience .spellbound in a unique conceit the pia¬ 
nist performed with the Orchestra of the National Music 
Conservatory of Amman last Sunday at Jordan Universi¬ 
ty. The performance marked the first time exclusively 
Arab symphonic music was presented in Amman. Going 
straight to the heart of the people, the Arabic spirit of her 
composition was 

a pleasant sur- ‘ j 

prise to those that 

unaware that _ 

was 
prestigious 
composer of 
Oriental music. 

addition to being i wnV ~ 
a talented pianist C£ 

und piano teacher iBga BT 

at the Conscrvato- (' ' 

ry of Music. I 

"Agnes Ba- K 
shir's music was 
absolutely fabu¬ 
lous." said a 
young Jordanian 
who attended the 
concert. "Jdid not 
know we had 
such a talented I 
composer in our Bashir 
midst." Timmic. 

25 continued. 1 

"What I liked hesi was her 'Arabic Suite.’" she said. 
"While listening to the music. 1 imagined a sunrise in the 
desert and dancers at a traditional feast." 

"The song interpreted by Palestinian soprano Tania Ta- 
nrari Nasir impressed me a lot. maybe because the music 
is such a perfect echo of the lyrics." said Lina. 34, of Leb-" 
anese origin. “One does not need to know the language in 
order to understand what the song says." she pointed out. 
"This is also valid for the 'Song for Peace" that was cho¬ 
rally interpreted at the end of the concert.” 

"j can very clearly recognise our folkioric music in it." 

said a pupil from the A1 Ahlia School for Girls. “1 do not 

know how a piece like 'In Jordan' sounds to you. but! be¬ 
lieve one must he raised in our culture to fully understand 
it.” she added. 

Agnes Bashir has been living in the Arab world since 
1907. Although she was horn in Georgia and educated in 
Moscow, wiih time she has come to feel the Eastern cul¬ 
ture as if it were her own. “I am fascinated by Arab cul¬ 
ture and civilisation." she stressed, adding that she started 
to compose music inspired by Arab traditions in Iraq in 
the 1980s with the aim of "demonstrating the great poten¬ 
tial or the Oriental musical heritage." Quoting the famous 
Egyptian conductor Salim Sahad, the composer said, “As 
Europeans haw been teaching us to love Western music, 
why shouldn't it be our turn now to teach them to love 
our music?" 

Last Sunday's concert was a tremendous success 
thanks to the fine interpretation of Orchestra of the Na¬ 
tional Conservatory and its conductor Mohammad Oth- 
nian SFJiq. The hi musicians of the orchestra (all faculty 
members and advanced students ol the Conscvatoryj be¬ 
gan rehearsals for the performance more than one month 
ago. "We had to replace certain instruments which w>ere 
not available in Jordan with others we already had in the 
Orchestra." explained Ms Bashir. "The collective wish to 
perform the music in mid-March helped us to overcome 
any objective shortcoming*." she said with satisfaction. 
Given the mnre-than- positive response of the public, the 
concert will very like!) be. repeated soon. ■ 
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Czech struggle for 


national identity 


By Tony Barber 


IT WAS Friedrich Engels who. 
in 1849. contemptuously dis¬ 
missed the Czech people as an 
‘'historically absolutely non¬ 
existent ‘nation"' who "have 
never had a history of their 
own." And in September 1938. 
Neville Chamberlain expressed 
much the same thought with 
only marginally less insensitiv¬ 
ity when he described Czecho¬ 
slovakia as "a far away coun¬ 
try" inhabited by "people of 
whom we know nothing." 

Derek Saver's hook, a his¬ 
tory of the C/cchs since their 
conversion to Christianity in 
the ninth century, serves as u 
thoroughly effective rebuttal to 
Engels and a stem post factum 
rebuke to Chamberlain. 

Written rather more from a 
cultural than a political per¬ 
spective. the hook noles that 
the greatest-ever Czech refer¬ 
ence work, a 28-volume ency¬ 
clopaedia published between 
INNS and 1909. was in its day. 
in terms of numbers of entries 
and illustrations, second only 
to the Encyclopaedia 
Britan area. 

The common Czech greet¬ 
ing. "nazdar!". derives from 
the expression "Na z.dar Narod- 
niho Jivadlu" ("To the success 
of the National Theatre") a 
campaign slogan which 
ensured that this monument to 
the nation's cultural identity, 
opened in 1881. was paid for 
entirely by public donations. 

Czech culture has rarely 
been heavy and impenetrable. 
The national opera. Bed rich 
Smetana's Bartered Bride, at 
one point extols the virtues of 
Czech beer. An IS26 best¬ 
seller. Magdalena Rcttigova's 
Hume Cmkcry. or .4 Treatise 
on Meal Meals for Daughters 
of Bohemia and Moravia, "was 
to the Czech kitchen what Mrs 
Beeton was to the 19th century 
English or The Joy of Cooking 
to the 20th century American." 

Beer, pork and dumplings: 
Jarosluv Hasek's Good Soldier 
Svejk would certainly recog¬ 
nize the solid contribution 
these make to Czech life. But 
this is also a counity where a 
quarter of a million people 



*Newton Boys’ too nice to be bad 

Dullards with guns 
on horeseback 




By Stephen Hunter 


Out of the past and into the future: remanants of early Czech empire. St. Francis of Assisi 


attended the 1939 re-burial in 
Prague of Karel Hynck Macha. 
the founder of modem Czech 
poetry, who had died 103 years 
earlier at the age of 25. Com¬ 
ing as it did two months after 
Hitler's final dismemberment 
of the inter-war Czechoslovak 
state, this solemn commemora¬ 
tion was a poignant act of puh- 
lic bravery. 

Not that it spared the 
Czechs. Pre-war Prague, a fas¬ 
cinating mixture of Czech. 
German and Jewish influences, 
was shattered by Nazi occupa¬ 
tion and communist dictator¬ 
ship. "The Germans murdered 
the Jews, the Czechs expelled 
the Germans, and the commu¬ 
nists did their utmost to obliter¬ 
ate the very memory of both." 

But they could not obliterate 
the Czechs' pride in their past. 
As Sayer illustrates, and as 
Engels and Chamberlain 
should have known, the Czechs 


were responsible for construct¬ 
ing one of Europe's most 
advanced medieval politics. 
Under Charles IV (1346-78). 
Prague was the Holy Roman 
Empire's capital and home to 
one of Europe's oldest 
universities. 

Yet one can understand why. 
despite their location at the 
geographical heart of Europe, 
the Czechs have all too often 
been on the fringes nf Euro¬ 
pean consciousness. For all but 
20 years between 1620. the 
year of the great national disas¬ 
ter at the Battle of White 
Mountain, and 1989. the year 
of liberation from communism, 
the Czechs were under the 
thumb of Vienna. Berlin or 
Moscow. Czech as a written 
language virtually died out dur¬ 
ing the three centuries of Aus¬ 
trian Ha_psbutg domination, 
from 1620 to 1918. The author¬ 
ities in Vienna banned almost 


all Czech literature from the 
"golden age" of the ! 5th cen¬ 
tury. when the Hussite 
national-religious rebellion had 
presaged the Lutheran Refor¬ 
mation by a century. 

For the Czechs, the calamity 
was that their national identity 
depended crucially on their lan¬ 
guage. “Much that had thus far 
defined Czech history, and 
made Czechs who they were, 
could not be spoken of.” 

Even as late as 1871. when 
the Czech national revival was 
getting into lull swing, the 
Prague Statistical Commission 
made the observation that the 
1851 census-takers had been 
premature in trying to identify 
people by nationality because 
"a clear consciousness, of 
national identity among 'the 
majority of Austro-Hungarian 
nations was. so to speak, still in 
nappies." 

Saver concludes that the 


Church , Prague 

Czech people have been vic¬ 
tims of their unfortunate posi¬ 
tion on the dividing line 
between several opposed.politi¬ 
cal and cultural worlds: protes- 
tant and catholic. German and 
Slav, capitalist and communist. 
demiH-'ralic and totalitarian. 

Nor does he seem entirely 
confident that Czech history 
will have a “happy ending." 
Today's Czech Republic is a 
young democracy poised to 
join NATO and Lhc European 
Union, apparent milestones on 
the road in permanent integra¬ 
tion into the western world. 

Yet the temptation to portray 
tlic Czech past as one long 
national pilgrimage from Jan 
Hus to Vaclav Havel should be 
resisted. I f history were that sim¬ 
ple. there would bc'Yt'o need for 
r hooks as discerning and 
. thought-provoking as Sayer’s. ■ 


“THE NEWTON Boys' is less a movie than a 
tale that might be told by some good old Tex¬ 
ans sitting on the porch at night. listening to the 
crickets while they pass the jug around, some¬ 
where wrest of Amarillo. It trickles and moseys 
about in its own good time, punctuated by guf¬ 
faws and thigh-slapping and the occasional eye¬ 
ball-blasting jolt from the white lightning, but 
never really manages to achieve the formal 
status of 'story.' 

The tale it tells is true, but has never been 
told before. Hmmmm—could there be a reason, 
do you suppose? 

There were four Newton brothers. Willis. 
Joe. Jess and Dock. Texas cowboys and farm¬ 
hands. who decided in 1919 that existence atop 
a horse or crouched under cotton plant No. 
4,568 m a field of 12.908 cotton plants wasn't 
exactly the lifestyle of the rich and famous. 
Plus, it was hard on dr 
back. 

So instead they opened a 
bank robbery franchise, 
stealing millions over the 
next few years, losing most 
of it in the few holes in 
Texas that didn't have oil at 
the bottom. They went 
about their business mostly 
at night, blowing off the 
doors of safes and fleeing 
with the loot. 

Bonnie and Clyde or 
Johnny Dillinger and his 
pai Baby Face they 
weren't, which is perhaps 
why their reputations lan¬ 
guished. They were more 
like slacker crooks, who 
never meant anybody any 
harm, never killed a soul 
and rarely had to pull their 
guns. So right away you see 
the problem: It's a story 
without much drama. I 
mean, how exciting is it 
when the 10th safe blows 



up? 


Financial Times Syndication 


Director-screenwriter Richard Linklater—he 
did "Dazed and Confused" and "Before Sun¬ 
rise”—hopes to substitute beauty for drama and 
charm for excitement. Willis, the dominant 
member and "brains” (the term is used advis¬ 
edly) behind the group, is meant to embody 
both. He’s played by Matthew McConaughey. 
that statuesque native Texan whom somebody 
has declared a movie star, presumably the same 
person who declared Gwyneth Paltrow one. 
too. 

McConaughey is a young man who goes 
about behind Paul Newman's face while spout¬ 
ing his lines ia Audie Murphy's voice. And his ■ 
Willis, is the .charming one. a con man and 
angle mechanic, slick as 10W-40 oil. McCo¬ 
naughey may commit some actual acting in the 
performance, something he hasn’t been called 
on to do before. But the character only goes so 


far. and no farther, and when he's teamed, for 

romantic fizz; w'ith the gal of his dreams— 
played at high drone by Julianna Margulies— 
you're thinking: Whose bright idea was this? 

The film lacks a drive shaft. One would think 
that a story of bank robbers would be con¬ 
structed as a pursuit, and would draw suspense 
off ibe cai-and-mousc games between the law 
and the robbers. 

But there is no pursuit, so there's no cat-and- 
mouse: there’s only mouse and mouse as 
brother Joe (Skeet Ulrich) betrays quivers of 
conscience while hrother Jess (Ethan Hawke, 
bis delicate sensitivity, as well as his perfor¬ 
mance. lost behind a "ten-gallon hat and a han¬ 
dlebar mustache) tries to pick up gals. And 
where is all this action set? Why. in the last of 
the red-hot-mama towns, wide-open and crazed 
Omaha. (Yes. I agree: This is the best film ever 
set in Omaha.) 

If there’s any pursuit of these not-so-bad 
boys, it's represented by 
the old Peckinpah regular 
Bo Hopkins, his hair dyed 
inexplicably blond, as a 
particularly avuncular FBI 
agent And what FBI was 
that? It sure wasn't the FBI 
that produced MeJvin Pur¬ 
vis and gunned-down Dil¬ 
linger and Baby Face. This 
is an FBI of genteel old 
gentlemen in Colonel 
Sanders suits who are 
wryly amused at 
everything. 

Toward the end. the 
thing picks up a bit. A 
Toronto job turns vio- 
Icnt-Miobody is killed but 
several are pistol-whipped, 
and Linklnter thinks this is 
amusing rather than gro¬ 
tesque. but the sequence at 
least crackles. And soon 
enough the boys are trying 
their hands at a big last 
job. a Chicago train heist. 
Again the movie stirs, par¬ 
ticularly when well-laid 







plans go astray, and one brother catches a face¬ 
ful of bullets as various law enforcement agents 
are dosing in. 

But generally, ‘The Newton Boys’ just 
wends and pokes. And it may be too Texas-y 
for its own good. It loves that particular kind of 
Texas needling and joshing between the broth¬ 
ers. and their subtle Texas superiority to vari¬ 
ous other Midwesterners. 

It even evokes the great Texas Ranger Frank 
Hamer with a knowing wink to the exactly two 
people in.the audience who know who he is. 
It’s a movie for. by and about Texas, made by 
Texans, in Texas (they, never went to Omaha or 
Toronto or Chicagp). Deaih aridL.Texas may be 
unavoidable, but you do not havtr to see 'The 
Newton Boys' unless you want to. ■ 
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Who wears what for who? 


Designers compete 
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ORLANE 

Beautv Institute 


O Facials 

O Rody in trratrm n! 
O \fakf-up 

O Hun'pran manu-urc- 
padicurf. 


(Jweider Trading Est 

Tel: 695049 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every ' 
room ~! 
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Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


to clothe starlets 


Bv Mimi Avins 



Tel. 5920605 / 5920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


GlS®. 


We save you more 



Thrmosi pleasurable shopping 
experiena . It's just about 
everything you need, ai low prices. 
A mmun-7ilj Circle Tel: 8141251 . 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily l2:Q0-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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HOLLYWOOD — "The 
inmates are running the asy¬ 
lum." a veteran fashion pub¬ 
licist said at a prc-Oscar 
luncheon, describing the 
Mylc derby the Academy- 
Awards has hecome. In the 
past Jew years, lhc media 
ha\e eagerly criticized 
designers for "besieging" 
defenseless actresses, beg¬ 
ging (hem to wear their 
dresses. But for every tale of 
designers who litter a per¬ 
former's doorstep with hoxes 
of free clothes (a situation 
most women wouldn't really 
define as a problem), there 
arc rumors of actresses who 
grossly abuse the privileges 
their positions afford them. 

In .1 year when an extrava¬ 
gantly romantic movie domi¬ 
nated (he jwards. it would be 
tempting m see the poten¬ 
tially passionate activity of 
chousing a special gown as 
an at fair of the heart. Wc 
imagine a designer is swept 
away by an .(dress's beauty 
and creates a dress just for 
her. Or an actress is so 
moved hy a designer’s vision 
iha« she experiences the 
peculiar ecstasy of love at 
first sight—a lesser thrill 
when ihe object of affection 
is a dress, not a man. but a 

high, nevertheless. 

Thai’s how it would work 
if life were a movie. In real- 
iiy. Oscar night fashions arc 
as businesslike as a pre-nup. 
A designer commits time, 
money and cl fort in dressing 
u star in exchange for inter¬ 
national exposure. Gel out 
}"ur calculators. A page of 
advertising in Vogue would 
cost X and be seen'by Y peo¬ 
ple. Making clothes for Z 
actresses and employing U 
publicists to tend to iheir 
needs, on the chance that V 
dresses will he photographed 
and seen hy 80 billion peo¬ 
ple. is worth W. squared. A 
designer does the math and 
makes an economic decision 
In invest in the Oscar market, 
or not. 


Donatella Versace decided 
to try. She opted not to 
present a couture collection 
in Paris in January but did 
create four gowns, send¬ 
ing them out on the run¬ 
way during the men’s 
shows that month. Then 
she directed the crafts¬ 
people in the Versace 
workrooms to make 20 
lace, chain mail, mesh 
and headed fantasies, 
just for Oscar 
consideration. 

In February, publi¬ 
cist Elizabeth Harri¬ 
son camped in a 
suite at the Cha¬ 
teau Marmont 
with the gowns 
and invited 
actresses to try 
them on. The 
names on her 
call sheet were 
beginner's 


might seem as cruel as a high 
school clique, but only if you 
forget that it's 
-- just business 

as usual.. 


The week 
before the 
awards. 

New 

Yorker Har¬ 
rison was at 
the Four 


guide to the 
event's pecking 
order. 

“We don’t want 
to dress jusi any¬ 
one." she explained 
then, “We warn to 
dress the right 
people." 

Well, join the club. 

The competition was 
fierce for nominated 
actresses and the present¬ 
ers, those most likely to he 
on camera or repeatedly 
photographed. Many 

actresses don't have the per¬ 
fect figures of models, so it’s 
a given that the more glamor¬ 
ous the girl, the more sought- 
after she is. 

"I'd love to see Kim 
Basinger in one of these 
gowns,” Harrison said. 
"Celine Dion would Took 
great in a number of them." 

Basinger and Dion would 
look good in bath towels. 
But chubbcttcs and wives of 
actors and directors are 
less in demand, unless 
the wife in question is 
•Terminator’ superstar 
and James Cameron 
spouse Linda Hamil¬ 
ton. The situation 



Seasons in Beverly Hills, 
with her rack of Versaces, 
coordinated shoes and bags, 
and a seamstress ready to do 
alterations. 

At the hotel, where even a 
celebrity eyebrow plucker 
had hooked a suite and was 
lining up beauties in need of 
a tweeze. rumors flew that 
actresses were making last- 
minute decisions from stock->4 
piles of dresses—including*"* 
several made just for ihcm. 
“Minnie Driver has 25 
gowns to choose from, 
and she can't moke up 
her mind because 
she's overwhelmed.” 
one publicist said. 
"With 25 designer 
gowns, who 

, wouldn’t he 

overwhelmed?” 

A non-celebrity 
; could understand 
the kind of pressure 
an actress feels on 
Oscar night by 
thinking about her 
wedding day. All 
eyes will be on her, 
and she'll he photo¬ 
graphed for posterity. . 
No wonder she gets-t 
insecure about what to^^ 
wean 

Stylists arc supposed 
to'guide a decision. 

“I . wasn’t even in 
town,' Ashley Judd said 
Monday night, “so I just 
left ir to my stylist, and 
she^ sent me things to 
Iry. But there was grum¬ 
bling that powerful sty¬ 
lists were making things 
wonse. Eenie. meeriie, 
mime. moe. The Richard 
Tyler gels to go. 

And the Versace verdict? 
Claudia Schiffcr, Lisa Rinna 
and Melanie Griffith wore 
Versace on that Monday 
night, as did a few lesser- 
known actresses. None were 
nominees or were presenters. 
Better luck next year...And* 
remember. n*«, j us t. busi^ 
ness. ■ 
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Princess prepares for Sydney 2000 

Riding the track 
of champions 


Marathon set to 
run its course 


mE SP Amman Dead Sea 

Ultra Marathon takes place Friday mom- 
mg. 3 ApnJ, beginning Cram Seventh 
Urde m Amman ai 6:30 am. The course 
wn lake runners to the lowest point oh 
earth m support of charity—specifically 
The Society for the Care of Neurological 
Patients, in cooperation with Amman 
Road Runners. The final number of par¬ 
ticipants will not be finalized until 
Thursday evening, so there is still time 
for interested parties to sign up. Prepar¬ 
ations for the big race are set, according 
to Khadeja Mohesen. an organizing 
committee spokesman—traffic control, 
medical care in case of emergencies, and 
most importantly, twelve water stations 
placed strategically along the route. The 
race, held under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Rand Ben Zeid, is being spon¬ 
sored by 41 local companies. HRH 
Prince Firas has said he wants the race to 
achieve international status, comparable • 
to the New York, or Boston marathons.. ’ 
To dale, participants number 160 Jorda¬ 
nian and expatriate athletes living in Jor¬ 
dan with an additional 20 runners from 
outside the country. ■ 



Malone \ 
and Gun 


Vows Run 


By Alan Greenberg 

LARRY BIRD said, he 
received death threats so 
often during his, playing 
days, he stopped repotting 
them, or even paying atten¬ 
tion. So .the recent news that 
Korf Malone received a death- 
threat white' his'' S&fz were 
piaying'the "Nets in New Jer¬ 
sey shouldn't come a t 
shock. 

Death threats,':' unfortu¬ 
nately, are often a grisly part 
of being famous- What was 
shocking was Malone saying 
he will take appropriate 
actions to protect himself. 
Malone said security, at some 
NBA games is lax. and'he’s 
not going to wait for a disas¬ 
ter to happen.. *Tye got a 
concealed weapons permit," 
Malone said. “We fly char¬ 


ter, jukL l'm' going to . start 
carrying a "gun on the. road 
.with me, right, now, no ques- 
.tlon. Tin going to protect 
.. myself; From how bn.Til be 
packing. I’m. not going to; be 
one of those. ub-oh guys.“: . 

- Malone’s comments would 

• ‘be comical if the jiubject ■ 
■'wfehen’t’ Sh 7 serioilr. What’s 

• he lping Co do, cany-a der-. 

. rLagc-r' in tu» vvalatbond uml 

play with one eye on the 
stands? • Malone is tight: 
Security; is' fex - at most 
games. And’ while a Guenter 
.Parche copycat would seem 
to be. risking his own dis¬ 
memberment by running onto 
'. the court with a knifes only 
metal- detectora "at .each. 
... entrance or OTirpondiag the' 
court with bulletproof gjass 
would seem-to ..ensure ;tber 
pIayer5'. safety from a girn- 


toting yahoo. 

. ‘- When public figures min¬ 
gle with the public, security 
is always a concern. But 
given their roultimiJlion dol¬ 
lar salaries, pro athletes can 
aflbrd to hire bodyguards 
when they venture out in 
public*. Many do: But'in .the 
areatu just as oh a 'Broadway 
stage or ar a conceit, every 
pettormer is at nsk. ”l ve 
been carrying a gun for the 
past 10 years," Rockets for¬ 
ward Charles Barkley said. “1 
just feel safer with it. Hut 1 
don't.think you need it on the 
road. You just have to trust 
security then. I think any¬ 
body who wants to get you is 
going to get you anyway." ■ 

. . LA Tima-wukington Post 

News Service 


By Abdul Hamid Addasi 

Special io The Suir 

HER ROYAL Highness Prin- 
cess Haya Sunday completed 
participation in the 12-naiion 
Zurich International Eques¬ 
trian Tournament. The contest 
was comprised of the 36 best 
riders from 1 j countries, 
including Great Britain. Ire¬ 
land. Holland. Austria. Ger¬ 
many. Belgium. Bulgaria. 
Switzerland. Canada. Brazil 
and USA. 

Her final competition on 
Sunday was quite u success 
when she got the 19th posi¬ 
tion with the Belgium rider 
Ludo Philpetres. 

Princess Haya participated 
in three tough competitions in 
the tournament, against such 
great riders as Austrian Hugo 
Simon, the world champion, 
and Germany's Olympic 
champion. 

Her competition on Sunday 
was a hit of a tragedy. She was 
forced to withdraw when her 
horse balked at the obstacle in 
the speed competition in 
which 49 tap seeded champi¬ 
ons also took part. 

“It was natural io withdraw, 
especially since the track was designed 
for world champions rather than a prin¬ 
cess come from Jordan.” she smiled. 

Tap-ranked Austrian Hugo Simon. 
World Cup title holder, and Britain’s 
European champion Michael Witakcr 
were also eliminated. Participants had 
to clear 12 obstacles of 140 centimeters 
each. Germany's Marcus Mirvhvorman 
finished first with a time of 54.72 
seconds. 

Success brings success 

Clearly, the participation of Princess 
Haya was a big success and will likely 
have a positive effect on future compe¬ 
titions. She faced the world's champi¬ 
ons and has learned how to compete on 
an international level. She has received 
an invitation to participate in Lucerne 
Tournament—which will take place 
June 4-7—as well as to 40 other Euro¬ 
pean competitions this year. 

Towards Sydney 2000 

Princess Haya considered the recent 
competition as a stage in her prepara- 
tjpns.ftrjhe next- Pun Arab Games—to 
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The’ ‘‘British Ambassatlor’s Cup” Golf 
at 9 am at the 

v; JEH&ax&'.lSoff Chab. Forty-four of the lead- 
: ■ htg goIfers in AaHnaii, both. Jordanians 
, and expatriates from business, govern- 
'. in^-andrdijdbmatic sectors, will fee par-- 
; - tidpaflng ,/After -tire,tournament lunch wBL 
•/ her-serned; arid-prizes. wiU be given to : 
'.Whmeni; : V- 


be held in Amman in 1999— and also 
for the Olympics planned for Svdnev in 
2000. 

“I am not participating in any com po¬ 
litico which presents an obstacle to my 
ambitious program for Sydney 2000.’’ 
she said. 

Because of that, she began an inten¬ 
sive regimen for three years, eating only 
salads, cheese and chicken, running 3 
times a day and..with the help of a spe¬ 
cial doctor, preparing psychologically 
for the competition. 

Other successes in Zurich 

The Ministry of Tourism organized 
the Jordanian wing of the exhibition 
held on the sidelines of the tournament. 
The exhibits aimed at marketing the 
Kingdom internationally and promoting 
interest in its archaeological sites. The 
exhibits were attended by 10,607 visi¬ 
tors. breaking the previous record of 
10.450. In addition, the mounted Badia 
police and folklore troupe Ya Ha la pre¬ 
sented several dazzling performances 
relating to Jordanian culture. ■ 


or’s Cup Friday 

Be British Ambassador, who himself will 
play in the match , will be presenting the 
piip to the winner of the tournament, and 
prizes and lunch will be presented by 
some organizations which offered to spon¬ 
sor the event, such as Le Mention Hotel, 
British Airways and the British Bank. Her 
Royal Highness Princess Mima will assist 
in presenting the prizes. ■ 


Brazilian ‘dream team 9 in 


■Mr 10 DE JANEIRO. Brazil —Somewhere on 
. the road to the World Cup, th& Brazilian jug¬ 
gernaut hroke down. Barely a year ago, the 
tour-time world champions were steamrolfing 
adversaries in the best tradition of Brazilian 
; "art soccer." Coach Mario Zagallo described it 
as "the soccer of dreams." . ' 

l Bur recently. Brazil has struggled against 
soccer . minor leaguers like Guatemala and 
Jamaica. Goal scorers-can't find the net. Play-- 
makers lack inspiration. Art soccer has : turned 

Zagallo. whose job seemed as secure as the 
pope's, is under pressure to show improv emen t 
in upcoming exhibition games against powernil 
1 Germany and Argentina. Local medtajdready 
are speculating on his replacement rfhe (ajk- 
Alarmed at the team’s slump, the Brazilian 
! Soccer Confederation this month named former 
All-Star Zico as coordinator, c ? l V\ s ® IO j.?™ 
aide-help that Zagallo had long said he didn i 

"S course. Brazilians set impossibly high 
■ '4k Mandards. They expect not only vjCtol^ bu an 
CV ery game. The team been No. n 
FIFA's world rankings , 
remains a favorite to win its 
France. And with a front line of Romano and 
Ronaldo, how hod can it te. - w Rra _ 

Still, for a team that pledged to revive Bra 

disappointing. Problems' wereaptwrem dun "? 

; -iSips 

• teamwork were harder to explaj. 

There was disharmony off the new. wo-« 

bnndini of plovers 

their heads, causingsomeopen 

concern that blew out 

group T* 

Australia 6-0 in the final, wtm !he 

Romano and Ronaldo. Never m.no 
Socccroos were a man 

4f game and hadn t eve " ^jSJians could turn 
, Cup. The ^ ® d Bufte the CON- 

" .it cm whenever wan if?‘ t u (hgy tried and 

• - CACAF Gold Cup last month, tney 

““bS rofr«d through ImmiJtatf* drows 


* .-xnL attt 'ni 



.--with Guatemala and Jamaica and an historic 
fiist loss to the United States, cn route to a 
IhirtJ-place finish. Back home, newspapers ran 
banner headlines. that summed up the senti¬ 
ment: “Vergonhfi!"—Sharoe. Confederation 
president Ricardo Teixeira stated bluntly that 
he was unhappy with the results and appointed 
Zico. with orders to restore discipline—but 
without overshadowing Zagallo. 

“The truth is he came aboard.to intervene, 
not to coordinate," said Oldemario Toguinho. 
the dean of Brazilian sports writers. “The con¬ 
federation lost faith in its coach, HU absolute 
power has ended." - ; 

Zico. a brilliant player and veteran of three 
World Cups, hit the ground running. He 
announced a ban on gambling in the delegation 
and took a discreet poke at the team’s lock of 
preparation. "Some of. the players said they 
didn’t know how the other team would play." 
Zico said. "We can never go into any competi¬ 
tion not knowing what to expect." 

Excessive self-confidence is a weakness of 
ZagpJJo; and Brazil. Zagallo likes to say he's a 
bom wiimer.and not even Pels can boast his 
four World Cup titles: as a player in J 958 and 


1962. coach in 1970 and coordinator in 1994. 

But critics say he has grown complacent. 
Zagalio says Brazil need not he concerned with 
other teams, they should worry about Brazil. 
When asked why he hasn’t studied Brazil's 
adversaries in the Cup—Scot kind. Morocco 
and Norway in the first round—Zagallo said 
there was no huny, he could do it a week 
before the game. In March. Zagallo visited the 
Brazilian team's practice field in France and 
complained about the installations. Bui it was 
too lute to switch, which raised questions as to 
why he hadn't gone earlier. 

The next games will be crucial tor Zagallo to 
finish picking and testing his 22 players tor the 
Cup. But most already have stamped their pass¬ 
ports for France.The frontline is no secret. 
Ronaldo, the 21-year-old phenomenon of Intcr- 
nazionale. is Brazil's biggest hope for goals. 
He wiU be joined by J994 Cup Most Valuable 
Player Romano of Flamengo. who at 32 is a 
step slower but still a scoring threat as well as 
Ronaldo's best friend. Veteran Bebeto and tal¬ 
ented tiui temperamental Edmundo arc likely 
reserves. 


In goal, veteran Taffarel will get ihe nod 
despite his uneven play tor Ailctieo Minciro. 
For Zagallo. more important is Taffarel's expe¬ 
rience in two World Cups, including on the 
1994 champions. 

The defense will be anchored by Roma's 
Aldnir. another 1994 veteran. Dazzlingly tal¬ 
ented Junior Baiano of Flamengo leads the race 
tor the other fullback slot, but his chances arc 
hurt by his volatile temper. He drew a two- 
game expulsion for elbowing in the Gold Cup. 

On the wings are Cafu of Roma and Roberto 
Carlos of Real Madrid. Cafu's speed and 
Roberto Carlos' fearsome left-foot are impor¬ 
tant. if predictable offensive weapons for Bra¬ 
zil. The team captain from 1994, Dunga of 
Japan's Jubtlo Iwata, will be back, splitting 
defensive duties in the mid-field with Cesar 
Sampaio of the Yokohama Flugels. 

Offensive chores will fall to Denilson. the 
quicksilver young star of Sao Paulo. That 
leaves only one position unfilled. It's the virtu¬ 
oso role of play maker-defender, the elusive “I” 
in Zagallo's 4-3-1-2 tactical scheme. And his 
plans hinge on finding the right piece. 

Leonardo of Milan and Rivaldo of Barcelona 
are the lop contenders. buL both are lefties and 
tend to clog the left side with Denilson. 
Juninho of Atlctico Madrid, who is right- 
footed. was considered a sure bet until a broken 
leg all but eliminated him from the Cup. That 
opened a new chance for veteran Rai. of Paris- 
St. Germain. Benched for his poor play and all 
but forgotten since lhe'94 Cup, Rai will decide 
his fate against Germany and Argentina. Less 
than 90 days from kickoff, big questions 
remain. Can the defense jell? Can the offense 
click? Can Zico be effective, despite old 
grudges with Romano and resentment from 
Zagalio? Can Brazil recover its harmony and 
the joyful, in-your-face style that marked its 
best teams? 

Many Brazilians frankly thought the team 
would be farther along than it is now. But the 
raw talent is overwhelming and may be enough 
to carry it to the title. And optimists cite a pre¬ 
vious crisis, when the Brazilian coach was 
sacked shortly before the'Cup. That was in 
1970, and the replacement—Zagallo—steered 
Pele and Company to a third world title. ■ 
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Edmundo set for Fiorentina return 

FLORENCE. Italy—He's back' Fiery Brazilian striker 
Edmundo. who has returned Goodwill Games to Fiorentina 
after walking out in ^ 

dispute over playing C~ 
time, was set to start ^ 
for the Serie A club V- 
for the first time and . 
wants a place on Bra- . 
zil's World Cup 
squad. Brazil coach '£■' 

Mario Zagallo had 
criticized Edmundo *• 
for leaving Fiorcn- . 

tina. and when the : -- . & 

player returned ‘ gSWBki i_.' i ^ CF 

March 17. he vowed : * 

to earn a spot as a . ‘ ^ C ' 

reserve forward lor : - JBF.' "*"'*• ' 

With Anselmo Sw" ■-WP" 

Robhiati. Domenico - -';\ 

Morten and Russian "* 

Andrei Kunchelskis off-form. Fiorentina coach Alberto Male- • 
sani has said he would use Edmundo alongside Belgian inter- .j 
national Luis Oliveira and Argentine Mar Gabriel' Batistuta • 
against last-place Napoli. The Brazilian allied five goals in a 1 
scrimmage againsi minor league team this week 

“Edmundo represents one of our rcccni bright spots." Male- 1 
sani said. "He’s working well, with humility and desire. Too 
had he didn't before." 

England gets endorsement for 2006 

England has bid io stage the World Cup in 2fHMj. That's pro- . 
vided Argentina doesn't bid to host it. The prime minister met ; 
a delegation from the English Fooibjfi Association in Buenos j 
Aires. Argentina, including I96t> star Bobby Charlton, sports 
minister Tony Banks and bid leader Alee McGivan. 

Although Argentina is thinking of making its own hid. 
Menem told them he would support England's hid if Argen-'. 
tina's didn't happen. “This is another enormous boost for the; 
campaign." said McGivan. whose bid faces opposition from • 
Germany and South Africa and likely from Brazil. 

“We are very honored lhai President Menem tool: time nut * 
from his hu&y schedule to meet us and th.u he has thrown fits' 
full weight behind us." 

Two weeks ago. FIFA president Joan Havclange gave Eng-‘ 
land's bid his personal support even though he nil! h.-r.e 
retired when the vote is taken in June 2000. 

Asprilla may not be healthy for World Cup . 

The Colombian forward, whose career has been a roller¬ 
coaster ride of brilliant play and off-the-field woes, may not. 
be healthy in time to get a call-up for the World Cup. it was 
revealed in Milan. Italy. 

Asprilla's latest ailment, a left knee injury, has kept him 
out of Serie A club AC Parma's lineup. He did Lake the field 
for Colombia's friendly against Yugoslavia Wednesday, but 
just for a handful of minute*before limping off. 

Netherlands wants to cancel Nigeria 
warm»up 

AMSTERDAM. Netherlands—A Dutch Cabinet minnse.i'- 
has said that a World Cup warm-up match between the Neth¬ 
erlands and Nigeria should be canceled because it breaches a 
European Union trade embargo with the African nation. 

The teams, who will play in the World Cup finals in 
France, are scheduled to meet June 5 in Amsterdam’s Arena. 
But Minister for Overseas Development Jan Prnnk wrote in a 
Labor Party magazine that if would he a scandal if the match 
was played because it breaks sanctions imposed to protest 
Nigeria's poor human rights record. 

However. Dutch television reported Sunday that the sports 
ministry has already approved the match. 


Iran stars says team will do well against 
Germany 

TEHRAN. Tran—Iranian soccer stars Ali Daei and Karim 
Bagheri know all about their German World Cup oppo- 
nents.They play in the Bundesliga for Armenia Bielefeld. 
“We ’ will ~ sur¬ 
prise skeptics - : - 

and will do , 

very well. 

even against f m 

the Germans.” / J i 

Daei. one of a A| 

few German- iT 

based \\ ^ 

backbone 

the national 

squad.’ said the j ^ 

wiT~ | FRANCE OS ■■ 

«L-ond‘™ndI f COUPE OU MONDE i 

Bagheri led [___j 

World Cup 

qualifying with 19 goals in 17 games, including a record- 
tying seven in Iran's record-selling 17-0 victory over the Mal¬ 
dives last June. Asia's 1997 player of the year. Khodadud 
Azizi. who plays for Germany's Cologne, is another key 
player the Iranians will count on during the finals in France.' 
which begins June 10. 

Chelsea mars Gazza’s Wembley return 

WEMBLEY. England—Paul Gascoigne's first appearance; 
in English soccer in seven years was in a Cup Final at Wcm-; 
blcy Sunday, but the England star went home with a loser'v 
medal. 

The 31-year-old mid-lieldcr.who signed with Division One 
Middlesbrough from the Glasgow Rangers last week, entered 
the game as a second half substitute and was given a yellow 
card within seven minutes for hitting Chelsea's Gianfranco 
Zola from behind. He then saw Frank Sinclair and Roberto Di 
Maueo score extra time goals, giving European Cup Vk inners 
Cup semifinalisl Chelsea a 2-0 victory. 


COUPE OU MONDE 


Blatter and Johansson on collision 
course 

ZURICH. Switzerland—FIFA General Secretary Scpp Blat¬ 
ter and UEFA president Lennart Johansson, on <i collision 
course for the FIFA presidency, started their campaigns Sun¬ 
day and the exchanges look like they re becoming a tough 
war of words. 

“In soccer wc talk so often of lair play." Johansson told the 
Sonniags Zeitung newspaper. "So why. Kir heaven s sake, 
don’t they stick to the rules of lair play.’ he asked in criti¬ 
cism of Blatter and the man they both hope u> replace. Joao 
Havelanae. 

-—---- Blatter otliually 

! launches his campaign 
(-Monday in Paris. He 
yfNHb I has already indicated 
! he will offer the job of 
J FIFA sports director to 
NMtot. French soccer hero and 

World Cup organizing 

Michel Platini. "The 
time is ripe to bring 
\ great soccer name into 

■ w \ !"<, FIFA. " Blatter told 

Sonmags Blick. 


collision 
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L«s Saoudiens prennent des mesures anti-feua 

•Us autoMs saouiitnnn ml conanmci Cra If/iles cUmatisees 



mUs autorilts saoudiennes ent commence cede semaine ctJresse^^ pklermage,. Ces tentes ctimatisees, 

<fir mille tentes ignifugtes pour pecker un nouvel £ tota i £> 22.000 extiacteurs et relicts 

fabriquees par un consortium de ISOftrmessaoudiem un demi-miUion defideles, son un 
a un systcme d’extincteurs aulommues. EUesmen 7 a eviler la 
quart du total attendu. Un autre million rformira o fa ic/te cMtfc.J T . P uicendie provoquepar un 

ripitition de la tragidie del'annde derniere, ou 343Jideles avaientpen dans un meant r * 

rtchaud a gaz. Celui-ci est d'ailleurs ifterdit cette annee. . , KUrva u r reeulierement les tieux saints 

Une escadrille de douze helicopteresde la defense hwnin. Selon les organisatem. 

pour donner Valerie en cas d uicendie etpoursurveiller legigantesqu Jk . camions de pompiers et 

les amorites ont augmente le nombre de bouches a uicendie .frigorifutu^ seront utilises 

autant d'ambulances i la Mecque et Midine. D autre part, plus de 500 , L oeriode du pilerinage, qui 

pour la distribution aux pelerius de quelque 15 millions de bouieiU.es d’eau duranl Uzpenoaeau peg■ 


'mm*' wm ™ ™ ™ ™ prend fin le 7 avril avec la file du sacrifice, Aid Al-Adfux. t out musuuruu **du Mont 

le ptferinage & la Mecque au mains unefois dans sa vie. Le temps fo v „Me Le jour de la fete, sept 

S i S 4 . I n J „ O f _ ^ Arafat, qui aura lieu cette annie le 6 avril, sans laquelle le pelennage n esl pas valide. Lejour j 

Upplement 6 I1 rriinC3.1S dll N t 3. T abattoir!. pamant mlitra- rigargemtnl d'un million * moutons. seront oplratumnt 


Toute la redaction du 
Jourdain vous souhaite 
une bonne AidAl- 
Adha. Pas d’edition 
la semaine prochaine. 
Retrouvez-nous 
le 16 avril. 

Aid Motibarak ! 
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I Deux millions en France 


Selon le Secours catholiquc. une organisation 

car native rcconnue. cc nombre est en forte augmentation. 
Dans >on demier rapport annuel sur la situation des per- 
snnncs en difficult^ en l‘»96. le nombre de cas que le Se¬ 
cours a iraile a augmente de I0*&. Dans le Pas-dc-Calais 
lnr#rd>. la hau^se attcint me me 9(Kr. Sur le terrain. 1‘Etat ci 
les collcctivitcs locales oni tendance a se vi£charger sur les 
associations. L'an demier. 605* des personnes accueillics 
par lc Secours catholiquc ont ete envoydes par les services 
soeiaux. Chaque region connait des difficulles speciliqncs. 
En Alsace, ce soul les jeunes les plus touches. En Ile-de- 
Fmncc. cc sunt des gens surendcttds. en raison du pri.t Lmp 
eleve des Infers. Les SDF (Sans Domicile Fisel ne snnt 
que la purtie emergee de I'iceberg pauvrete : le iravail. de 
plus en plus precairc. nest plus un rampart sul'fisant contra 
la miscre. ■ 



Societe 


Les pauvres, tels qu’on ne les voit pas 


Pres d’un quart de la population a du nial a joindre les deux bouts. Depuis 1992, le nombre 
de Jordaniens dans la necessite a augmente de 50%. Face a cette tragedie, les pouvoirs publics 
semblent depasses. Le Jourdain a rencontre quelques-unes de ces families refugiees a Wadi Abdoun, 

a quelques metres du quartierle plus chic d’Amman. 
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f Vodi Aboun : 10.000 habitants et cinq a dix personnes par logemenL 


Dans les rues dtroiles et 
uistes de Wadi Abdoun. des en- 
fonts jouent dans les ordures ct 
les eaux usees. II pleut. Visages 
pales ircmblotanis et pieds nus. 
ils no sent veuis que dc chemi¬ 
ses legeres. Ici ct lit. dans les 
rccoins. des adolescents. le re¬ 
gard perdu, basurdent et font en 
riant des commeniaires sur les 
pascams. Ils ont Fair plus vieux 
que leur age Dans les maisons. 
des meres st'gosillcm a menre 
un peu d'ordre. 

Quelques epiceries. maiere- 
ment approvisionnees. serxent 
Jes cbanceux qui ont les moy- 
ens de s'acheter le nccessaire 
pour vivre. De chaque cote de 
la rue. des maisons routes iden- 
tiques avec de simples portes 
en tole : dans les halls d'entree 
sans lonuK. la pluic et la neige 
sont comme chez elles. A 
l'intlrieur. la seule piece de vie 
est d<cor£e d'un tapis qui cache 


mal le parquet. Plusieurs mate- 
las v sont disperses pour 
s'asscoir. dormir ou manger. 
Enfin. il y a une modesic cui¬ 
sine et unc salle de bain. Ic plus 
sou vent dans la memc piece. 
Wadi Abdoun comptc environ 
10.000 habitants ct chaque mai¬ 
sonnette esi le refuge dc cinq u 
dix personnes dont la majorite 
a moinsdc 15 ans. 

MalgnJ leur terrible indi¬ 
gence. ces -gens-la» se mon- 
trent chaleurcux avec les visi- 
teurs impromptus. Lc pas de la 
porte a peine franchi. toute la 
famine se reunit pour s'asseoir 
autour des nouveaux venus. Lc 
pere prend la parole. La femme 
et les enfants I’&outent racon- 
ter leur vie : - Ma famille est 
parfois obligee dc passer une 
joumee complete sans rien 
manger, et la plupart du temps 
on dart dans le froid parce 
quon n‘a pas les moyens 


d’acheter Jit kerosene pour le 
cluuiffage ». Diene et Her 
presque a I'excfes. Abdul Ham¬ 
id est un vieil homme dc 94 
ans donr la mauvaise same et 
I’Sge ne lui permeuem plus dc 
travailler. Remarie pour la troi- 
sieme fois. i! est pourtant Ic 
pen: dune jeune famille de dix 
enfants dont le plus vieux n'a 
que 15 ans. Mais ceux-ci doi- 
vent sc comentcr dc charity et 
d'une allocation du Ministere 
du Ddveloppement Social tie 
50 dinars parmois. 


25 % des indigents re^oivent une aide mensuelle 


«Ou que vans alliez dans le pays, vous ne 
yerrez pas de gens pieds nus. affames ou sans eau 
profct-'t*. Les propdS ‘ tJiitrancic'rs tfenui deyant'Ta 
presse i] y a quelques ‘semaines par Ir'Prejnifr'nff- 
nisne insistent diffivilement a la rtalite quotidienne 
des Jordaniens. Le royaume compte aujound'hui 
plus d'un million de personnes qui vivent au- 
dcssous du seuil de pauwetd. -Un doublemeni en 
dir ans*. confirme Ic minisne du Ddveloppement 
Social Mohammad Mamsar. Ceiui-ci refuse cepen- 
dant de mettre en doute la politique du gouveme- 
mem et emboile le pas de son Premier ministre 
quand ceiui-ci denoncc la pauvrete jordanienne 
comme -une culture de la home- : •*Une des rai¬ 
sons de la pauvrete reside dans le fail que les gens 
widen settlement travailler dans les bureaux-, de¬ 
clare M. Mamsar Les Jordaniens. au contrairc des 
Egypt tens. Philippine ct aulres Sri Lankais. nc serai 


ent pas prats ik prendre n’importe quel travail, 
malgre un taux de chomaee d’environ 25%. 

Aussi. le Mjnjstere accorde une aide famiiiaJe $ 
condition qu'aucun des membres'malcs du foyer ne 
soil en mesure dc travailler. Au passage, on notera 
que le travail des femmes n'est pas envisage. De 
toute fai^on. ad met Hala A l Obeidi, qui. au sein 
d'une organisation non gouvemementale. s'occupe 
des femmes de Wadi Abdoun. - elles refusenr les 
emptois de maison qu on leur propose-, quand Jes 
mans leur permenent de travailler. 

Parallelement. le Ministere signe des contrats 
avec des usines qui s engagent a einbaucher pendant 
six mois des jeunes de plus de 18 ans sans qualifica¬ 
tion qui doivent alors faire leurs preuves. De plus, 
en collaboration avec le Ministere du TravaiL il of- 
fre des stages ii Jcs personnes en difficult^ ayani 
pourtant poursuivi des etudes. L'annee demiere. Ic 
gou\ememem et les organisations non gou%ememen 


tales ont d£pens£ 140 millions de dinars jpoiir la 
pauvrete. Et Mohammad Mamsar de souligner que 
plus de 25^» des pau^Tesrreqoivem une aidejnen- 
suelle tlu r Ministere, qui vane en function des situa¬ 
tions de famille <au maximum. 60 dinars). 

Sans doute n’esl-ce pas suffisanL Le ministre re- 
connait notamment que la moilifi seulemeni des 
orphelins binefide d’un souticn financier. Mais se¬ 
lon lui. la fame n'est pas qu’aux pouvoirs publics. Il 
prend rexemple des prets sans interit accordis b des 
gens qui ne peu vent plus travailler et subvenir 3ux 
besoins de leur famille : souveiu des personnes de 
plus de 60 ans. Le ministere leur octroie au plus 
3000 dinars ten materiel, location de bailments...) 
pour monter un projeL comme I’ouverture d’une 
Hpicerie. -Mats la plupart du temps, explique le 
ministre. Us preferenr revend re le tout pour alter se 
warier*. Les pauvres scraient done pauvres parce 
qu'ils le veulent bien "1 ■ 


Ramadan Kareem 

Les visages tir£s par le froid 
ct la faimr ils nous regardent 
comme si nous poss&lions le 
remede miracle a leurs souf- 
frances. Pour eux. les repas se 
limitent souvent a du pain : 
-On n’achete jamais de viande. 
e'est un luxe auquel on n'ose 
mime pas river, avoue Abdul 
Hamid, en essayant de dissi- 
muler ses larmes b sa famille. 
si on a de la chance, on pourra 
acheter des legumes *. Pas de 
r6frig£rateur dans ce foyer, 
comme presque partout ail- 
leurs. Que pourraient-ils en 
faire quand- ils n’ont rien i y 
menre dedans ? Et Je vieil 
homme d’ajouler: - Ce qu'on a. 
on le mange lejour meme *•. 

A quelques metres de la. 
Maha Abdul Fatah, 33 ans. 
mfcre de cinq enfants. nous ac- 
cueille avec le sourire a. dans 
ses bras, sa petite fille d'un an, 
retaidee mentalc. Elle nous dit 
qu’ils vivent sur [‘argent que 
son man et son fils rapportenL 
Le man est ouvrier en bariment 
mais il ne trouve pas toujours 
de boulot alors cenains raois. 
la famille s'en tire avec les 20 
dinars que ramene le fils de son 


usine. - Dc plus, le Ministere du 
Developpemeni Social nous 
donne 40 dinars par mois pour 
ma petite fille retardee. ne 
cache pas Maha. qui. si son 
man nc J’auiorise pas il iravuil- 
ler. sail faire appel au systenic 
D. quand »»n a de /'urgent, 
jackbte du kerosene et je le 
vends it la maison pour geigner 
un peu de soils-. Maiert lous 
ses efforts, sa petite famille ne 
mange qu une sculc fois par 
jour ou parfois pas du tout. Per¬ 
due dans ses pens£es. elle se 
souvient alors du ramadan : 
• C'etait un mois special parce 
qu’on a re$u de 1‘aide de gens 
qu'on ne connaissait menu: pas. 
lb ctaient genereux over nous 
et nous ont donne beaucoup a 
manger-. 


Sous la ptuie. nous entroos 
dans la maison de la famiQe 
Mcra’i dont ni la mere, rn le 
pcrc ne travail lent. Les autres 
habitants reconnaissem que 
leur situation est sans doute la 
pin: du quartier. Nawal est en¬ 
ceinte de huit mois avec d£ja 
quatre jeunes enfants dont le 
plus age a huit ans. Son mari 
est soutd et epileptique. Elle 
re foil chaque mois 35 dinars de 
deux mosqu^es mais rien du 
Minislfrre. -On vit de rien. con- 
fie Nawal qui assume touies les 
responsabiiites du manage, je 
demandc de temps en temps a 
ma famille dc nous sautenir 
mais elle m’aide quand elle 
peut •. Pendant la conversation, 
ses - enfants maigres vfetus 
16g6remenc ne cessent.de tous- 
ser et demandent h leur mfere ce 
qu'ils vont monger le soir. 
Nawal dvite de leur rdpondre 
en essayant tarn bien que mal 
d’dchapper k leurs regards : ils 
sont tous les quatre andmiques. 
«/b n’ont mangi que des to- 
mates aujourd'hui, finit par ad- 
mettre la jeune mfcre. et je n'ai 
rien d leur dffrir ce soir*. 

Avant de quitter le quanier. 

15 ans 

d’Abdul Hamid, nous interpelle * 
et nous laisse cette rdflexion k 
mdditer : •Comment voulez- 
vous que les pays etrangers 
noas aident quand il y a des 
chateaux el des Voltures comme 
ceux d 'Abdoun. Quand les offi- 
cieb voient fa. ib se disent 
qu 'il n'y a pas de pauvreti en 
Jordanie ou que les Jordaniens 
qui Imbiteni de tels chdteaux 
peuvent bien aider leurs corn- 


pat nores 7 «. 


Textes et photos: 
Samoa Abu-Sharar 


Culture 


Sport 


«Nous avons commis un faux pas» 


; Le festival international du theatre independant perturbe par plusieurs defections. 
v Une mauvaise organisation dont s'explique le directeur\ Nader Imran. 


iDebonnaire d.ms M>n 

'qnuMin av.ichi. .1 l .civ; cl pieds 
nu<- dans >-cs rm\jvins dc gala. 
N.idcr Imran cnn!es«e les cr- 
rcur^ dc ’.a 'jvitipc thjatralc < Al- 
F.ixancc.-i o'-rTgamsotricc du 
IC'li'.al 


Demain plus de 150 coureurs s’elanceront vers la Mer morte 
pour le marathon le mo ins eleve du globe. Vultra sera Vepreuve 
reine: 50 kilometres pour un denivele total de 1300 metres. 
Impressions d 1 avant-course avec deuxfavoris. 


Le Jourdain : Les spectacles 
induncsicns et algeriens ont 
etc unnules et celui du I'lnde 
n’est pas assure. Pourquoi 
cette disorganisation appa- 
rente ? 

Nader Imran : Nou> axons 


C’est la vie 


L'agenda culturel d'Amman 


Cinema 


Cycle cnnsucre au reaiisutcur Luis Bunuel. 

L.i /ii". iv Fi P tl v>. film dc 1*159 cn noir et blanc nnn 

.«>u—riird- en jnhc a-.ee Gerard Philippe. Lc jour dc la lets n.r- 
(i»»ii.i!e. un ulitLicr :ih>ai le gr<u\crncur d'une ilc »‘»\i >.c trouve le 
pcnitcncisr d'un Eui -ud-umericain. Lundi 6 avril a l.Sh30 el 
2l)h30 uu Centre culturel Trancais. Renseignements an 
463W45 uu 4A37II0V. 

L>- .-Ihiinic diwrrt ti>- Li hnur^r.usi c. film dc 1942 cn coalcur 
-nus-tiirc er. .irahe :ivcc Del phi nc Scyrig Dcrricra les civility 
,Uj huurgcoi> attahlcs '.c cachcm fa irmJcur. I'cgni-mc. Ii mc- 
ch.inccic. Lundi 13 avril ii I8h3flet 2Uh30uu CCF. 


commis un faux pas ecuc an- 
tide. Nous a von- chcrche unc 
nnuvcllc manicrc Jc travailler. 
Lc coni ilc d'orgjmsation a 
confic a dcs a gen ccs Ic soin dc 
contactor des troupes ihcatralcs 
cn A sic ct cn Afriqus. Au de¬ 
but. tour a bien fonaionne 
Nous j vims rev'u lc*- candida¬ 
tures ci Jonnc noire accord. 
Mais certamcs bcliscs ^i»nt ve¬ 
nues tnsublcr Ic Jcni'Ulenient 
Ju foil wil. L.i troupe indone- 
sicnnc j ain-i loupe son avion 
-\ mi in ;r»is. il ne agii pns de 
precipitation ou dc pn»hlcmc 
d'opgamsatinn. Je cmis que les 
Indoncsiens n'onl pas su rc- 
>cner un billet d'avinn. alors 
qu'ils connaisMiicm Ij date du 
vul. J ai meme 1 impression 
qu'ils ne connuissciu ptLX cette 

haute technologic qu'on ap¬ 
pel le l av ion ’ 


qu’jvcc des intermediuircs 
nous pourrions approchcr dcs 
iheatrcs Je pays eloicnes ci 
ainsi faire dc noire festival unc 
manifestation vcritablcinem in- 
ternation^lc. Mais on n’ohticni 
pas toujours ce qu on veui. 


sommes ddsulcs ct nous avons 
tente de pallier la defection des 
tmupcs deja cilecs cn les rcm- 
p lav;ant par les pieces prdvucs 
mirmulemcnt au theatre Osama 
Al-Mashini. 


L. J. : Vous pensez done que 
ce n’etuit pas la meilleure 
rai;on de proceder ? 

N. I. : Non. ic crois que I’idce 
Js travailler avec dcs iniermed- 
).lire- ctai: bonne au depart. 
Mais e est surtout leur je-m'en- 
touti.smc jui est a mctirc en 


Verne festival du theatre independant 


Programme du 2 au 5 avril 


Attention l Lc programme ci-dcwius est susceptible dc 
changenr.-nts. Aussi q ■„->! prelcrable J appelcr les organisaieur.- 
.iu 5624413 uu lc Centre cultural royal ju 5661026 so.int le 

spectacle. 


Centre culturel royal-Theatre rond, 19h3» 

2 avril; t ISullvt at lie mar Ju ,\!ha \ H.wsv. 

p.ir l.i troupe AI Favvanec* ' Jnrdanici 

3 et 4 avril: Ji\r ILi .MAhud. 

par le Theatre du jour i Palestine > 


Centre culturel royal-Salle principaie. 21H00 
2 uvrii: Kiwi fu>. pur uric troupe indicunc 

4 et 5 av ril: t uln'lli*. par l.i troupe El Tejtro iTunisici 

5 avril : Soiree dc tloiurc 


I.. .1. : Quant au groupe al- 
gcrien— 

N. I. : On m j Jit quo tout de- 
v.iit cue regie par Jcs artistes 
.dgeriens qui \ ivcm en France. 
La troupe a quille i AIgene 
mais mi ne sail imijours pas uu 
ils sun: p.iss;s «u Lhriirc ■/,- /;■ .- 

!rc brutt luge, ib n datcni mu- 

jiwr* i><i\ cirri n i. SDUt i 
Nous avons e-^aye de nous 
renseigner par telephone 
iiupres dc leurs families, cn 
vain Appuremment. dies ont 
pctir de donner Jo mmrma- 
tions. Vouhlicns pas que lc.s 
islamisics imicni I'Algeria dans 
Ic sang En tout cas. doormais. 
nous prenJrms les contacts 
nous-memcs. C'est unc bonne 
iccon pour lavernr. Nous ne 
cnmptcrens pin--jamais -ur Jes 
intermediuircs pour regk-r nns 
.lliaircs. 


I- .1. : On peut vous reprn- 
cher tout de meme de ne pas 
vous etre assez Investis dans 
la preparation de ce festival. 
N. I.: Faux, nous avnns mis lc 
p.iquct des le dehui pour que 
ce festival sni: un succes. C'esl 
la premiere toi« qu'il connait 
Je tel les difficulles. Nous cn 


L. J.: En raison de toutes ces 
defections, le festival perd de 
son intcmationalisme. Ne 
vuut-il mi eux pas ie limiter a 
la region ? 

N. I.: Non. jc nc cmis pas. La 
France el l.i Suede (dans les 
ateliers. NDLR) etaient pre¬ 
sents. Noire festival doit fitre 
international. A part Israel, 
nous nimerdirons a ttucune 
iroupc ctrangere d'y participer. 
vim-cllc de Mars Celles qui nc 
p.trvicnncni pas a ventr jus- 
qn'ici. tant pis pour elles ! ■ 


Propos rccueillis- 
par Nahcd AJ-Khiouf 
ct Yannick Laine 


Rim Farkouh sera-t-eJIe la premtere 
femme a parcourir les 50 kilometres ? Tous ses 
amis 1’csperent ct sans doute involontairemcnt lui 
ajoutent un peu plus de prassion sur Ics epaules. 
Lj jeune femme demeure rfservde sur un pronos- 
lic. Bien stir. le marathon ne lui fait pas peur. Ces 
irois demieres a nnees, elle est venue a bout des 
42 kilometres 195. Mais cette fois. c'est unc au¬ 
tre affaire : -Rcndcz-vous compte qu'apres 42 
kilometres, on est deja creve alors en courir S de 
plus, c’est horrible*. Elle ne cherchera done pas 
la performance. Terminer sera sa recompense, 
une preuve pour clle-meme. Cette amoureuse du 
sport £voque alors Ic dcclassement d'une concur¬ 
rence 1’annee passee: -Quand vous trichcz. vous 
trichez d'abord avec vuus-m9mc ». Pour l'^dition 
98. Ics controlcs seront plus s£vcres avec des ar- 
bitres tous les quatre kilometres et une surveil¬ 
lance accrue enire Jes points fixes. -A'oas iw«- 
luns que cetic course sail inieux rccannuc tut 
niveau international, explique Rim Farkouh qui 
fait aussi panic du comitc d'organisaiion. un 
jour, pourquoi {His. lc marathon de la Mer morte 
sera comparable d celui de Neu- York*. ■ 


T-XS-v.*, 


Irbid, retour sur scene 


Theatre Osama AI Mashini-Djebcl Lweibdch. 18h00 

3 avril: AI A/u.-.i.m/. lecture 

4 avril : l."iL . par !e Theatre pour inus iPjloiinei 


L. .1. : Pourquoi avez-vnus 
laisse a d’autres unc partie 
de I‘organisation du festival 7 


Les piece' >nm jouecs dans la lancuc du pays d'ongine. 

Prix des places : 4' JD. 


N. I.: En fait nous nc connais- 
sinns pav mutes lev troupes du 
mor.de N«suv c-pcrions done 


Four la premiere fois depuis la creation du fes¬ 
tival. Amman n'est plus seule en setae. Irbid participe cette 
annee a la fete du theatre indSpendanL Deux spectacles, par 
la troupe jordanienne Al-Fawanees et le Th«i5lre palestinien 
du jour, fouen; programmes dans la rroisietne vilie du 
royaume. La piece indon&ienne. quant a die. u de annuWe 
i voir ci-contre I enireiien avec Nader Imran). 

Voila done la >1110 du nord qui attache lc grclot et ouvre 
les portes de ses theatres aprfes un long sommeil culturci. Ir¬ 
bid fait meme d’une pierre deux coups : attirer 1‘attention sur 
sa sante cuiturelle chance lante et lancer un festival du 
theatre du nord dans lequel sont integrees les pieces du 
grand frere international. Pourquoi avoir choisi irbid 7 «Les 
captxiies techniques y sont suffisanres. justifie Abed Al- 
Rahim Ghanam, I'organisaleur. il v a un grand ihedirc. Al- 
Siiarq. oit I’m peut regrotqicr mutes les manifestations du 
festival un thiutre svuienu uniquemeni par le secteur pn- 
iv u. D’autre pan. la troupe ifrfatrale tflrbid a des liens privi¬ 
leges avec l equipe de Nader Imran. * Enfin. conclut Abdel 
Ai-Rahim. Irbid ful la premu re vilie jordanienne d pro¬ 
grammer du theatre dans les annees 20. L'hbtoire ne doit 
pas settlement se repeter mats it present s’enraciner*. ■ 




Pour Adrian Bailey f tout est nou¬ 
veau dans cette course. La distance : cc jeune 
Gallois de 22 ans est surtoul un habitud des 
semi-marathons ; le terrain : ]'ensemble du par- 
eours se ddroulc sur bitumc. lui s’est jusqu'a 
present distingud en cross country ; ie lieu r 
c'est la premiere fois qu'il court dans Ja rdgion- 
Une occasion de •decauvrir une culture diffe¬ 
rent? *. Pendant son sdjour. il aura trairid ses 
baskets a Wtra et dans le d&ert du Wadi Rum- 
line' dquipe de t£I£vi$ion britannique 
i'accompagnc el (lime ses exploits et la course 
propremcm diie pour une sdrie documentaire 
sur les marathons les plus diffidles et les plus 
originaux du mondc. 

-Mais Adrian Bailey n'est pas simplement 
venu pour . completer sa videothfeque 
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V!eme marathon de la Mer morte : depart 
demain k 6h30 depuis Ie 7feme cerde. Trois 
courses en individuel ou par Iquipe : 21, 42 
ou 50 kilometres- Remise des Lrophees prlme 
k 14h sur le stand d’arrivee,-quelques cen- 
taines de mitres avant le Dead Sea Spa HoteL 


d'escapades touristiques. Depuis cinq mois, cet 
amateur, qui par ailleurs travaiile dans un'centre 
de loisirs au I%ys de Galtes, suit un programme 
d'eMraincment trfes varie ei court environ 110 
kilom&tres par semaine. U arrive affOte pour - 
ceue course un peu sp&iale. Avec un iemps fi¬ 
nal attendu autour des trois heures, il esp&ir ter- • 
miner dans les cinq premiers, cn cachant md'de v * 
plus hautes ambitions. Parmi scs craintes- ^ 1 - 
possible chaleur ct les 20 kilometres du par- 
cours_en pente raids, -lerribles. pour les 
jambes *. Pour leTeste, •c'est surtoul une ques-. 
tiandeconfianceensoh.U 
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Computer & IT 
companies l: 

Welcome to The 
Star's Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what’s hot and 
vvhat 7 s not in 
Jordan’s IT market. 
Fax us at 4648298 or 
email us at 
StarS METS.com. Jo 
with your news and 
views. 


Creating a typical of every Windows release: 


WINDOWS 98, the latest - 
operating system from 

Microsoft, is expected to be 

launched sometime in the 
middle of 1998, which : . 
f n 9 ms this major event. 
is just a few months away 

Bill Gates, CEO ‘at 
Microsoft, made the 
announcement at a time 
when Microsoft was facing 
legal allegations regarding 
the inclusion of Microsoft 
Explorer as part Of the Win¬ 
dows 98 package. 

Over the past , couple of 
months, Microsoft has been 
slapped with an anti-trust 
suit stating that it engaged in 
‘illegal competitive practices’ 
and that the company forces 
computer suppliers and manu¬ 
facturers to bundle Explorer— 
the internet browser developed 
hy Microsoft— with every copy 
of the operating system. 

Accordingly. Microsoft' is 
utilizing its supremacy in die 
operating systems field to push 
its software in other fields. ' ' 

The case still rages on. with¬ 
out a definitive result in sight, 
as yet. Whether or not tills mas¬ 
sive legal action against Micro¬ 
soft will cause any changes in 
the Windows 98 release sched¬ 
ule remains to be seen. How- • 
ever, for now. the company is 
gearing up to unleash the long- 
awaited new version, that will 
replace Windows 95. which has 
become the operating system 
standard on most computers : 



Microsoft* 


worldwide. • . 

Gates announced that Win¬ 
dows 98 and the latest version 
of Windows NT were in the 
. final .beta .testing stages. So, 
with the release several months 
away;'' some resellers have 
begun, to take customer orders 
for Windows 98 even before 
the product is introduced. The 
expected price is around $95 
for the upgrade, and $180 for 
the fiiH version. 

This is all happening amidst 
no fixed* ' or - definite 
announcements ' regarding 
either the exact release date 
this summer. • or pricing. 
Microsoft Has made it dear that 
the price of Windows 98 would 
be similar to Windows 95. So. 
speculations abound. 

This is typical of the state of 
mania'that sweeps the pom-. 
puter •; industry "■ every time 
Microsoft islaboat torelease an 


— upgrade for. Windows. Usu¬ 
ally. even before making it 
to the shelves, an upcoming 
Microsoft operating system 
tends to kill sales of compet¬ 
ing systems. 

■ . The Microsoft propa¬ 
ganda machine, aided hy a 
morc-lhan- enthusiastic 
media, causes massive sell- 
j outs and major record 
breaking sales figures on the 
' | actual day of release. 

1 For now, Windows fans 
! can rest assured that their 
J favorite operating system 
will be upgraded this sum¬ 
mer. maybe sometime in 
early July. Until then, sit tight 
and 'hold your breath.’ From 
the looks of il. the rest of the 
world is doing exactly that. ■ 


A look at misconceptions surrounding the 

Viewing ‘Computer people 


By \tuna Nazzal 
WHEN PEOPLE socially ask 
me. "What dn you doT. I 
reply— using a literal transla¬ 
tion of the Arabic expression— 
“f work with computers?" 

Immediately. 1 gel swamped 
w'ith questions and queries 
such as. ‘Don’t you just love 
the Intcrnci.” ‘‘Should I buy a 
Pentium or wait till Pentium 2 
comes out?.” "How much does 
a computer cost these days’. 1 ", 
or "Don’t you enjoy playing 
this game called XYZT 

I always find myself explain¬ 
ing that there ace different 
arejj. of specialty and inleres! 
in the field of computers, and 
that "specialists in these fields 
arc the ones tn ask regarding 
such queries Nn single person 
can be an expert of all areas 
pertaining to computing! 

However, the repetition of 
such incidents of ’qucMion- 
homhardment’ leads me to 
believe that more clarity is 
required in defining these 


specialities. 

A computer specialist in 
hardware will know a lot about 
PCs—what hrands there arc in 
(he local market, the various 
configurations and pans. ,md 
where these motherhnarJs. 
processors, types oi Ham. and 
hard disks arc available. 

A specialist in software 
would know about operative 
systems, e .l)Ch as Windows :*.rJ 
DOS. programming languages 
and coding. 

A specialist in networking > 
the person to ask about net¬ 
work c.irds. hubs. muUtpIcves. 
installations of Not ell & Win¬ 
dows NT. cabling i\pev ,mj 
system software. 

A communications special¬ 
ist would know about the 
Internet, fax/modems arid their 
speeds, transmission roles. etc. 

Of course, each would know 
some basic market infi.rrru- 
tinn. regarding pricing, the 
hesi suppliers and how !r> 
acquire the product or service. 


computer profession: 

* as specialists 

For example, the hardware 
specialist may point out good 
computer suppliers whose 
prices are reasonable; the soft¬ 
ware *i;pp|j er would recom¬ 
mend particular software solu¬ 
tions :n s U it u, ur budget; the 
networking specialist would tell 
you which networking hard¬ 
ware and software arc well sup¬ 
ported h> local dealers: and. 
linjib. I he communications 
<pecijlisi would give you a run¬ 
down o! Internet service pro¬ 
viders and maybe tell you 
something about their pricing 
pb.ns. 

Within the above four wide 
fields, there is more specializa¬ 
tion The field of computers has 
become so -.asl that it is impor¬ 
tant to label the different spe¬ 
cialities and provide elear titles 
for so-called "computer peo¬ 
ple." according to their creden¬ 
tials. Maybe this would make 
life easier for all those people 
who have so manv questions to 

a>k! ■ 


Build your own PC on the Web via new 
Kayyali Computer site 


KAYYALI COMPUTERS is 
introducing a pioneering idea, 
utilizing the Internet. 

The company is in the final 
stages of refining a special 
'Build-Your--Own-PC‘ site, 
through which users can log in. 
select the PC components they 
want, add to them any chosen 
peripherals, and get an immedi¬ 
ate price quote! 


What's more, users can place 
;tn order on-line and have their 
PC prepared and delivered. 

il is truly an innovative con¬ 
cept. that merges shopping on¬ 
line with a very customized 
means of selecting computer 
hardware. 

Tn further encourage users. 
Kayvalt Computers plans incen¬ 
tive prizes to buyers on-line. 


Prizes include SmartLink 
modems, jnd L'S Drives (com¬ 
plete multimedia kiLsi. 

The site is being developed 
in cooperation with Arabist, a 
web development and consul¬ 
tancy specialist company based 
ir iimman. 

For more information, check 
out the company's sue at 
www.kjvvuli.com. ■ 


American Computer 
> Show ‘98 opens 
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Saudi authorities confiscate 
45,000 illegal CDs 


D'MUCH enth usiasm aqd swarm- [Mngtpf 

^^qatrwdsi the Sixth Annual American ctZT 

opened oo Tuesday 31 3 . 

/ Marat* Under’the Patronage of His . ' __ 

£ReyaI Highness prince Abdullah Bin AI - 

showis Ideated atthe Radisson SAS Hotel 
uAn%nui. Tiie ^venLbrings togrfJiersome thirty information 
puter firms, showcasing the latest hard- 
: «aj^,s«jfrv»are and services. Of course^ aSproducts on 
•'show are American-made, which means that yeti can find 
including Compaq, IBM,, AST, Tri- 
^® 5 kT, Apple,13Sildbotfcs, CfSCOami many, many others. 
^^d^yiTljursday i ApriL ls the last day of the show. Don’t 


SAUDI ARABIAN authorities 
have confiscated 45.000 CDs 
containing pirated computer 
software. This massive figure is 
the sum or the software col¬ 
lected from 'raiding' tens of 
piralc establishments since the 
summer of 1997. 

Software industry' watchdog, 
the Business Software Alliance 
(BSA) estimates that around 
SUM) million was lost last year 
in Saudi Arabia due to software 
piracy. Illegally copied soft¬ 


ware accounts for around 75 
percent of software in use in 
the country. However, this is 
set to change with recent 
moves bv the government. 

This is pan of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s efforts to enter the World 
Trade Organization, member¬ 
ship in which obliges enforce¬ 
ment of strict intellectual prop¬ 
erty rights. Nowadays. Saudi 
authorities even penalize firms 
with fines for using illegally 
copied software. ■ 


Global One is the pioneering provider offull Internet services in Jordan 

info @ go.comjo..... . 
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INTERFACE 

By ^ElD NASSER 

A need for a year 2000 
policy in Jordan 

IF THE governments of the world's most powerful countries, 
such as the United States and Britain, are concerned about the 
implications of the Year 2000 problem, then maybe we’d belter 
be doing something about iL ( 00 . It seems to be the right thing 
to set out an official plan, mutually drawn by (he Jordanian 
Government and representatives of the private sector, to coun¬ 
ter the hazattte expected to take place at midnight. 31 
December. J999. 

The Year 2000 problem can be described as an expected mal¬ 
function in computers, due to the fact that these systems will 
not be able to tell the difference between the year 1900 and the 
year 2000. This is because computers use a two-digit date sys¬ 
tem. by which both turns of century are referred to as * 00 *. 
Accordingly, it is expected that most computer systems will 
report errors, and cause all sorts of havoc in banks, hospitals, 
airlines, insurance companies and any other fields of business 
where efficient date-keeping is crucial to operation. It could be 
life-threatening in some situations! 

Already, governments around the world are raising money to 
cover the costs of fixing up this computer shortcoming, by re¬ 
programming systems and re-coding software. 

This process is costly, and there is little time to complete iL 
Even Western governments who have been on top of the matter 
for the past year or so. fear they won’t correct all their systems 
in time. British Prime Minister Tony Blair summed up this con¬ 
cern by saying. "This is one deadline we can't push forward!" 

What we need in Jordan is an awareness campaign. 10 ensure 
that organizations evaluate their software systems' status and 
finalize a status report before the middle of this year to deter¬ 
mine the nature of corrective action that should be taken. This 
could be organized in the form of on officially announced com¬ 
mittee. responsible for spotting Year 2000 problems, and work¬ 
ing to solve them! Of course, this program has 10 he applied at a 
national level, with hundreds of participants, in all Govemorates 
of the country. 

Hopefully, our authorities will take note, and our private sec¬ 
tor will evaluate the dangers associated with the Year 200ft 
problem, it is absolutely necessary, to ensure continuity in 
many aspects of our daily lives which are computerized. 

A ‘slight’ slowdown in Internet 
services? 

TWO YEARS after of the launch of full Internet services in Jor¬ 
dan. including the rise of several Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs). Web design and development firms and related busi¬ 
nesses. it seems there has been a mild slowdown in Internet 
enthusiasm. 

It's not that people are not signing up for Internet accounts, 
it’s just that there is too much competition, in a relatively small 
market’. 

1 believe that the Internet market in Jordan is growing, but 
service providers are receiving a smaller piece of the cake, and 
business is being dispersed to several parties. 

There are five Internet Service Providers, currently in opera¬ 
tion: Global One. NETS. Index. FirstNcL JoinNet. There are 
tens of Web development companies, and more to come. Here 
it is worth asking the question, where is the market headed! 

It would be natural to assume that only three main ISP’s will 
maintain a powerful foothold. It is also expected that the Web 
development market will change in nature, due to a direction 
among most customers to develop their own Web and Internet 
content in-house. In a way. the picture is brighter than some 
may nave us believe. it s just a matter of time before things 
level off and clear market leaders emerge to provide superior, 
quality, lower-priced Internet and related on-line services. ■ 


By Sarah Kaufman -.v 

WASHINGTON—In the dim lightaqd- 
haze of the Ballroom in Southeast Wash-' , 
ingtoo. past meets present on the crowded 
dance floor. Over by the elevated deejay 
. booth. John Ives jerks his body.ip..th? 
heavy hit of the techno rhythm. Stepping 
backward, he carves out a circle’of-s price. • 
As the others dear away be begins, to 
hreak-dance: He dives chest-first K) me' 
lloor. where he pivots on bis fingertips, 
unfolding upside down like a spinning pin- 
wheel with his legs in the air. • . 

When he jumps to his feet ancL backs; 
ont of the circle, other break-dancers step ' 
in. showing off the acrobatic moves dF tire ' 
street technicians who-paired up with 
boomboxes and rappers during the ‘80s. In 
minute-long bursts, the breakers w|ilz 
around on their heads, their legs churning 
like eggheaters. One tall dancer springs 
onto his head arid forearms, spinning ver¬ 
tically like an electric screwdriver. . 
Another lands an the floor in a spread- .. 
eagle position.' swiveling around to propel 
himself, on his .shoulder. -. . 

Break-dancing is back—that is to say, 
hack in the mainstream, though; its fans 
tv say it never went away. The aggressive- 
inner-city art form has found new expres- 
sion with the largely whitev suburban. 
crowd at local raves aril, at all-night dance 
parties like "Buzz.” held Friday nights in - 
the Ballroom, a former warehouse. Break- 
dancers can also he spotted Wednesday 
nights at the Edge, host to the rave-styled • 
"’Pollen"; Thursdays at Tracks, home to . 
hard-thumping house musicv and occa¬ 
sionally on Saturday nights at the Circle’s 
"Deep" party; /, . * . 

For the first time nr years, a profusion 
of hreak-daricers is shpwing up on music . 
videos. ’ In Rnn-DMC' vs Jason Nevins" 
“It’s Like -ThaT. video, two multiracial ■ 
dance crews, battle one another:— 
competing with gymnastic feats, jittering 
robotic moves or oozing, slithering onesj— 
m.Nevins’ remix .of the 1983 rap classic.' 

A-: new Prdpellerheads video, features 
- hneak-dancing, and old-school, breakers - 
A. spinning on cardboard are on view in. the 
clip for Faihoy Slims "Going Out of My 
Head." 

On u recent segment of "MTV Live,. - 
hoist Carson Paly marked break-da ncin g s 
resurgence with scorching studio perfor¬ 
mances by Q-Unique and Sweepy. -two ■ 
dancers with Rock Steady Crew, p&naps 
the oldest and most popular touring break- 
dancc company. . 

The advertising world hits jumped on 
ihc cyc-caiching dance form and its appeal • 
to young people. A fast-paced new com¬ 
mercial for Coca-Cola features gdys spi- 
rating on their heads, with Jheir lessor-, 
ring like buzz saws. The commercial was 
developed by the Widen & Kennedy jd 
' aaetwy. having scoped out clubs in several 
large cities, it noticed a break-dancing 
revival, “In using that in the ads we. re try-: 
tng 4 o_ refieci whai's importnm. to^tw 
youth that we're targeiirig.” says 
Cola ’spokeswoman Susan McDermorc 
t "We really want to be fresh and maKe sure 
* the ads reflect the most recent irends- 
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Break-dancing 


Stages a comeback 




Twen^ years after its - 
popular breakthrough, 
break-dancing is appeal¬ 
ing to a new generation; 

Philadelphia's: _. Rennie 
Hams, -whose .‘ group 
Rennie • Harris • / Pure 
- Movement brings. hip- 
. hopdance to the concert 
stage, reports a. steady 
interest in Ins classes, of 
. which break-dancing is a 
.component. The produc¬ 
ers of "Jam". on • 'the 
Groove.” an .-internation¬ 
ally touring break-dance - 
show by; GhettGriginal 
Productions, say their 
stage, is swarmed with 
amateur breakora-—even 
father-son duos—in the 
open jam after-each per-, 
form an ce. (Sponsored by 
fashion giant . Calvin 
Klein, the show' heads- 
next to Japan, borne to a 
keen imprest in all things, 
hip-hop.) ... 

", The second annual B- 
Boy Masters/Pro-Am 
Conference in- Miami 
wrapped up four days of 
workshops recently on 
such topics as gralTiti 
and music, as well as 
dance competitions (or 
‘‘banles’7- • partidpan^ - 

attended from around die \ 
world. And in' Loridbb- 
last fall,, the PlayStation, 

UK break-dance Cham¬ 
pionship attracted some 
2,000 breakers. Break¬ 
dancing also surfaced 
recently at Arena-Stage's; 

Washington TheaC tvhich John Ives > at3la veteran omong the throng of ravers at “Buzz, ” a dance partv in Washington, D.C. , savs 
shSrcaLl the African break-dancing is “a spiritual experience « J go out and I’m working on myself on myart, ,f Photo by Gen 
Continuum - Theatre Mariineau. . . .. 


Company's "Hip Hop 
Nightmares of Jujube Brown." 

• Tbe return of break-dancing may come 
as a surprise to those who assumed Ihe 
fpnn tripped on its own. fate untied shoe¬ 
laces and died years ago. Some suspect 
the revival may be due to a .rekindling of 
interest in the ‘80s. -We’ve already «}«i 
up the ‘70s "..saysr Stephen Hill.; MTV s 


director of music programming. "What 
used to take 20 years to change in the cul¬ 
ture—in fashion, music, et cetera—now 
only lakes 10 years. That's why we’re see¬ 
ing the ‘80s come back so quickly, h used 
io take 20 years to look hack and say. “Oh 
my gosh—bow did wc ever do that?”’ He 
notes that the attitude toward break¬ 


dancing. however, is not ironic. "It’s look¬ 
ing hack with a fondness." he says, "rather 
than with tongue-in-cheek disdain.” 

Break-dance's diehards are a stalwart 
and faithful hunch who see the form not 
jusi as recreation hut as a component of a 
clean-living, fun-loving and racially toler¬ 
ant lifestyle. 


*‘l don’t even warn to 
hear that nonsense that 
hip-hop culture is all about 
baggy jeans and wearing a 
bandanna on your head.” 
says Richard "Speedy 
Legs" Fernandez, one of 
the organizers of the 
Miami " B-Boy Masters 
conference, "it’s not a 
black thing—it’s an every¬ 
body thing." 

Events like the confer¬ 
ence. he says, are about 
"creating our own indus¬ 
try. to get the children in 
the hip-hop culture and 
prevent them from falling 
into negativity." 

Fernandez and others 
also prize break for its 
artistic value. "This is the 
new American modern 
dance form. Just as Mar¬ 
tha Graham revolutionized 
modern dance, hip-hop 
dance is the next thing," 
says Margaret Selby, one 
of the "Jam on the 
Groove" producers. "A 
hundred years from now 
this dance will be main¬ 
stream—it’ll be accepted 
just like tap dance is being 
accepted now." 

Break-dancing's newest 
converts are a rather curi¬ 
ous mix of baggy-clothed 
ravers, whose pants droop 
at their waists and spill 
over their shoes, and fi¬ 
lmy look-alikes in Adidas 
track suits and ski caps. It 
may strike some as odd 
that raves—bom in Brit- 
„ ain—would foster 

s ?y s renewed appreciation for 

?y Gerald an overlooked American 
art form. Yet though raves 
evolved From a different 
impulse, they are in a 
sense a natural breeding ground for a 
break-dance revival. 

Raves, too, rely on deejay mixes and 
Lhumping beats, and have a siren pull on 
energetic youths. Raves arrived in the 
United State- juring the early '90s as 
techno music diversified and grew in Brit¬ 


ain. A problematic pan of the scene has 
been the drug Ecstasy, described by some 
of its users as a "psychedelic ampheta¬ 
mine” that reputedly enhances the rave 
experience. 

But drugs and break-dancing don’t mix. 
insist the ravers-tumed-hreakers. 

"It's a straight-edge culture." says 
"Buzz" regular Stephen Blackwell. 28. 
He’s wearing a knit ski hat and dark sweat 
suit. "You can't dance when you’re all 
messed up." 

Break-dancing, says Ives, at 31 a vete¬ 
ran among the throng of ravers, who are 
mostly in their twenties, is "a spiritual 
experience ...I go out and I'm working on 
myself, on my art” 

Jay Poleon. 19. is one of the few black 
dancers at “Buzz." He says the break- 
dancers are more diverse at the raves in 
his home town of Philadelphia He's been 
break-dancing only about nine months, he 
says, though he‘s been going to raves for 
two years. Why did he start breaking? 

“It’s something new." he says. "You 
can express your body in different ways...I 
tried it and I was hooked." 

Ives, who goes by the name Jiggidy 
Jivez on the dance floor, says he first 
encountered breaking while he was tend¬ 
ing bar at Tracks. He'd always been inter¬ 
ested in dance—he studied bullet as a teen, 
and performs modem dance occasionally 
with the dance department of Mary Wash¬ 
ington College, near his home town of 
Fredericksburg. Virginia. But when he 
saw the break-dancing, he was smitten. 

“I just saw it and said. ‘That's it-that's 
what 1 like.'" He started copying the 
moves he saw. practicing on the sidelines 
at the club. One night an "old-schooler”— 
Charles Gore, a former hreak-dancc per¬ 
former—approached him to offer some 
pointers. 

"The biggest correction he gave me was 
‘Relax, relax, relax—you look like you're 
constipated."’ Ives says. He began work¬ 
ing with Gore to better his technique, 
though he acknowledges much remains 
beyond his grasp. 

Gore. 33, says he started break-dancing 
in the early '80s. when he was a deejay at 
Ihe old 9:30 club. The adrenaline-charged 
feel of iL he says, is close to intoxicating..’ 

“It’s extreme. Like being on a roller 
coaster when it drops." he says. “It’s a 
total draw on all your muscles.” 

Gore danced with a couple of 
“crews”—the Warpath Braves, the 

Supreme Team—performing in places like 
the Washington Convention Center and 
the Kennedy Center. As popular interest in 
break-dancing died in the late ’80s, per¬ 
forming opportunities dried up. and Gore 
took to brushing off his moves only occa¬ 
sionally at local clubs. • 

“One night some young kid saw me 
poppinV he recalls, “and he said, ’Man. 
that’s an old dance.’’* But when Gore fin¬ 
ished his routine, his critic had changed 
his view. “He was like. ’Can you teach me 
that?* I said, ‘No. that’s an old dance, 
shorty.’" ■ t 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Standards and metrology 

An effective way to guard 
national industry 


Creating a better human 
resource through quality 
management 


By Star Staff Writer 

NATIONAL industry is head¬ 
ing towards a new era of pros¬ 
perity. Realizing the only way 
to achieve sustainable develop¬ 
ment is through high quality 
and standardization, many 
local companies have become 
ISO WOO certified. 

So far. 85 Jordanian compa¬ 
nies. encompassing both indus¬ 
trial and service industries, 
have obtained their certifica¬ 
tion. This says a lot about their 
commitment to international 
requirements and 

specifications. 

■'Actually, there arc no quali¬ 
fied or unqualified factories, as 
every plant could be one or the 
other according to their man¬ 
agement's willingness to 
enhance their production by 
meeting the latest manufactur¬ 
ing developments.'" says Has- 
san Saudi, director-general of 
the Jordan Institution for Stan¬ 
dards and Metrology (JISM). 

There is liule douht that if 
factories stick to specifications 
and standards, they will be able 
to compete more 
effectively, both 
locally and inter¬ 
nationally 
because their 

goods and prod¬ 
ucts would he of 
superior quality. 

Today, specifi¬ 
cations are 
TOirnJy applied to 
production and 
"hen? in the J1SM 
wc encourage our 
industries to pul 
a lot of emphasis 
on the technical 
requirements of 
ihcir production, 
in addition to Saudi 
managerial 

requirements." Saudi adds. 

Quality system management 
enables local companies to 
boost their competence and 
provides them with the poten¬ 
tial to face outside competition. 

Established in 1995. JISM 
shoulders many responsibilities 
including the preparation, 
approval, revision and amend¬ 
ments of Jordanian mandatory 
or voluntary standards and 
monitors their application. 





It also grants trade marks 
and promotes ISO 9000 certifi¬ 
cation in conformity and assu¬ 
rance of the standards required 
in Jordan. 

Moreover, the institution 
maintains a 
national system 
for metrology and 
supervises its 
implementation. 
“It also gives pri¬ 
ority to spreading 
awareness of 
quality assurance 
among industrial 
manufacturers 
and convincing 
them that quality 
is their responsi¬ 
bility and the key- 
element to guar¬ 
antee easy access 
to local and inter¬ 
national mar¬ 
kets." he 

continues. 

In order to achieve its goal, 
the JISM arranges seminars by 
professionals in the technical 
fields of metrology, standardi¬ 
zation. testing and quality man¬ 
agement in addition to work¬ 
shops .that offer extensive 
information in these fields. 

It also'distributes many bro¬ 
chures explaining the impor¬ 
tance of specifications and 
international requirements for 
quality and cooperates with 


many companies in the assess¬ 
ment of their operations and 
production unii I they are 
awarded the ISCWOOO assu¬ 
rance certificate. 

Saudi points out that some 
national corporations like the 
Fund Tor Scientific Research 
and the Industrial Development 
Bonk provide direct financial 
assistance to companies wishing 
to set the IS09C.HJO certificate. 


The JISM plays a vital role in 
monitoring and following up in 
the implementation of standards 
on locally produced items in 
addition to imports, fts target is 
tn offer competitive commodi¬ 
ties to the market while at the 
some time making them adhere 
to certain standards. 

Supervision of locally manu¬ 
factured products is maintained 
through field visits by inspec¬ 


tion teams to take samples, 
which are tested to make sure 
they comply to required 
standards. 

“If examination proves that 
such samples are not up to the 
requirements, then legal action 
is taken against violators," 
Saudi says. 

In addition to the above. 
JISM controls precious metals 
and jewelry to ensure their con- 
lormity with legal standards. 

Tlwrc is also an information 
center available at JISM. It is in 
charge of distributing informa¬ 
tion and maintaining a stan¬ 
dards library of over 50.000 
volumes containing local and 
foreign standards and technical 
regulations for reference 
purposes. 

Regionally, the institution 
cooperates and coordinates with 
the membership of Arab and 
regional institutions active in 
the fields of standardization and 
metrology. 

JISM'participated in the Arab 
Organization for Industrial 
Development and Mining 
fAIDM). It is a corresponding 
member of the International 
Organization for Standardiza¬ 
tion f 1501 and the International 
Organization for Legal Metrol¬ 
ogy (OIML). ■ 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

THE INTRODUCTION of the 
ISO 9000 certification (includ¬ 
ing its 9001 to 9004 categories') 
has enabled local companies to 
become more qualified to cope 
with global changes and 
developments. 

Many countries, including 
Jordan, have realized the 
importance of the certification 
and have managed to adapt 
both production and manage¬ 
ment to these specifications. 

Referring to the ISO 9000 
system. Mrs Nansi Bakir. gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Ministry 
of Development points out that 
(he certificate is only a start 
chat shows that the industrial 
body is qualified to continue 
producing; however it is not an 
end in itself. 

“I believe dial the whole 
process lies in management. 
They have to ask to what 
extent their upper administra¬ 
tions want to pay attention to 
quality systems, and decide 
how far they are willing to go 
in giving it priority," she says. 

Priortizing quality certifica¬ 
tion must be followed up with 
the bill involvement of all 
employees, since they are the 
basic players in the implemen¬ 
tations in the systems. The 
development of human 
resources and their enhance- 


Painting your way to the 
ISO is a tough process 


AMMAN (Star)—The 

National Paints Factory Co and 
the National Resins Co. which 
is affiliated with the A1 Sayegh 
Industrial Group, have been 
awarded the ISO 9002 certifi¬ 
cation for quality in 1997. 

Motivated by ambitions for 
greater openness and top qual¬ 
ity production, the group began 
its preparations and documen¬ 
tation two years ago with the 
aid of Philadelphia 
Consultants. 


Referring to the privileges of 
such certification. Michel A1 
Sayegh. the Group director 
says that 'For us. obtaining the 
ISO 9002 certification is a 
unique achievement, but not an 
end in itself. It is a way to 
enhance productivity and boost 
our reputation in the manufac¬ 
turing market." 

Philadelphia Consultants 
provided their expertise to the 
two companies. Their staff was 
given the required training to 



ADVANCED ENGINEERING 
GROUP 

For Mannfactaring Bus Stop Station 
& Advertising Panels Co. 
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qualify them to apply for and 
obtain the certificate. 

"Getting the ISO 9002 accredi¬ 
tation was not an easy accom¬ 
plishment. Although we are 
proud to have been awarded it, 
an even more essential goal is 
to maintain the current stan¬ 
dards of the company in the 
future." A l Sayegh said. 

The Group went through a 
long procedure to get the ISO 
90002 certification. It launched 
a structure and development 
program to implement the con¬ 
cept of comprehensive quality 
systems by qualifying its staff 


in the skills necessary to per¬ 
form their duties effectively 
with respect to the new 
standards. 

“When auditors arrived to 
assess our performance they 
found that the two companies 
complied with the required 
specifications and met the all 
necessary measures," says Al 
Sayegh. 

He proudly notes that getting 
the ISO 9002 gives companies 
the solid basis necessary to face 
competition and enhance pro¬ 
duction. He also calls on other 
local producers to give priority 
to meeting global standards 
requirements while doing their 
uemost to become certified. 
Other factories owned by the 
Al Sayegh Group are currently 
preparing for their ISO 9002 
certification. 

Al Sayegh reiterates that the 
ISO 9002 certification is a 
source of pride for the employ¬ 
ees as well as the company, 
because it is the result of a 
team effort. ■ 


ment is also essen¬ 
tial to the prepara¬ 
tions for 

certification. 

Bakir, who 
headed the prepara¬ 
tory committee for 
the first ISO.show 
organized by the 
Higher Council for 
Scientific Reas- 
earch and Technol¬ 
ogy. stresses that 
the process of qual¬ 
ifying and rehabili¬ 
tating human 
resources to meet 
necessary require¬ 
ments involves an 
understanding 
among employees 
joining productive 
and services facili¬ 
ties as to exactly 
what company. Bakir 
goals are, as well as' 
what each employee's part in it. 

‘This includes reviving such 
concepts as professionalism, 
codes of ethics, loyalty to insti¬ 
tutions, pride in accomplish¬ 
ments and the creation of an 
appropriate work environment 
which will boost creative and 
productive abilities^ 1 Bakir 
adds. 

The benefits that could 
accrue from human resources 
development are numerous, and 
would enable industries to keep 
abreast of the competition and 
enter new markets. 

In addition, qualified institu¬ 
tions gain the trust of purchas¬ 
ers who will be confident in 
their abilities to supply certified 
products. This will be reflected 
in operational costs and the 
increased quality • goods 
produced. 

Bakir highlights the stages 
that prepare any institution for 
the IS09000 family certifica¬ 
tion as follows; 

■ The top administration of 
the company makes a decision 
to launch implementation 
toward ISO90G0. 

■ A committee is formed to 
prepare influential staff for 
required specifications. 

■ Auditing and examination 
of goods and production pro¬ 
cess begins. 



■ A manual which defines 
policies and measures to be 
embarked on in implementing 
the ISO 9000 requirements is 
prepapred. 

■ Determination of compli¬ 
ance with provisions laid out in 
the quality manual. 

■ Arrangement for assessors 
visit to evaluate achievements 
in line with ISO 9000 
specifications. 

■ A review of the scope of 
development during the imple¬ 
mentation of these specifica¬ 
tions will be checked by a spe¬ 
cial committee before the 
IS09000 certificate is awarded. 

■ Preparation for the final 
assessment by a qualified and 
recognized organization. 

■ Award of ISO 9000 
certificate. - 

■ Maintenance of high qual¬ 
ity level in accordance with 
ISO 9000 regulations. 

In conclusion. Bakir notes 
that, in light of the govern¬ 
ment's keenness to enhance 
administrative reform and 
development, it is imperative to 
point out -that the emphasis 
given by our national institu¬ 
tions and. ministries to get the 
1SO9G00 mark, could provide a 
tool to materialise such admin¬ 
istrative reform. 
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interned;objec&es to external performance 

tracting builds confidence 


CONTRACTING 


AMMAN fStarT—Founds icmi ■ 

j * : toi ll jf te a goal. MTO 

MID Contracting i s cun^tuX 1 * pwaaccnff aimed : 
fied. by^ tfie Minisuy o/pfe this goal 

Worts and Housing as first erade in ach ^ 5ve a amTh 

building contracting. elmmmlH internal andexEer- 

chanical works, and brid^Sffi' ^ 

oT7^«mpSy| :s W, th a force Intenial Objectives 

■'■■’. Pespte -the:-fiadt--dipt 
M© Projects cateporizafWi - - -^ ost; : >WBMfcations 
The Mid ContraciSrSSL^-•- ■ i «^^;wenftr 

can be categorized in the fiSfoSS 501,5 ^ben. they 

groups of projects- Rowing . mencedbuflding their 

■ Industrial projects anri -.systems. MID 

MID ContraS's CvlSL ‘ €°nlractoig top manage. 

list of distii^uLshal — toent. from the. stnrtTpaid 

inal projects contained variant %•>**--.. • 


n"*5***-“t tamed variant 
scopes of construction works: con- 
, "etc structures, steelstructures, 
some of them requiring hi-tech insu¬ 
lation methodologies. 

■ Building real estate and educa¬ 
tional projects. The most prominent 
example is the Hashemite Univer¬ 
sity. a building area totaling 24000 
“J™® and a road network 

area of 100,000 square meters. 

Telecommunication projects 
MID executed around 100 sites that 
contain telecommunication «JJs, 
spreading over wide geographical 
locations fanning a wireless tele¬ 
communication service which cov- 
; ‘he populated areas in Jordan. 
i Ai ^ Hole[s and rcsons. Currently 
} V*K Royal Hotel, and Dunes Club— 
external and finishing works-are 

I lun Hid _ < ■ 


Better Management 
Control' • 

- ‘ management 

'• control was seen as- the 
most' important- benefit, 
linked with the advantage 
of adopting procedural 
elimination of problems 
through corrective, and 
preventive action mecha¬ 
nisms, as well as improv¬ 
ing the * company's staff 
efficiency;. Although the 
certification was accom- 
pHstedL; the: commitment 
far continuous improve¬ 
ment is remains. 

Wito precise attention Found 
to human resources, the . 
evCT-essentiai ingredient " 
in any quality system, at this 
moment we are passing a re- 
structoring process to our personnel 
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Foundation Casting, Le Royal Hotel, Amman 
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two distinguished projects under ; system to motivate the stafftowanf 
construction: Le Royal Hotel is a - Learn work spirit^—an important and 
multi-storey building, of 118.000 essential driver in increasing the 
square meters over an area ithai consistency of operations. 


comprises the construction of 35 
Hats. This project is intended to 
heenme a business. center and a 
hotel, and requires special technical 
capabilities in terms of massive con¬ 
crete works t around 18.000 cubic 
meters for the raft casting), and 
high-class finishing works thm call 
lor the use of a comprehensive 
ranee of both architectural and 
structural building products. 

No. I ISO 9002 Certified Con¬ 
structing Company in Jordan 

Being the first contracting com¬ 
pany in Jordan to he certified ISO 
0002 was not an objective-in Itself. 


Cost Effectiveness 
Regarding cost effectiveness as 
one additional internal objective, we 
can say that cost reduction due to 
implementing quality system "has 
not. been realized till now, and . I 
believe that we will not start to har¬ 
vest its fruits before two years to 
come. 

External Objectives Crossix&The 
Local Borders 

Externally, crossing the iocd bor¬ 
ders was the most attractive motive 
. to seek .die. ISO 9002 certificate, 
suice the ISO 9002 quality standard 
was sought as the key thar will open 



Union Mills Factory ; Sahab Industrial Estate . 


international market doors io MID 
-contracting, which formerly took 
deliberate steps m thisdinxriun first 
by the enrollment in bidding for 
projects that are located away from 
. Amman; 

Actually this step was a very val¬ 
uable experience lor the reason that 
such attempts should rely on a .solid 
decentralized ; ore; ininational 
; structure. 

As a matter of TacL this step was 
. successfully accomplished by com¬ 
pleting several projecis of this 
nature, namely, the rehabilitation of 
Phosphoric Acid and Sulfuric Acid 
plants at Eshydiyah. 300 kilometers 
south of Amman. Tomato Past Fac- 
tory -at A1 Mafraq, the New Karak 
Hospital and finally a lurge number 
of telecommunication cells that 
form the mobile telephone service 
network which will eventually 
rover the entire country. . 

In this regard MID Contracting Is 
considered the first Middle Eastern 
. contracting company to execute tel¬ 
ecommunication contracts, going 
jntp joint ventures ^th iritdrttkfrinaT. 
:rorai^ng r *mpatft!s ,: ^ ’some¬ 
times awarded subcontracts from 
other host contracting companies 
had formed the second step in the 
preparatian to crass the local market 

. Customer Satisfaction 
MID Contracting quidity policy 
is staled clearly. It is the policy of 
MID Contracting to aim far cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction by providing 
.quality and efficient service in the 
contracting sector which represents 
good value for money at the most 
economical cost.- 
The policy is implemented 
through the: company’s operations 
and applies to all company 
personnel. 


M 
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Building A Quality Manage -- 
ment Network Among Our 
Suppliers 

MID Contracting conducts a pro¬ 
gram that encourages high perfor¬ 
mance on the part of MID suppliers. 

Augmented by sound receiving 
inspection practices MID Contract-., 
ina maintains high confidence that 
purchased product conform-to spec¬ 
ified requirements. u 

After a potential MID Supplier is 
determined to be technically suita¬ 
ble by Engineering & Procurement, 
approval is based on MID Supplier 
assessment procedure. This proce¬ 
dure offers: 

a) a structured automated method 
and a sawing approach for supplier 
selection that considers relevant 
capability', and quality assurance 
requirements. 

fil criteria far initial approval and 
performance requirements for main¬ 
taining the approved status. 

cl the direction to maintain' an 
approved supplier list and their up- 


to-date performance through struc¬ 
tured evaluation data entered into a 
computer data base. 

The application ol the above is 
tempered by impact of the pur¬ 
chased material on the quality of the 
product 

.—in jhi.s context, we encourage, 
other "contracting companies to 
enroll in huilding their own quality 
systems; such acuon wit? enable 
creation of quality culture among 
• the parties working in the contraci- 


VISIT OUR NEW 
WEBSITE: 

http://w h*h*. mid-contracting, com 

Contact Persons: 

■ Engineer Sahel A Majaii. 
m.inaging director. 

e-mail: mid «?< go. com .jo 

■ Engineer Mohammad A. Disi. 
QA manager. 

entail. mdisirshoimaii.com 
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Tel: 962-6-5536851 Fax: 962-6-5518843 
P.O.Box (675) 

Amman 81821 Jordan 
e-mail: midc@go.com.jo 


What is ISO? 

The International Organization- 
for Standardization (ISO), is a 
worldwide. . federation . of 
national standards bodies from 
some IfX) countries, one from' 
each country. A ' non¬ 
governmental organization 
established in 1947, the mission 
of ISO is to promote the devel¬ 
opment of standardization and 
related activities in the world 
:Vith j view to facilitating the 
Mitcmational exchange of goods 
and services, as well as to devel¬ 
oping cooperation in the spheres 
of intellectual, scientific, tech¬ 
nological and economic activity. 

International standardization 
began in the electrotechnical. 
field: the International Electro¬ 
technical Commission ; (TEC) 
was created in W06. Pioneering 
work in other fields was carried 
out by the International Federa¬ 
tion of the National Standardiz¬ 
ing .Associations '(ISA), which 
was set up in-1926.-The empha¬ 
sis within ISA was primarily on 
mechanical engineering. 

ISA’s activities ceased in 
1942. owing to World War II. 
Following a meeting fri London 
in 1946; delegates from 25 
.voun tries decided to create a 
-new international organization 
"the object of which would be 
to facilitate Lhc- international 
coordi nation and unification of 
industrial standards." The new 
nrcanizutinn, ISO. began, to 
(unction officially on 23 
February 1947. 

ISO is actually a word, 
derived from the Greek isos. 
meaning “cquaf, which is the 
root of the prefix "iso” that 
occurs in a .host of terms, such 
as ■'isometric" (of equal meas¬ 
ure or dimensions—Shorter 
Oxford English Dictionary) and 
"isonoray" icqualiry or laws, or 
ol people before the lawk 

In addition. ihc name has the 
ndvantage of being valid in each 
of the oi^anizailon's three offi¬ 
cial lahgnagefr—English. French 
jml Russian. ‘ 

r ■ ' 

. Why is international stan- 

” dardizatibn needed ? 

. The existence of non- 
harmam'zcd standards lor sitni- 


Ins and outs of ISO 


{ lar technologies .in different 
countries or n^ions can^^contrib¬ 
ute: to so-called''^technical bar¬ 
riers to trade.” Export-minded 
industries have long sensed toe 
: need- to agree-on world stanr_ 
dards to help. rationalize the 
international trading process.. 
This was-the origin of-the estab¬ 
lishment of ISO.. 

- International standardization 
is now r . well-established for 
many technologies in vsudr 
diverse -fields as information 
processing ' and commanica- 
lions, textiles, packaging, distri¬ 
bution of goods, energy producr 
tion , and utilization. ■ 
shipbuilding, banking and finan¬ 
cial sendees. It will continue to 
grow in importance for all sec- • 
tors of industrial activity, for the 
foreseeable future. :" : 

Today’s free-market cccwkv 
mies ■ increasingly encourage 
diverse sources of supply and 
provide opportunities for. 
expanding markets. On the tech¬ 
nology side., fair! competition 
needs to be based on identifia¬ 
ble, clearly defined common ref¬ 
erences that are recognized from 
one country to the next, and ; 
from one region to the. other. An 
industry-wide standard, interna¬ 
tionally recognized. developed 
by consensus among trading 
partners, serves as the language 
of trade. . . . . 

- No industry in today’s world 
can telly claim- to be completely 
independent of components, 
products, rales of application..' 
etc., that have been developed in 
other sectors. Bolts arc used in 
aviation .and . for agricultural 
machinery; welding plays a rate 
in mechanical and. nuclear engi- 1 
neering, and electronic data-pro¬ 
cessing has penetrated all indus- ; 
tries. Environmentally friendly \ 
products and processes, and 
recyclable or __ biodegradable- 
packagirtg ure pervasive 
concerns. 

. - Development agencies . are 


increasingly recognizing that a 
. standardization infrastructure is 
-a basic condition for toe success 
of economic policies aimed at 
^achieving sustainable develop¬ 
ment. Creating such an infra¬ 
structure in developing coun¬ 
tries is essential for improving 
productivity, market compeu- 
' tiveness. 1 and export capability. 

Who makesup ISO ? 

. A member of ISO is the 
; rational body “mosr representa¬ 
tive of standardization in its 
country." It follows that only 


one such body for each country 
is accepted for membership. 

The member bodies,huve four 
principal tasks: 

■ Informing potentially inter¬ 
ested parlies in their country of 
relevant imemalicuial standardi¬ 
zation opportunities and 
initiatives. 

■ Organizing so that a con¬ 
certed view, of the country's 
interests is presented during 
international negotiations lead¬ 
ing to standards agreements. 

■ Ensuring that a secretariat 
is provided (or those ISO techni¬ 


cal commiucc.s and Mjhcommii- 
lecs in which the country has an 
interest. 

■ Providing their country's 
share of financial support for "the 
central npcraiicns of ISO. 
through payment of member¬ 
ship dues. 

A correspondent member is 
usually jn org.inizatinn in a 
country which dues not \ct hasc 
a fully developed national stan¬ 
dards activity. Correspondent 
members do not take jn active 
pan in the technical work, hut 
are entitled in he kepi fully 


informed about the work of 
interest to them. 

ISO has also established a 
third category, subscriber mem¬ 
bership. for countries with very 
small economies. These sub¬ 
scribers pay reduced member¬ 
ship fees that nevertheless allow 
them to maintain contact with 
international standardization. 

How are ISO standards 
developed ? 

ISO standards arc developed 
according to the principles of 
consensus. industry-wide 


global solutions to satisfy indus¬ 
tries and customers worldwide, 
and voluntary iniemation.il 
standardization. 

The need for a standard is 
usually expressed by an industry 
scctor. which communicates this 
need to a national member 
body. The latter proposes the 
new work item to ISO as a 
whole. Once the need for an 
International Standard has been 
recognized and formally agreed, 
the first phase involves defini¬ 
tion of the technical scope of the 
future standard. 

Once aercemem has been 


reached on which technical 
aspects are to be covered in the 
standard, a >econd phase is 
entered during which countries 
negotiate the detailed specifica¬ 
tions within the standard. This 
is the consensus-building ph;isc. 

The final phase comprises the 
formal approval of the resulting 
draft international Standard, fol¬ 
lowing which the agreed text is 
published as an ISO Interna¬ 
tional Standard. 

Most standards require peri- 
>'dic revision. Several factors 
combine to render a standard 
out of date: technological evolu¬ 
tion. new methods and materi¬ 
als. new quality and safety 
requirements. To take account 
of these factors. ISO has estab¬ 
lished the general rule that all 
ISO standards should he 
reviewed ■ at intervals of not 
more than five years. ■ 


Jordan Universal Gas Cooke -s And Washing Machines 

From assembly plant to 
quality assured factory 


Petra Engineering Industries: 
Certified for ISO 9001 


IORDAN UNIVERSAL was 
established in 1982. .U began 
as an assembly, plant with an 
eye toward fiiture develop¬ 
ment. Since then.'they have 
successfully ’expanded their 
operation to include manufac¬ 
turing. Of course, this mission 
was not easy. It was accom¬ 
plished only with persistence, 
honesty and hand-working 
determination. 

Jordan Universal Gas Cook¬ 
ers Factory; is now the’leading 
manufacturer” of. gas cookers, 
not only in Jordan, hut 
throughout the Middle East. In 
addition, countries.. in Africa 
and Eastern Europe .stand'wit¬ 
ness to Jordan ■ Universal's 
high standard.- quality 
products. 

It is Jordan Universal Gas 
Cooker's belief toiu. continuous 
development is . essential. 
-That's-why” when organiza¬ 
tions started talking about ISO 
9000. the company delegated 


two of its staff to attend the 
conferences and. training 
courses involving ISO issues. 

Jordan Universal was in Ihc 
vanguard of ISO certification, 
beginning the process in the 
second quarter of 1995. Imple¬ 
mentation started in the first 
quarter of 1996. and the com¬ 
pany was certified in the first 
quarter of 1997. 

Yet this wax only the begin¬ 
ning as the managing director 
said in a statement to company 
staff on the occasion of receiv¬ 
ing the 9002 certification— 

“As you know, dear col¬ 
leagues. Universal must com¬ 
pete to be number one. Cus¬ 
tomers satisfaction is Jordan 
Universal’* highest priority. 
Our Customer Service Depart¬ 
ment is well o.ganized and 
equipped to meet any problem 
or necessity that may arise. 
Ftne products and top service 
have been Ihe by-words for 
Jordan Universal from the 


beginning. With this in mind, 
wc will continue in develop 
quality piuducts and provide 
our customers with the 
uniquely personal service that 
they have long appreciated 
and come to expect." 

Jordan Universal products 
include: 

B L>;tv cookers, oven type, 
fully gas. from 4 to 6 burners 
with grills. In different sizes 
and different colours, includ¬ 
ing steel. 

. B Cookers, oven type, com¬ 
bining gas burners and electro 
plates, in different sizes and 
colours. 

B Table Gas cookers 2. 3. 4 
and 6 Burners in different 
sizes, full gas combined with 
electro plates. 

B Mini washing machines. 
2 kilogram washing load. 

B Water heaters, gas. micro 
switch operation. 8-in liters 
capacity 


PETRA ENGINEERING Industries, a 
leader in the manufacture of air condi¬ 
tioners, heaters, and refrigeration and 
ventilation equipment In the Middle East 
is proud tn be one of the first companies 
in Jordan to be awarded the ISO 9001, 
1994 certificate by Lloyd's Register in 
1996. 

Since Petra Engineering Industries Co. 
Ltd. includes design and production, the 
relevant certificate was 1SO9001 rather 
than 9002 (production and Inspection) or 
9003 (inspection only!. Petra's product 
line covers a wide range starling with 
mini split units with capacities of L5 TR 
(5 kilowatts) to chillers with capacities of 
550 TR (1990 kilowatts.) including air con¬ 
ditioning packaged units, fan coil units, 
air handling units, ducted split units and 
more. . 

The reasons Petra implemented the 
ISO900I Management System can be 
divided into two, internal and external. 

Internally, the benefit of the ISO 9001 
system is the increase of productivity and 
efficiency within the company, thus pro¬ 
ducing higher quality products. 

Externally, this system is nsed as a pass¬ 
port to penetrate international marknic 


and compete on equal grounds with estah« 
fished companies. The benefits can be seen 
in the increase in exports, and the opening 
of new international markets and offices, 
with distribution in the United Kingdom. 
Lebanon. Tunisia, Abu Dhabi, Palestine. 
Qatar and Norway amongst others. 

Hie ISO process can he divided into 
two sections. The first, before the certifi¬ 
cation. involves preparations for the new 
system and planning out the details 
needed to pass the test The second is the 
evaluation of the ISO Certificate which 
lakes 6 months, eventually crowned with 
the certificate. 

It is important ti> realize that the attain¬ 
ment of the ISO certificate is not an end, it 
Is a living system which cither nourishes 
or dies through commitment io better 
quality and customer services. Therefore 
as part of the ISO system, it is essential 
for internal Petra auditors, as well as the 
certifying company, to evaluate the system 
periodically to make sure H is developing. 

In the end, the ISO system is imple¬ 
mented to help- companies provide the 
best quality and service for their custom¬ 
ers. B 
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your arrival, at a very sensational value. 


- As a . “ you are allowed to take piecemeal front your regular quarterly 

quota and enjoy a new monthly non - quota duty free goods without the . 
exemption form plus a commercial discount on the original price tag with the 
best in service, quality, range of the widest choice of short .& long term durable 
goods in the duty free business at highly competitive prices. 



Aii land border travellers arriving or departing through any of the Crossing Points, 
are entitled to purchase duty free items at sensational prices. 

Our working hours are the same as those of the Crossing Point s time schedule. 

5683266/824187 Amman or 02/237554 Jordan Valley a DFS or 05/571548 King Hussain Bridge DFS. 

JDF Shops Company LTD Admin s trat lon • Isam Ajtouni Sir. - Shmeisani 

Tolu 902 6 5083266 - Fax 962 6 5603571 - P.O-Box 941601 - Amman 11194 Jordan 

E Mall: Jdf@go.com jo 




Tel. 962-6-4i^624§i 

P.O.Box 533 Abu Alanda 11592 Jordan - E-Mail<npfc@nets.com.jo> 


National Powder Coating Co. 


National Resins Factory 


National Paints Factory 


Union Locks Company National Drums Factory National Canning Industries Co, 


.Amman to Paris 

4 non-stop 








*. . « 




>>- 


Departure AMMAN 07h30 

Arrival PARIS 11H50 

Every Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

Departure PARIS 13hOO 

Arrival AMMAN 19h00 

Every Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday 8c Saturday. 

Call: 5666055 or your travel agent. 
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The Perils 



By Justin Davidson 

NEW YORK—Luciano Pavarotti has 
been singing ihc mle of Ncmorino. the 
yullihlc and lovelorn young humpkin 
in Donizetti's L'Elisir d'Amore.' for 
more lhan 30 years. But it's probably 
stfe in say that his performances earli¬ 
er this monLh ;u lhe Metropolitan Op- 
eni will he his Iasi in that role in New 
York, and possibly anywhere. 

The 62-yeiir-old tenor, who still 
draws ions of thousands lo hear him 
perform in stadiums and commands 
TV audiences of millions, is 
scheduled to sing'Cavaradossi in 
juM three performances of Pucci¬ 
ni's Tosca* ai ihc Met in ihe fall. 

The gala concert ui ihc end of that 
run. commemorating the 30th an¬ 
niversary of his Met debur. could 
double as a farewell from Ihc op¬ 
era stage. Pavarotti has a few 
more "Three Tenors" concerts in 
his appointment hook, but as for 
what happens after that, manager 
Herbert Brcslin said. "We'll see. 

The planning is very loose for 
now." Seated in a regal black 
leather olficc chair behind a desk 
in his Central Park South apart¬ 
ment on a recent evening, the ten¬ 
or echoed his manager's tenta- 
tivencss. "After the next few 
months. I'll take stock." Pavarotti 
said, with little of the jovial opti¬ 
mism and hig-hudied "bonho¬ 
mie" th:ii has helped make him an 
icon ol The Italian Tenor. “For 
now. I’\e got to demonstrate to 
my sell that I'm in good health." j-Jfc... 
he said. "Then I'll decide what di- Jc/’ 
rcction lo move in." Speaking in 
his native Italian, he sounded seri¬ 
ous and reflective as he answered 
questions about his age. his health, and 
his dwindling plans for the future. 

"I think that I'll have to stop sooner 
<»r later." Pavarotti said, as if he had 
smile oilier option. "But if I stop. Lhe 
only reason will he a physical failing 
»l some kind.” He declined lo elabo- 
i ate. bin over the post decode his 
ueight, which hovers around 350 
fumikls. has .ill hut crippled him. forc¬ 
ing the tenor to sing impassioned love 
scenes from the comfort of a stool and 
conduct put.iti\c sword lights behind a 
screen of ehnrus members. To his old 
list of afllictions—allergy to singe 
dusl. Ilu. laryngitis. I'aligue. arthritis 
.ind saatieu Pavarotti recently added 
another, in the middle of a pension 
benefit fund concert at the Met. he suf¬ 
fered a dizzy spell, possibly due to 
high hhxid pressure, scaring himseir 
enough t» go home at intermission and 
cancel two performances of ‘Elisir' so 
lie could rest. He also decided that he 
wouldn't he up to singing three sched¬ 
uled performances of Verdi’s ’Aida' at 
ihe Met in the spring of 1999. 

Still, he is fond of citing the exam¬ 
ple of his father, n retired baker in the 
tral Italian town of Modena who. at 86. 


still sings in church every week with 
the voice, according to the son, of a 
much, much younger man. The impli¬ 
cation is clear Lucianissimo's fantasy 
is to keep impersonating operatic 
youths as long as he can still hobble 
into the spotlight. 

’Tm a fanatic of the stage." he said. 
-| don't want to say that I hope to die 
onstage—I don't I hope to die peace¬ 
fully in my bed at a very advanced age. 
But there are times when I get to the 
end of 'Rigoletto' that I would sing it 



all over again. The second 'Elisir' lasL 
month felt that way. loo.” 

Critics, though, tend not to believe 
that he has cither the stamina or the 
voice to get through many more oper¬ 
atic performances. "From what I've 
heard recently, it sounds as though it's 
really beginning to fail him." said Peter 
Davis, who reviewed Pavarotti’s Met 
debut in 1968 for The New York 
Times and is now the music critic at 
New York magazine. "He's had so 
many vocal problems. I don't know of 
any singers who have sung as badly as 
he has for two years at his age and then 
recovered." 

Far from making concessions to the 
passage of lime. Pavarotti has tended 
to raise the stakes os he has gotten old¬ 
er. He began his career as a sunny lyric 
tenor with the agility io handle the 
twirling vocal stums and .delicate lines 
of Rossini. Mozart and Donizetti. Only 
in his 40s did he begin to add to his 
repertoire Verdi's weightier . dramatic 
roles—the title role in "Emani," Ra-. 
dames in “Aida." Manrico in ”11 Trova- 
tore"—not always with great success. 

- Many critics' see Pavarotti'*, cancel¬ 
lation habif and his resume of high- 


cenprofile fiascoes as a sign of fame- 
induced numbness. At the beginning, 
his reviews consistently were packed 
with praise: for the open, brassy beauty 
of his voice, for the voltage that cycled 
through his. singing, for making opera 
sound unmannered, spontaneous and 
exuberant. But by the early 1980s, Pav¬ 
arotti had become more than just an 
opera singer He was a mass-media 
phenomenon, and much of the writing 
about him turned sour. 

"1 never thought things would gel so 
big." he said. “But then I never 
took into an account a very 
good friend: television." in 
1978. with a concert that was 
broadcast from rhe Met to 12 
million viewers, he became Lhe 
first classical singer to give u 
full recital on live TV. He 
made a movie. 'Yes. Giorgio 1 
(which even he admits 'was -A 
dreadful). He made the covert 
of both Newsweek and Time 
magazines. He began to sing, 
not only in concert halls, but 
also in stadiums, like a genuine 
rock star.' 

The crowds were enthralled. 
The critics were nor. 

"When I’ve experienced him 
at events like the 'Three Ten¬ 
ors’ concerts, he’s not half the 
artist he is when he sings op¬ 
era:" said Davis, the New York 
magazine critic, echoing many 
of his colleagues. "He doesn’t , 
seem to care anymore. Every 
time he appears, any time or 
y anywhere, the opera becomes 
of secondary interest and ?i’s 
the Luciano Pavarotti Show. 

What's art got to do with it?" 

Pavarotti hears only noxious snob¬ 
bery in such criticism, brushing away a 
the issue of whether he tries as hard a# 
Giants Stadium as he does at the Met. •• 
‘To say that music is only for the elect, 
for refined minds—-that’s a line of 
thinking that shocks me." he said. **My 
barber in Modena was the greatest con¬ 
noisseur of opera I've ever known. 
Music is like sports: You don't need to 
explain it. 

"If you've been able to serve 
500.000 people, the way wc did in 
Central Park, where they all came for 
free and went away feeling fine. well, 
then, you’ve only done a good deed.” 
And if money flows from such .good 
deeds, well, much, of it goes to stave 
orr ocher hungers than his. “We've set - 
up a music center in Bosnia, and -our 
next benefit concert, is.to. raise money 
for a village of orphans in Liberia," be 
said, pointing to a plaque he had re¬ 
ceived from the United Nations the day 
before, designating him honorary Am- i 
bassador for Peace. "Tell me. what is*: 
there for me to regret?" ■ , 
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